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Preface 

The plan for this Centenary History was put forward by the Centenary Subcommittee, John Swan, 

Convenor, Harold Attwood, member and Historian and Geoff Stevens member and Hon. Sec. and 

accepted by the Committee. Mick Dexter was later co-opted to the Subcommittee because of his 

valuable work in the computerisation of membership lists. 

 

Two earlier histories had been produced. The first by Alfred Hart published in 1944 dealt in some 

detail with the history of the Club until the presidency of Robert Law in 1922-23. However, some 

verses from the dinner cards to 1939 are included and the list of members extends to 1944. This history 

is out of print. The second history published in 1954 was written by J.F.L. Woodburn and gives 

highlights of the Club, a list of Presidents and an updating of the membership list to the year of 

publication. This erratic coverage of the earlier years arose from a reticence to give details of important 

members who were still aliveð and many lived long. 

 

Both histories have been reprinted in this centenary production so that a perspective of all ten decades 

is given. 

 

A draft third history, in manuscript only, was produced by a collaboration between H. Stuart 

Hutchison, Eric Vance and Bill Coppel. A holograph note, probably by Harold Moore, gives the 

following credits ð"Hutchison to 1965, Vance/Coppel to 1969". Extracts from this draft history will 

be quoted in a preamble to our centenary history the format of which is otherwise new. 

 

In this new history, essays have been provided by former officers of the Club about what such 

functionaries as President, Hon. Secretary, Walks Secretary and Hon. Treasurer actually do. A list of all 

members over the 100 years is provided and included is a brief statement about occupation of each 

member. This latter idea was Bert Bolton's, the first Historian who, to the loss of the club, resigned in 

1988. 

 

The last essay tries to explain why the Club has not just persisted for 100 years, but in its centenary year is 

hale and hearty with a membership of 55. 
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Introduction 

This book is based primarily upon records such as annual reports, lists of members, minute-books, 

fortnightly notices of walks, circulars concerning functions, dinner-cards, etc., all of which have been 

faithfully preserved for us by our honorary secretaries since 1902. Prior to that year such materials for 

writing a history of the Club are scanty and discontinuous; a year of plenty was followed by two or 

three years of famine or complete silence. These records have been supplemented by my own 

recollections of a forty-two-years' membership of this famous and delightful Club; they are amongst 

my most pleasant and cherished memories. 

Oral tradition does not exist for the five recordless years; of the members before 1899 one only is now 

alive. He was elected, paid his subscription, attended neither walk nor function, and resigned his 

membership after three months; knowing nothing, he has nothing to relate. Of the forty members of the 

Club in 1900, only one is with us now in 1944; he is Edward La Touche Armstrong, the Father of the 

Club. He wrote the opening paragraph of this book, contributed all that is told of three Founders, 

Dawson, Bennie and Oldfield, and added much to my own knowledge of Krome and Elliston. In 

addition, he read the history in manuscript, and gave me much helpful criticism. To him the thanks of 

the Club are due. Another old-time member, Sir Robert Garran, a former President and a contributor to 

and editor of our dinner-cards, has read the galley-proofs, and, at my request, he called coy Calliope to 

revisit him and wrote the "Prologue" to this history. Emeritus Professor W. A. Osborne reminded me of 

a forgotten episode, viz., the man who came to Springthorpe's dinner, and he also read the galley-

proofs, as did Oswald Burt, our President, and Allen Robertson, our Honorary Secretary. Each of these 

gentlemen deserves our thanks. 

Nineteen photographic illustrations cover rather inadequately forty years of our history. Though we 

possess at least a hundred such photographs, our choice was limited because the majority could not 

be satisfactorily reproduced. Names of the persons depicted should be read from left to right. 

Unfortunately, identification of all the persons in every plate was not possible; whenever the identity 

of a figure was uncertain, the man or woman was termed a "visitor." No attempt was made to give a 

name to a person who was represented in a photograph by a back, a hat, an ear or a half-face. About 

half the plates carry exact dates; that printed on each of the others is usually an inference rather than 

a known fact. Thus plate I. is dated 1912 because Wallaby Latham was elected in August, 1911, and 

Wallaby Clendinnen ceased to attend walks early in 1913. Some of the localities in which Law, 

Clendinnen, Clements and Harper operated their cameras are indicated vaguely in the absence of 

exact knowledge. 

