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Preface

The plan for this Centenary History was put forward by the Centenary Subcommittee, John Swan,
Convenor, Harold Attwood, member and Historian and Geoff Stevens member and Hon. Sec. and
accepted by the Committee. Mick Dexter was later co-opted to the Subcommittee because of his
valuable work in the computerisation of membership lists.
Two earlier histories had been produced. The first by Alfred Hart published in 1944 dealt in some
detail with the history of the Club until the presidency of Robert Law in 1922 -23. However, some
verses from the dinner cards to 1939 are included and the list of members e xtends to 1944. This history
is out of print. The second history published in 1954 was written by J.F.L. Woodburn and gives
highlights of the Club, a list of Presidents and an updating of the membership list to the year of
publication. This erratic coverage of the earlier years arose from a reticence to give details of important
members who were still alive— and many lived long.
Both histories have been reprinted in this centenary production so that a perspective of all ten decades
is given.
A draft third history, in manuscript only, was produced by a collaboration between H. Stuart
Hutchison, Eric Vance and Bill Coppel. A holograph note, probably by Harold Moore, gives the
following credits —"Hutchison to 1965, Vance/Coppel to 1969". Extracts from this draft history will
be quoted in a preamble to our centenary history the format of which is otherwise new.
In this new history, essays have been provided by former officers of the Club about what such
functionaries as President, Hon. Secretary, Walks Secretary and Hon. Treasurer actually do. A list of all
members over the 100 years is provided and included is a brief statement about occupation of each
member. This latter idea was Bert Bolton's, the first Historian who, to the loss of the club, resigned in
1988.
The last essay tries to explain why the Club has not just persisted for 100 years, but in its centenary year is
hale and hearty with a membership of 55.
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Dedicated to
ALLEN WILLIAM DAVID ROBERTSON, M.D., B.S.
Honorary Secretary, Wallaby Club, 1909—
A man he is to all the members dear,
And brings us health on twenty walks a year.
GOLDSMITH (adapted).

1944
AN D ER SO N, G O WAN PT Y . LT D .
MELBOURNE
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Introduction

This book is based primarily upon records such as annual reports, lists of members, minute -books,
fortnightly notices of walks, circulars concerning functions, dinner -cards, etc., all of which have been
faithfully preserved for us by our honorary secretaries since 1902. Prior to that year such materials for
writing a history of the Club are scanty and discontinuous; a year of plenty was followed by two or
three years of famine or complete silence. These records have been supplemented by my own
recollections of a forty-two-years' membership of this famous and delightful Club; they are amongst
my most pleasant and cherished memories.
Oral tradition does not exist for the five recordless years; of the members before 1899 one only is now
alive. He was elected, paid his subscription, attended neither walk nor function, and resigned his
membership after three months; knowing nothing, he has nothing to relate. Of the forty members of the
Club in 1900, only one is with us now in 1944; he is Edward La Touche Armstrong, th e Father of the
Club. He wrote the opening paragraph of this book, contributed all that is told of three Founders,
Dawson, Bennie and Oldfield, and added much to my own knowledge of Krome and Elliston. In
addition, he read the history in manuscript, and gave me much helpful criticism. To him the thanks of
the Club are due. Another old-time member, Sir Robert Garran, a former President and a contributor to
and editor of our dinner-cards, has read the galley-proofs, and, at my request, he called coy Calliope to
revisit him and wrote the "Prologue" to this history. Emeritus Professor W. A. Osborne reminded me of
a forgotten episode, viz., the man who came to Springthorpe's dinner, and he also read the galley proofs, as did Oswald Burt, our President, and Allen Robertson, our Honorary Secretary. Each of these
gentlemen deserves our thanks.
Nineteen photographic illustrations cover rather inadequately forty years of our history. Though we
possess at least a hundred such photographs, our choice was limited because the majority could not
be satisfactorily reproduced. Names of the persons depicted should be read from left to right.
Unfortunately, identification of all the persons in every plate was not possible; whenever the identity
of a figure was uncertain, the man or woman was termed a "visitor." No attempt was made to give a
name to a person who was represented in a photograph by a back, a hat, an ear or a half -face. About
half the plates carry exact dates; that printed on each of the others is usually an inferenc e rather than
a known fact. Thus plate I. is dated 1912 because Wallaby Latham was elected in August, 1911, and
Wallaby Clendinnen ceased to attend walks early in 1913. Some of the localities in which Law,
Clendinnen, Clements and Harper operated their cameras are indicated vaguely in the absence of
exact knowledge.
Our only possible dedicatee is Allen Robertson, our very efficient Honorary Secretary, who has turned the
Club into a happy and united brotherhood, and never wearies of well-doing.
Finally, members of the Club owe a debt of gratitude to our master-printer, George Anderson, M.A., LL.M.,
M.Com. He has displayed great interest and remarkable care in making this book a credit to the Club and his
Company.
1st May, 1944.
ALFRED HART.

6

Prologue
"Eheu fugaces, Postume, Postume,
Labuntur anni."
QUINTUS HORATIUS MACROPUS
I once learnt a list of American Presidents,
Help'd by a Marvellous Memory System; Forgot
are the System and most of the Presidents (Save
the last three and the next few to follow Roosevelt, Roosevelt, Roosevelt, Roosevelt . . .
Remembering 's easy just now in America).
But sans any System, these Wallaby Presidents
On Memory's tablets are graven indelibly.
The page brings back surging a host of old memories,
Faces and voices and gestures familiar,
Dinners marsupial, hikings marsupial,
Laughter and merriment, fun and good fellowship,
Verses and epigrams, wit and philosophy,
Hearts that kept young, though with years' long procession
Some of the legs might "require conveyance".
Here's to the health of all wandering Wallabies!
Some have gone on to the meadows Elysian,
Where one fine day we shall all meet together,
Meet and go walking in moly and asphodel Let's
make a date right away for next Jubilee!
Gale will be there, H. B. Higgins, Clendinnen,
Henry of course, the great Wallaby progenitor,
Blowing his whistle — stern disciplinarian,
Monash, with guest (perhaps Caesar or Xenophon),
Stevens (who'll surely bring Shakespeare along with him),
Springthorpe, conversing at large on the Optimum,
Lockyer, who'll look in your baggage for contraband,
Clapin, "Walks Sec.," with his map and pedometer,
Maling, the "Argus-eyed silver-tongued master,
Whose spear lightly touch'd, but a touch was disaster".
Gibbs, who might "put his tall hat and collar by"
When he went out for a walk with a "Wollarby",
Last the bold Seven, who, "rheumatiz racking 'em
Paddled through rain on the high road to Pakenham".
(Or did they? Consider your verdict, O bevy dense;
Seven to one is a big weight of evidence.)
Turn over the pages — you'll find, inter alia,
Blue Wallabiana and red Bacchanalia;
But don't look askance at the Wallab morality—
Only in verse does he practise rascality;
And don't be too hard on his want of sobriety—
He's really a pattern of human society,
At home and abroad held in high estimation
Both in his walk and his conversation.
R. R, GARRAN, April, 1944

YARRA GLEN Nov., 1899.
Back row— R. G. Hyndman, H. H. Champion, F. G. Duffy, J. Mather
Front row— J. V. McEacharn, C. B. Luffman, L. Henry,
H. B. Higgins, G. A. Syme

QUEENSCLIFF, Feb., 1900.
Standing— S. Gillott, F. W. Ward, T. Palmer, H. H. Champion
R. G. Hyndman, Rice (Visitor), W. C. Kernot, E. Hartung,
H. B Higgins
Sitting— H Wrixon, L. Henry, G. C. Morrison, J. V. McEacharn.

GROUP OF WALLABIES AND VISITORS IN LILYDALE DISTRICT (1912).
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History of the Wallaby Club
CHAPTER I.
ORIGIN AND THE FOUNDERS.
Fifty years ago it occurred to a Melbourne physician, Dr. Henry, that there was room for a club