Our only possible dedicatee is Allen Robertson, our very efficient Honorary Secretary, who has turned the 

Club into a happy and united brotherhood, and never wearies of well-doing. 

Finally, members of the Club owe a debt of gratitude to our master-printer, George Anderson, M.A., LL.M., 

M.Com. He has displayed great interest and remarkable care in making this book a credit to the Club and his 

Company. 

1st May, 1944. 

ALFRED HART. 

http://m.com/


Prologue 

"Eheu fugaces, Postume, Postume,  
Labuntur anni." 

QUINTUS  HORATIUS  MACROPUS 

I once learnt a list of American Presidents, 
Help'd by a Marvellous Memory System; Forgot 
are the System and most of the Presidents (Save 
the last three and the next few to follow - 
Roosevelt, Roosevelt, Roosevelt, Roosevelt . . . 
Remembering 's easy just now in America). 

But sans any System, these Wallaby Presidents 
On Memory's tablets are graven indelibly. 
The page brings back surging a host of old memories, 
Faces and voices and gestures familiar, 
Dinners marsupial, hikings marsupial, 
Laughter and merriment, fun and good fellowship, 
Verses and epigrams, wit and philosophy, 
Hearts that kept young, though with years' long procession 
Some of the legs might "require conveyance". 

Here's to the health of all wandering Wallabies! 
Some have gone on to the meadows Elysian, 
Where one fine day we shall all meet together, 
Meet and go walking in moly and asphodel Let's 
make a date right away for next Jubilee! 

Gale will be there, H. B. Higgins, Clendinnen, 
Henry of course, the great Wallaby progenitor, 
Blowing his whistle ñ stern disciplinarian, 
Monash, with guest (perhaps Caesar or Xenophon), 
Stevens (who'll surely bring Shakespeare along with him), 
Springthorpe, conversing at large on the Optimum, 
Lockyer, who'll look in your baggage for contraband, 
Clapin, "Walks Sec.," with his map and pedometer, 
Maling, the "Argus-eyed silver-tongued master, 
Whose spear lightly touch'd, but a touch was disaster". 
Gibbs, who might "put his tall hat and collar by" 
When he went out for a walk with a "Wollarby", 
Last the bold Seven, who, "rheumatiz racking 'em 
Paddled through rain on the high road to Pakenham". 
(Or did they? Consider your verdict, O bevy dense; 
Seven to one is a big weight of evidence.) 

Turn over the pages ñ you'll find, inter alia, 
Blue Wallabiana and red Bacchanalia; 
But don't look askance at the Wallab moralityñ 
Only in verse does he practise rascality; 
And don't be too hard on his want of sobrietyñ 

He's really a pattern of human society, 
At home and abroad held in high estimation 
Both in his walk and his conversation. 

R. R, GARRAN, April, 1944 



 

YARRA GLEN Nov., 1899.  
Back rowñ R. G. Hyndman, H. H. Champion, F. G. Duffy, J. Mather  

Front rowñ J. V. McEacharn, C. B. Luffman, L. Henry,  
H. B. Higgins, G. A. Syme 

 

QUEENSCLIFF, Feb., 1900.  
Standingñ S. Gillott, F. W. Ward, T. Palmer, H. H. Champion  

R. G. Hyndman, Rice (Visitor), W. C. Kernot, E. Hartung,  
H. B Higgins  

Sittingñ H Wrixon, L. Henry, G. C. Morrison, J. V. McEacharn. 

 

GROUP OF WALLABIES AND VISITORS IN LILYDALE DISTRICT (1912). 
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H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  W a l l a b y  C l u b 

CHAPTER I.  

ORIGIN AND THE FOUNDERS. 