embodying the Johnsonian definition, 'an assembly of good fellows, meeting under certain conditions,'
and including some special qualifications that would form a bond of sympathy between members.
Professional men, including artists, teachers, musicians, writers and thinking men of all kinds, men who
had done something for their calling or for the community, were to be sought. One thing in addition
was essential. Members must be fond of walking, not in the athletic sense—athleticism was rather
anathema to the founder and projectors of the Club but as a means of reasonable outdoor enjoyment
that would be conducive to health, conversation and good companionship. As the public park in Athens
formed the original Academy of the Greek philosophers, so the open spaces in the bush lands around
Melbourne were to be the habitat of the proposed Club. The idea was sound, and the cooperation of a
few well-known men of Melbourne was secured. The first members to be enrolled were three medical
men, four senior schoolmasters, a leading dentist, and a young University professor. They held their first
meeting in Dr. Henry's rooms in Collins Street, and drew up resolutions which so well record the
feelings by which the early members were actuated that they are reproduced in full.
Meeting held at Dr. Henry's, 54 Collins Street, Friday, June 22nd, 1894.
PRESENT.— Dr. Louis Henry (in the chair), Professor Moore, Dr. Bennie, Messrs. Dawson, Oldfield, Palmer and
Krome. Apologies were received from Dr. Neild and Mr. Neighbour.
INCEPTION.—Proposed by Professor Moore:— That the names mentioned constitute the present members' roll
of the Club, and that it is desirable that a Club be formed with objects hereinafter specified.—Seconded by Mr.
Dawson. —Carried.
NAME OF CLUB:— Proposed by Mr. Dawson:
That the name of the Club be "The Wallaby Club." — Seconded by Mr. Krome. —Carried.
RULES.—The following resolutions were put to the vote and carried:
1. Objects of the Club. — The objects of the Club shall be the pursuit of health and recreation, by means of walks,
excursions and social intercourse.
2. Limit of Membership.—The Club shall not exceed the limit of 21 members.
3. Nomination and Election. —The names of those desirous of joining the Club after its inception shall be proposed
and seconded by a Member of the Committee, and forwarded to the Secretary, who shall present the proposal at
the first Ordinary Meeting of the Club, and at the subsequent meeting the candidate shall be elected by show of
hands. Any one objection by open voting shall be deemed sufficient to disqualify the proposal.
4. Monthly Meeting.—The Club shall meet at least once a month, in the evening, for the transaction of business, to
arrange walks, etc., and for social intercourse.
5. Committee.—The Committee of the Club shall consist of the following office-bearers: The President, VicePresident and Honorary Secretary and Treasurer, all of whom shall be elected annually by a majority of votes of the
members. At the Committee Meeting two shall be a quorum.
6. Annual Meeting.—The Annual Meeting shall take place in the first week of July of each year.
7. Invitations to Walk.—Each Member shall be at liberty to invite not more than one male friend to a walk.
9

Liability of Members.—Any expenses incurred at the meetings of the Club shall be met by each Member paying
his own liabilities.

8.
9.

Children.—Children shall not be admitted to the walks.

10. Absence from Walks.—Any Member absenting himself from four successive walks without a

satisfactory explanation, shall cease to be a Member.

11. Conduct.—Any Member guilty of conduct uncongenial to the other members may, by the determination of the

Club, have his name expunged from the roll of Members.

12. Alterations, etc., of By-laws.—Any modifications, alterations, or additions to these By-laws shall be proposed at a

General Meeting and discussed at the following meeting.

13. Election of Office-bearers: — The Members of the Club shall elect the Office-bearers at the Annual Meeting.
14. Subscription.—The subscription to the Club shall be such sum as is necessary to defray the working expenses.
15. Honorary Members.— Honorary Members may be elected, who shall enjoy the same privileges as ordinary

Members, but shall not have the right of voting or taking part in the management of the Club.

ROLL OF MEMBERS.
J. E. Neild, M.D.
P. B. Bennie, M.B., Ch. B.
E. L. Oldfield, D.D.Sc.
G. H. Neighbour, M.A., L.L.B.
A. H. Dawson, M.A., LL.B.
T. Palmer, M.A., LL.B.
O. Krome, B.A.
H. Moore, Prof., B.A., LL.B.
I. L. Henry, M.D., J.P.
All these men have passed away, the last of them being the youngest, Professor Sir William Harrison
Moore, who died forty-one years later. Most of the others are names only, though persons of importance
in their day.
James Edward Neild, M.D., physician, pharmacist, journalist, dramatic critic and Shakespearean
scholar, who heads the list of the founders, was a very versatile man, and one of the best known
personalities in the Melbourne of the later Victorian era. He arrived in Victoria in 1853, and for a
dozen years was in turn physician, pharmacist and journalist; he then reverted to his profession,
edited the Australian Medical Journal, and became President and afterwards Honorary Secretary of
the Medical Society of Victoria. Nearly every medical member elected to the Club during the first
two decades of its existence must have listened to his lectures on Forensic Medicine; he began them
in 1863 when the Medical School of our University was founded, and retired in 1905. He was one of
the founders of the Melbourne Shakespeare Society, and for some years was its Pres ident. He
delighted to entertain actors and actresses, professional and amateur, at his house in Spring Street,
and explained to youthful reciters how to speak the blank verse of the master as he had heard it from
the lips of the greatest actors and actresses of his time. An inveterate theatre-goer both in London and
in Melbourne, he had written the first dramatic criticisms to appear in The Age, and continued this
work for many years in The Argus and Australasian. He had reached the psalmist's span of threescore and ten years when the Wallaby Club was formed, and may have attended the preliminary
meetings at which the resolutions set out above were drafted. He probably lent his name and gave his
blessing to the newly-born Club, but was not present when the by-laws were passed. He qualified as a
walking member by joining Henry, Neighbour, Dawson and Moore in a walk through the fields from
Camberwell to Oakleigh, and so made his exit from our records on September 16, 1894, and resigned
before the end of that year.
Otto Krome was more constant, and often walked till July, 1895, and took no part in the Club disputes,
which continued till the close of that year. Apparently some form of re-organisation occurred about this
time; thirteen members paid a guinea each, presumably a subscription. Among them was Krome, but not
Palmer, yet the latter's name is on the rolls of members printed in 1899 and 1901. Krome must have
resigned; in 1902 he became principal of the Methodist Ladies' College. Krome was re -elected a member
of the Club in 1903, and walked with us for many years. His father was a Lutheran minister who objected
to the militaristic policy of the Prussian Government, and did not wish his Otto to become cannon -fodder.
Krome was a tall, plump, chubby-faced man, good-humoured, hospitable, fond of good cheer and of
singing German songs. As years went on his circumference increased, whilst the distance between the
upper and lower cross-bars of fences remained constant. One day he tried to squeeze himself through a
wire fence which had been very tautly strained, and became a fixture in the fence, unable to move forward
or backward. A deputation of members was compelled to wait upon the owner of the paddock, who, after
some argument agreed, upon payment of adequate compensation, to cut the wire and release his prisoner.
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Two of the founders, Thomas Palmer and Otto Krome, were schoolmasters, being the principals of the
recently founded University High School. Palmer had some years before left the ill-paid service of the
Education Department, and with J. B. O’Hara, the poet, had established South Melbourne College a
school of coeducation. The two partners formed an odd conjunction of opposites—O'Hara gentle,
refined, imaginative, a well-read scholar, religious and a good mathematician; Palmer a forcible,
dogmatic, argumentative, matter-of-fact realist and with little culture or scholarship. After the financial
crisis in 1892-3, Government expenditure on education was ruthlessly cut down, and the Teachers'
Training College was closed. Palmer left O'Hara, joined forces with Krome, leased the Teachers'
College at a very low rental, and founded the University High School for boys and girls. Palmer had
charge of the boys, and belonged to the order of flogging schoolmasters. Woe to the boy who did not
work in his classes! On one occasion he found that a class knew nothing of the Latin set down for that
day's work, and decided to cane the class. After a dozen or more had received punishment, a boy found
courage to tell the flagellator that the lesson on which the class had been examined had been set for his
elder brother in the next higher class. Flogging ceased. Later on Palmer was appointed Headmaster of
Wesley College, and took with him a hundred or more boys from University High School. He did not
stay long in the Club, and took his last walk in January, 1901; later in that year he went to South Africa,
and became editor of The Cape Times.
Most distinguished of the nine original members was the youngest , William Harrison Moore. At
that time he was twenty-seven years of age, and had been Professor of Law for two years. Like
his predecessors, Dr. Hearn and Edward Jenks, he was a ripe scholar and admirable teacher. The late
Sir Ernest Scott said of his colleague in his History of the University of Melbourne: "The foundation of
the Commonwealth of Australia entailed the creation of the High Court with its original and appellate
jurisdictions: and that Court opened up realms of legal interpretation undreamt of in the days of Hearn.
Moore had wrestled with the subject as it grew, absorbing—not without qualms sometimes—the
massive judgments as they emanated from the bench, and the usually massive judgments which upset
the previous emanations. Like the silkworm in the cocoon, he was at home amidst the immeasurable
threads." (p. 201)
Legal works written by Jenks and Moore are still standard text -books in our Law School. Moore was
so slightly built and retained so long the appearance of youth that strangers took him for an
undergraduate after he had reached middle age. Socially he was a charming man, the pink of courtesy,
gentle and exceedingly modest. He was, as a jurist must be, precise and accurate in his use of words;
"I wish, Robertson," he once said to our Secretary, "people would not talk of Melbourne University
when they mean the University of Melbourne." During 1894 he attended some walks and meetings,
and members were invited to say "good-bye" to him on his departure for a visit to England in
September of that year. He returned in February, 1895, went for three walks, and attended the first
Annual Meeting. Sensing the trouble ahead, he stayed away during the whole of that year, but took
part in the Wallaby Dinner held at Menzies' Hotel, September 12, 1896. In his absence he was elected
Vice-President at a small meeting held February 5, 1897. His name is on the roll of members dated
July, 1896, but is missing from the lists for 1899, 1901 and 1904. Rejoining in October, 1904, he
became a member of Committee and Vice-President for 1906-7, and was President for 1907-8. He
continued his membership until 1921, and, after being knighted, accepted the invitation to be Chief
Guest at the Annual Dinner in 1925. He resigned his chair in 1927 after a tenure of thirty -five years,
and died in 1933—a fatal year for University dignitaries.
George Henry Neighbour, K.C., originally a teacher and a Headmaster of Carlton College, was
practising law when he took part in the formation of the Wallaby Club. He was not at the meeting
when the By-laws were passed, but was probably at an unrecorded meeting at which they were
drafted, and he took part, in company with Henry and Oldfield, in three trial walks before the first
meeting. At the first regular meeting of the Club, when office -bearers were elected he became VicePresident. He attended the walks very regularly for a time, but dropped out of the Club after
February, 1895. At the Annual Meeting in July, Colonel Elliston was elected Vice -President in his
place. Neighbour was a lecturer in law at the University, joined the public service as Prothonotary
and Chief Clerk of the Supreme Court, and later was raised to the County Court Bench.
Wallabies should honour the memory of A. Halkett Dawson, because to him we owe the name of our
Club. Originally a New Zealand schoolmaster, he came to Melbourne about 1890, took up the study of
law, and began the practice of his new profession. A quiet, genial man, with a fund of dry humour, he
was able and willing to break a lance with anyone who did not see eye to eye with him. Among the
rules of the Club was one: "Children shall not be admitted to the walks." Instead of moving that this
rule should be omitted, he gave notice in writing that he proposed to insert the words "in arms" after
"children." This neat touch of ridicule was effective, and this by-law was omitted when the code was