Fifty years ago it occurred to a Melbourne physician, Dr. Henry, that there was room for a club 
embodying the Johnsonian definition, 'an assembly of good fellows, meeting under certain conditions,' 
and including some special qualifications that would form a bond of sympathy between members. 
Professional men, including artists, teachers, musicians, writers and thinking men of all kinds, men who 
had done something for their calling or for the community, were to be sought. One thing in addition 
was essential. Members must be fond of walking, not in the athletic senseñathleticism was rather 
anathema to the founder and projectors of the Club but as a means of reasonable outdoor enjoyment 
that would be conducive to health, conversation and good companionship. As the public park in Athens 
formed the original Academy of the Greek philosophers, so the open spaces in the bush lands around 
Melbourne were to be the habitat of the proposed Club. The idea was sound, and the cooperation of a 
few well-known men of Melbourne was secured. The first members to be enrolled were three medical 
men, four senior schoolmasters, a leading dentist, and a young University professor. They held their first 
meeting in Dr. Henry's rooms in Collins Street, and drew up resolutions which so well record the 
feelings by which the early members were actuated that they are reproduced in full. 

Meeting held at Dr. Henry's, 54 Collins Street, Friday, June 22nd, 1894. 

PRESENT.ñ Dr. Louis Henry (in the chair), Professor Moore, Dr. Bennie, Messrs. Dawson, Oldfield, Palmer and 
Krome. Apologies were received from Dr. Neild and Mr. Neighbour. 

INCEPTION.ñProposed by Professor Moore:ñ That the names mentioned constitute the present members' roll 
of the Club, and that it is desirable that a Club be formed with objects hereinafter specified.ñSeconded by Mr. 
Dawson. ñCarried. 

NAME OF CLUB:ñ Proposed by Mr. Dawson: 
That the name of the Club be "The Wallaby Club." ñ Seconded by Mr. Krome. ñCarried. 

RULES.ñThe following resolutions were put to the vote and carried: 

1. Objects of the Club. ñ The objects of the Club shall be the pursuit of health and recreation, by means of walks, 
excursions and social intercourse. 

2. Limit of Membership.ñThe Club shall not exceed the limit of 21 members. 

3. Nomination and Election. ñThe names of those desirous of joining the Club after its inception shall be proposed 
and seconded by a Member of the Committee, and forwarded to the Secretary, who shall present the proposal at 
the first Ordinary Meeting of the Club, and at the subsequent meeting the candidate shall be elected by show of 
hands. Any one objection by open voting shall be deemed sufficient to disqualify the proposal. 

4. Monthly Meeting.ñThe Club shall meet at least once a month, in the evening, for the transaction of business, to 
arrange walks, etc., and for social intercourse. 

5. Committee.ñThe Committee of the Club shall consist of the following office-bearers: The President, Vice-
President and Honorary Secretary and Treasurer, all of whom shall be elected annually by a majority of votes of the 
members. At the Committee Meeting two shall be a quorum. 

6. Annual Meeting.ñThe Annual Meeting shall take place in the first week of July of each year. 

7. Invitations to Walk.ñEach Member shall be at liberty to invite not more than one male friend to a walk. 
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8. Liability of Members.ñAny expenses incurred at the meetings of the Club shall be met by each Member paying 
his own liabilities. 

9. Children.ñChildren shall not be admitted to the walks. 

10. Absence from Walks.ñAny Member absenting himself from four successive walks without a 
satisfactory explanation, shall cease to be a Member. 

11. Conduct.ñAny Member guilty of conduct uncongenial to the other members may, by the determination of the 
Club, have his name expunged from the roll of Members. 

12. Alterations, etc., of By-laws.ñAny modifications, alterations, or additions to these By-laws shall be proposed at a 
General Meeting and discussed at the following meeting. 

13. Election of Office-bearers: ñ The Members of the Club shall elect the Office-bearers at the Annual Meeting. 

14. Subscription.ñThe subscription to the Club shall be such sum as is necessary to defray the working expenses. 

15. Honorary Members.ñ Honorary Members may be elected, who shall enjoy the same privileges as ordinary 
Members, but shall not have the right of voting or taking part in the management of the Club. 

ROLL OF MEMBERS. 

J. E. Neild, M.D. 
P. B. Bennie, M.B., Ch. B. 
E. L. Oldfield, D.D.Sc. 
G. H. Neighbour, M.A., L.L.B. 
A. H. Dawson, M.A., LL.B.  
T. Palmer, M.A., LL.B. 
O. Krome, B.A. 
H. Moore, Prof., B.A., LL.B.  
I. L. Henry, M.D., J.P. 

All these men have passed away, the last of them being the youngest, Professor Sir William Harrison 

Moore, who died forty-one years later. Most of the others are names only, though persons of importance 

in their day. 