revised. At first Dawson was a regular attendant at walks and suppers, but gradually his enthusiasm
waned as discord waxed stronger. He resigned his membership on the same day as Oldfield did his
position of Secretary, and refused to reconsider his resignation, though the members had carried a
motion asking him to withdraw it.
Dr. Peter Bruce Bennie was a leading children's doctor who had been educated at Scotch College and
afterwards at our University. His name is on the rolls of members printed in 1896, 1899, 1901, and he
resigned his membership in 1903. Armstrong, an old Scotch Collegian, describes him as a thoughtful,
kindly man, bearded and professional looking, a mixture of philosopher and man of science. Quiet and
unassuming, the better he was known the more he was liked. He did not attend many meetings, but did
his share of walking, and usually came in company with Drs. Brett and Syme --both like him, men of
peace who took no part in the early troubles of the Club.
Dr. Louis Henry, to whom the Club owes its birth and early upbringing, was a distinct personality at a
time when personalities were more plentiful than at present. After leaving school he went, about 1870, to
Wurzburg University in North Bavaria, a town with a famous Medical School, and here he graduated M.D.
in 1876. He then transferred himself to London University, and became a Licentiate of the Royal College
for Physicians in 1878, returned to Melbourne and commenced practice. He waited till 1888 before taking
the Melbourne degree of M.D., and did not join the Medical Society of Victoria. Early in the 'eighties he
visited London and came back with a charter from the British Medical Association which gave our
physicians and surgeons the right to form in Victoria a branch of the parent body. For many years there
were two rival Medical Associations; in 1907 they were amalgamated. Dr. Henry was therefore the
founder of the Victorian branch of the powerful B.M.A. Incidentally he was a student and composer of
music, and published some of his compositions.
A short, stout, natty man, formal and precise in speech, dignified in demeanour, courteous but quicktempered, and a trifle punctilious about points of etiquette, he was a well -to-do physician who could,
and did, spare the time to develop and perfect this child of his brain. He was justly proud of this Club,
which grew from nine to seventy-five members in seven years, and, on the whole, maintained its
peculiar quality throughout. President of the infant body during its first two and a half years, he
reappears after its re-birth in 1899 as Honorary Secretary, a position he retained till the middle of 1906.
He wrote the notices of every walk and function, arranged all the details, and attended every meeting of
the Club. He delighted in collecting and adapting for the dinner cards sententious and antithetic
maxims, epigrams, quips and facetiae of all kinds. Reading his Wallabiana forty years later, one feels
that they lack spontaneity, smell much of the lamp, and are somewhat ponderous. One of his Committee
suggested that Henry believed in a despotism tempered by epigrams. Certainly he was inclined to
regiment his flock like a kindly pastor, and a member soon learnt what a good Wallaby should or should
not do. At Club dinners he arranged each table, assigning the quota of diners to each as he thought fit,
and some members were not amused when they found themselves separated from their best friends.
Henry chose a knobby stick for Club members, and arranged with a tobacconist to keep a supply for us.
Soon the Wallabies, young and old, were uniformly "be-sticked." Henry had a photograph made of his
own, which was, for a time, shown at the end of all "talks" illustrated with lantern -slides. Past is the day
of the walkingstick; our septuagenarian members scorn such adventitious aid, and hop along the track
stickless. Henry designed a medallion bearing the words "Wallaby Club," in silver for members, in
silver-gilt for members of Committee, while the President was presented with one in gold. He attended
every walk, and blew a shrill whistle every forty minutes as a signal that members in the lead mu st
cease walking till the rear-guard (which invariably included Henry) had joined them; then all rested for
five or ten minutes.
Originally the club went for a walk each week on alternate Saturdays and Sundays; later this was
changed to fortnightly walks. Henry was never satisfied with the attendance of members at the walks,
yet in the years 1906-11, during which our Secretaries— Armstrong, Hansen and Robertson— kept
accurate records, the number of walkers on Saturdays averaged fifteen and on Sundays twenty . Henry
had inspired successive increases in our numbers from twenty-one to forty in 1895, from forty to fifty
in 1900, and from fifty to seventy-five in 1901. In the middle of 1904, he proposed that the maximum
be increased to one hundred; this proposal was rejected at a small Saturday meeting. In March, 1906,
the opening walk of the season was followed by a dinner which was attended by a large number of
members. Henry, still undaunted, had given notice on the card that he intended to move that By -law
Three be altered to read:
"The roll limit shall be 100 Members."

After debate this motion was decisively rejected. Henry's notice concerning his proposal to increase the
number of members was the last sent out by him as Honorary Secretary. Apparently he took the rejection
of his motion to heart, and felt the members were getting out of step. The next notice was signed E. La
Touche Armstrong as Acting Honorary Secretary, and at the following Annual Meeting he was
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elected Honorary Secretary. As a result of Henry's abrupt resignation, the customary dinnercard for the Annual
Dinner in 1906 was omitted.
Henry remained on the Committee, but great changes in its personnel were taking place. Of the
Committee of 1904 only three officials, Dix the Honorary Treasurer, Armstrong the Honorary Secretary,
and Henry, then Vice-President, remained in 1907. Henry became President in 1908. An incident
occurred during his year of office worth recounting. Hansen, our Secretary, had arranged a walk to
Werribee Gorge, and mischievously chose the writer, who had never been to Werribee, and did not know
it had a gorge, or of what a gorge consisted, as guide. Protests were in vain, but luckily Skeats was going
to see if the famous striations were well. During this walk a series of misfortunes befell our President.
On getting into the cab he put his live pipe into his coat pocket, and burnt a hole in both pocket and coat;
and some of the sparks fell on his umbrella and burnt holes in that. Naturally these mishaps put Henr y
out of humour, and his friends could not console him. Worse was to follow. There had been heavy rain,
and the river was in flood and rising. Henry did not accompany the party that went up the Gorge. On our
return we found him on the opposite side of the river near a place where it could be forded when the river
was low. How were we to get our President across the river? A farmer lent him a draught horse, and,
seated not too securely on an old saddle, Henry attempted to cross, with fifteen or more members
watching the misfortune of their friend and leader with some of the amusement upon which
Rochefoucault remarked more than two hundred years ago. In the middle of the river the horse decided it
was no place for him, turned round and took Henry back amidst the loud cheering of his friends. The
farmer mounted another horse and took Henry's Bucephalus by the bridle, but the jade stubbornly refused
to cross the swirling stream; back the horses went to the other side. Finally a spring -cart with two
draught horses in tandem was driven across, bumping the President up and down and to and fro, and
delivered him to us, to the accompaniment of huzzas, and a few cries of "encore." Henry was a logical
man, but he chose to blame the guide for all his misfortunes on this afternoon.
After he ceased to be President, our founder was not so prominent in the Club. He stayed on the
Committee till 1917, when he retired in compliance with By-law Eight. He was not in good health, and
expressed his willingness to resign his membership, but was persuaded to remain. He almost ceased to
attend walks, or even functions, and would button-hole such of the older members as he met, and talk
dismally about the future of the Club,
quorum pars magna fuit.