James Edward Neild, M.D., physician, pharmacist, journalist, dramatic critic and Shakespearean 

scholar, who heads the list of the founders, was a very versatile man, and one of the best known 

personalities in the Melbourne of the later Victorian era. He arrived in Victoria in 1853, and for a 

dozen years was in turn physician, pharmacist and journalist; he then reverted to his profession, 

edited the Australian Medical Journal, and became President and afterwards Honorary Secretary of 

the Medical Society of Victoria. Nearly every medical member elected to the Club during the first 

two decades of its existence must have listened to his lectures on Forensic Medicine; he began them 

in 1863 when the Medical School of our University was founded, and retired in 1905. He was one of 

the founders of the Melbourne Shakespeare Society, and for some years was its President. He 

delighted to entertain actors and actresses, professional and amateur, at his house in Spring Street, 

and explained to youthful reciters how to speak the blank verse of the master as he had heard it from 

the lips of the greatest actors and actresses of his time. An inveterate theatre-goer both in London and 

in Melbourne, he had written the first dramatic criticisms to appear in The Age, and continued this 

work for many years in The Argus and Australasian. He had reached the psalmist's span of three-

score and ten years when the Wallaby Club was formed, and may have attended the preliminary 

meetings at which the resolutions set out above were drafted. He probably lent his name and gave his 

blessing to the newly-born Club, but was not present when the by-laws were passed. He qualified as a 

walking member by joining Henry, Neighbour, Dawson and Moore in a walk through the fields from 

Camberwell to Oakleigh, and so made his exit from our records on September 16, 1894, and resigned 

before the end of that year. 

Otto Krome was more constant, and often walked till July, 1895, and took no part in the Club disputes, 
which continued till the close of that year. Apparently some form of re-organisation occurred about this 
time; thirteen members paid a guinea each, presumably a subscription. Among them was Krome, but not 
Palmer, yet the latter's name is on the rolls of members printed in 1899 and 1901. Krome must have 
resigned; in 1902 he became principal of the Methodist Ladies' College. Krome was re-elected a member 
of the Club in 1903, and walked with us for many years. His father was a Lutheran minister who objected 
to the militaristic policy of the Prussian Government, and did not wish his Otto to become cannon-fodder. 
Krome was a tall, plump, chubby-faced man, good-humoured, hospitable, fond of good cheer and of 
singing German songs. As years went on his circumference increased, whilst the distance between the 
upper and lower cross-bars of fences remained constant. One day he tried to squeeze himself through a 
wire fence which had been very tautly strained, and became a fixture in the fence, unable to move forward 
or backward. A deputation of members was compelled to wait upon the owner of the paddock, who, after 
some argument agreed, upon payment of adequate compensation, to cut the wire and release his prisoner. 
  



Two of the founders, Thomas Palmer and Otto Krome, were schoolmasters, being the principals of the 
recently founded University High School. Palmer had some years before left the ill-paid service of the 

Education Department, and with J. B. OôHara, the poet, had established South Melbourne College a 
school of coeducation. The two partners formed an odd conjunction of oppositesðO'Hara gentle, 

refined, imaginative, a well-read scholar, religious and a good mathematician; Palmer a forcible, 

dogmatic, argumentative, matter-of-fact realist and with little culture or scholarship. After the financial 
crisis in 1892-3, Government expenditure on education was ruthlessly cut down, and the Teachers' 

Training College was closed. Palmer left O'Hara, joined forces with Krome, leased the Teachers' 
College at a very low rental, and founded the University High School for boys and girls. Palmer had 

charge of the boys, and belonged to the order of flogging schoolmasters. Woe to the boy who did not 
work in his classes! On one occasion he found that a class knew nothing of the Latin set down for that 

day's work, and decided to cane the class. After a dozen or more had received punishment, a boy found 

courage to tell the flagellator that the lesson on which the class had been examined had been set for his 
elder brother in the next higher class. Flogging ceased. Later on Palmer was appointed Headmaster of 

Wesley College, and took with him a hundred or more boys from University High School. He did not 
stay long in the Club, and took his last walk in January, 1901; later in that year he went to South Africa, 

and became editor of The Cape Times. 

Most distinguished of the nine original members was the youngest, William Harrison Moore. At 

that time he was twenty-seven years of age, and had been Professor of Law for two years. Like 

his predecessors, Dr. Hearn and Edward Jenks, he was a ripe scholar and admirable teacher. The late 

Sir Ernest Scott said of his colleague in his History of the University of Melbourne: "The foundation of 

the Commonwealth of Australia entailed the creation of the High Court with its original and appellate 

jurisdictions: and that Court opened up realms of legal interpretation undreamt of in the days of Hearn. 

Moore had wrestled with the subject as it grew, absorbingðnot without qualms sometimesðthe 

massive judgments as they emanated from the bench, and the usually massive judgments which upset 

the previous emanations. Like the silkworm in the cocoon, he was at home amidst the immeasurable 

threads." (p. 201) 

Legal works written by Jenks and Moore are still standard text-books in our Law School. Moore was 

so slightly built and retained so long the appearance of youth that strangers took him for an 

undergraduate after he had reached middle age. Socially he was a charming man, the pink of courtesy, 

gentle and exceedingly modest. He was, as a jurist must be, precise and accurate in his use of words; 

"I wish, Robertson," he once said to our Secretary, "people would not talk of Melbourne University 

when they mean the University of Melbourne." During 1894 he attended some walks and meetings, 

and members were invited to say "good-bye" to him on his departure for a visit to England in 

September of that year. He returned in February, 1895, went for three walks, and attended the first 

Annual Meeting. Sensing the trouble ahead, he stayed away during the whole of that year, but took 

part in the Wallaby Dinner held at Menzies' Hotel, September 12, 1896. In his absence he was elected 

Vice-President at a small meeting held February 5, 1897. His name is on the roll of members dated 

July, 1896, but is missing from the lists for 1899, 1901 and 1904. Rejoining in October, 1904, he 

became a member of Committee and Vice-President for 1906-7, and was President for 1907-8. He 

continued his membership until 1921, and, after being knighted, accepted the invitation to be Chief 

Guest at the Annual Dinner in 1925. He resigned his chair in 1927 after a tenure of thirty-five years, 

and died in 1933ða fatal year for University dignitaries. 

George Henry Neighbour, K.C., originally a teacher and a Headmaster of Carlton College, was 

practising law when he took part in the formation of the Wallaby Club. He was not at the meeting 

when the By-laws were passed, but was probably at an unrecorded meeting at which they were 

drafted, and he took part, in company with Henry and Oldfield, in three trial walks before the first 

meeting. At the first regular meeting of the Club, when office-bearers were elected he became Vice-

President. He attended the walks very regularly for a time, but dropped out of the Club after 

February, 1895. At the Annual Meeting in July, Colonel Elliston was elected Vice-President in his 

place. Neighbour was a lecturer in law at the University, joined the public service as Prothonotary 

and Chief Clerk of the Supreme Court, and later was raised to the County Court Bench. 

Wallabies should honour the memory of A. Halkett Dawson, because to him we owe the name of our 

Club. Originally a New Zealand schoolmaster, he came to Melbourne about 1890, took up the study of 

law, and began the practice of his new profession. A quiet, genial man, with a fund of dry humour, he 

was able and willing to break a lance with anyone who did not see eye to eye with him. Among the 

rules of the Club was one: "Children shall not be admitted to the walks." Instead of moving that this 

rule should be omitted, he gave notice in writing that he proposed to insert the words "in arms" after 

"children." This neat touch of ridicule was effective, and this by-law was omitted when the code was 
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revised. At first Dawson was a regular attendant at walks and suppers, but gradually his enthusiasm 

waned as discord waxed stronger. He resigned his membership on the same day as Oldfield did his 

position of Secretary, and refused to reconsider his resignation, though the members had carried a 

motion asking him to withdraw it. 

Dr. Peter Bruce Bennie was a leading children's doctor who had been educated at Scotch College and 

afterwards at our University. His name is on the rolls of members printed in 1896, 1899, 1901, and he 

resigned his membership in 1903. Armstrong, an old Scotch Collegian, describes him as a thoughtful, 

kindly man, bearded and professional looking, a mixture of philosopher and man of science. Quiet and 

unassuming, the better he was known the more he was liked. He did not attend many meetings, but did 

his share of walking, and usually came in company with Drs. Brett and Syme--both like him, men of 

peace who took no part in the early troubles of the Club. 

Dr. Louis Henry, to whom the Club owes its birth and early upbringing, was a distinct personality at a 

time when personalities were more plentiful than at present. After leaving school he went, about 1870, to 

Wurzburg University in North Bavaria, a town with a famous Medical School, and here he graduated M.D. 

in 1876. He then transferred himself to London University, and became a Licentiate of the Royal College 

for Physicians in 1878, returned to Melbourne and commenced practice. He waited till 1888 before taking 

the Melbourne degree of M.D., and did not join the Medical Society of Victoria. Early in the 'eighties he 

visited London and came back with a charter from the British Medical Association which gave our 

physicians and surgeons the right to form in Victoria a branch of the parent body. For many years there 

were two rival Medical Associations; in 1907 they were amalgamated. Dr. Henry was therefore the 

founder of the Victorian branch of the powerful B.M.A. Incidentally he was a student and composer of 

music, and published some of his compositions. 

A short, stout, natty man, formal and precise in speech, dignified in demeanour, courteous but quick-

tempered, and a trifle punctilious about points of etiquette, he was a well-to-do physician who could, 

and did, spare the time to develop and perfect this child of his brain. He was justly proud of this Club, 

which grew from nine to seventy-five members in seven years, and, on the whole, maintained its 

peculiar quality throughout. President of the infant body during its first two and a half years, he 

reappears after its re-birth in 1899 as Honorary Secretary, a position he retained till the middle of 1906. 

He wrote the notices of every walk and function, arranged all the details, and attended every meeting of 

the Club. He delighted in collecting and adapting for the dinner cards sententious and antithetic 

maxims, epigrams, quips and facetiae of all kinds. Reading his Wallabiana forty years later, one feels 

that they lack spontaneity, smell much of the lamp, and are somewhat ponderous. One of his Committee 

suggested that Henry believed in a despotism tempered by epigrams. Certainly he was inclined to 

regiment his flock like a kindly pastor, and a member soon learnt what a good Wallaby should or should 

not do. At Club dinners he arranged each table, assigning the quota of diners to each as he thought fit, 

and some members were not amused when they found themselves separated from their best friends. 

Henry chose a knobby stick for Club members, and arranged with a tobacconist to keep a supply for us. 

Soon the Wallabies, young and old, were uniformly "be-sticked." Henry had a photograph made of his 

own, which was, for a time, shown at the end of all "talks" illustrated with lantern-slides. Past is the day 

of the walkingstick; our septuagenarian members scorn such adventitious aid, and hop along the track 

stickless. Henry designed a medallion bearing the words "Wallaby Club," in silver for members, in 

silver-gilt for members of Committee, while the President was presented with one in gold. He attended 

every walk, and blew a shrill whistle every forty minutes as a signal that members in the lead must 

cease walking till the rear-guard (which invariably included Henry) had joined them; then all rested for 

five or ten minutes. 

Originally the club went for a walk each week on alternate Saturdays and Sundays; later this was 

changed to fortnightly walks. Henry was never satisfied with the attendance of members at the walks, 

yet in the years 1906-11, during which our Secretariesð Armstrong, Hansen and Robertsonð kept 

accurate records, the number of walkers on Saturdays averaged fifteen and on Sundays twenty. Henry 

had inspired successive increases in our numbers from twenty-one to forty in 1895, from forty to fifty 

in 1900, and from fifty to seventy-five in 1901. In the middle of 1904, he proposed that the maximum 

be increased to one hundred; this proposal was rejected at a small Saturday meeting. In March, 1906, 

the opening walk of the season was followed by a dinner which was attended by a large number of 

members. Henry, still undaunted, had given notice on the card that he intended to move that By-law 

Three be altered to read: 

"The roll limit shall be 100 Members." 

After debate this motion was decisively rejected. Henry's notice concerning his proposal to increase the 

number of members was the last sent out by him as Honorary Secretary. Apparently he took the rejection 

of his motion to heart, and felt the members were getting out of step. The next notice was signed E. La 

Touche Armstrong as Acting Honorary Secretary, and at the following Annual Meeting he was 
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elected Honorary Secretary. As a result of Henry's abrupt resignation, the customary dinnercard for the Annual 

Dinner in 1906 was omitted. 

Henry remained on the Committee, but great changes in its personnel were taking place. Of the 
Committee of 1904 only three officials, Dix the Honorary Treasurer, Armstrong the Honorary Secretary, 

and Henry, then Vice-President, remained in 1907. Henry became President in 1908. An incident 

occurred during his year of office worth recounting. Hansen, our Secretary, had arranged a walk to 
Werribee Gorge, and mischievously chose the writer, who had never been to Werribee, and did not know 

it had a gorge, or of what a gorge consisted, as guide. Protests were in vain, but luckily Skeats was going 
to see if the famous striations were well. During this walk a series of misfortunes befell our President. 

On getting into the cab he put his live pipe into his coat pocket, and burnt a hole in both pocket and coat; 
and some of the sparks fell on his umbrella and burnt holes in that. Naturally these mishaps put Henry 

out of humour, and his friends could not console him. Worse was to follow. There had been heavy rain, 

and the river was in flood and rising. Henry did not accompany the party that went up the Gorge. On our 
return we found him on the opposite side of the river near a place where it could be forded when the river 

was low. How were we to get our President across the river? A farmer lent him a draught horse, and, 
seated not too securely on an old saddle, Henry attempted to cross, with fifteen or more members 

watching the misfortune of their friend and leader with some of the amusement upon which 
Rochefoucault remarked more than two hundred years ago. In the middle of the river the horse decided it 

was no place for him, turned round and took Henry back amidst the loud cheering of his friends. The 

farmer mounted another horse and took Henry's Bucephalus by the bridle, but the jade stubbornly refused 
to cross the swirling stream; back the horses went to the other side. Finally a spring-cart with two 

draught horses in tandem was driven across, bumping the President up and down and to and fro, and 
delivered him to us, to the accompaniment of huzzas, and a few cries of "encore." Henry was a logical 

man, but he chose to blame the guide for all his misfortunes on this afternoon. 

After he ceased to be President, our founder was not so prominent in the Club. He stayed on the 

Committee till 1917, when he retired in compliance with By-law Eight. He was not in good health, and 

expressed his willingness to resign his membership, but was persuaded to remain. He almost ceased to 

attend walks, or even functions, and would button-hole such of the older members as he met, and talk 

dismally about the future of the Club, 

quorum pars magna fuit. 

He was unwarrantedly pessimistic. Some of our earlier members were not of the right Wallabian 

strainðthey were merely men of business. Only sixteen of the fifty-five members on the roll of 1901 

were members in 1906 when Henry ceased to be Secretary, whilst in 1925ðthe year after he diedð

thirty of the sixty-nine members who were on the roll of 1906 were still active members. Despite 

heavy losses in recent years, twenty members are still in the Club who joined during or before the year 

in which our founder was gathered to his fathers. 

E. Lenthall Oldfield, D.D.Sc., was a leading dentist of the 'nineties, and had a training school for 

teaching young men their profession before the days of Dental Colleges, when a University training was 
made essential. He was also a prominent man in musical and Masonic circles. 

 

Toast .........................................................................................................  " Our Guests " 

MR THEODORE FINK 

The Wallaby endeavours to attain what he desires, 

and lives in expectation of acquiring something better. 

Every time his thirst is satisfied he takes another walk 

to engender a fresh one. 

"To all, to each, a fair good night, 

and pleasing dreams and slumbers light." 

A Merry Christmas 
From the Quarterly Dinner Card, Saturday 14 December 1901.  Grand Hotel, Melbourne. 
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ON THE ROAD TO TAGGERTY (1909). 
J. W. Springthorpe, A. W. D. Robertson, F. W. Clendinnen, R. R. Garran, F. W. Clements and hound  

OUTING AT KEPPEL'S FALLS, MARYSVILLE  
(1909)  
Recliningñ R. R. Garran, A.W.D. Robertson, F.W. 
Clements, J. W. Springthorpe, L.E. Groom.  
Back Rowñ F.W. Clendinnen, the Guide. 

 

QUEENSBOROUGH , June, 1902.  
Backñ J. T. Brett, C. E. Elliston, H.B. Higgins, W.B. Smith,  
E.L. Armstrong.  
FrontñS. G. Pirani, G.A. Syme, H. C. Dix, W. C. Kernot, F. T. Derham 