He was unwarrantedly pessimistic. Some of our earlier members were not of the right Wallabian
strain—they were merely men of business. Only sixteen of the fifty-five members on the roll of 1901
were members in 1906 when Henry ceased to be Secretary, whilst in 1925—the year after he died—
thirty of the sixty-nine members who were on the roll of 1906 were still active members. Despite
heavy losses in recent years, twenty members are still in the Club who joined during or before the year
in which our founder was gathered to his fathers.
E. Lenthall Oldfield, D.D.Sc., was a leading dentist of the 'nineties, and had a training school for
teaching young men their profession before the days of Dental Colleges, when a University training was
made essential. He was also a prominent man in musical and Masonic circles.

Toast ......................................................................................................... " Our Guests "
MR THEODORE FINK
The Wallaby endeavours to attain what he desires,
and lives in expectation of acquiring something better.
Every time his thirst is satisfied he takes another walk
to engender a fresh one.
"To all, to each, a fair good night,
and pleasing dreams and slumbers light."

A Merry Christmas
From the Quarterly Dinner Card, Saturday 14 December 1901. Grand Hotel, Melbourne.
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QUEENSBOROUGH
, June, 1902.
Back— J. T. Brett, C. E. Elliston, H.B. Higgins, W.B. Smith,
E.L. Armstrong.
Front—S. G. Pirani, G.A. Syme, H. C. Dix, W. C. Kernot, F. T. Derham

OUTING AT KEPPEL'S FALLS, MARYSVILLE
(1909)
Reclining— R. R. Garran, A.W.D. Robertson, F.W.
Clements, J. W. Springthorpe, L.E. Groom.
Back Row— F.W. Clendinnen, the Guide.

ON THE ROAD TO TAGGERTY (1909).
J. W. Springthorpe, A. W. D. Robertson, F. W. Clendinnen, R. R. Garran, F. W. Clements and hound

14

CHAPTER II
GROWING PAINS AND TWILIGHT.
Walking in pleasant company— the prime purpose of the Club— had begun nearly four weeks before
the By-laws were passed; three of the founders— Henry, Neighbour and Oldfield— had taken trial
trips on three Sunday afternoons in the Heidelberg district, then almost rural. On Saturday, June 23,
1894, the day after its formation, the first official walk of the Wallaby Club took place. Six newly self christened Wallabies— Bennie, Dawson, Henry, Neighbour, Oldfield and Palmer—hopped from
Doncaster to Heidelberg and dined together at the Old England Hotel, our house of call for many a
year afterwards. On the next Saturday, Krome and Moore took the place of the absent Bennie, and with
the other five made the first of our hundred pilgrimages from Sandringham to Mordialloc; they dined
at the Bridge Hotel, where we have eaten many a Christmas dinner. On Sunday, July 8, the Club went
on its first Sunday jaunt; five Wallabies, including Dawson, Krome, Henry, Neild and Oldfield,
travelled along by-paths from Camberwell to Oakleigh and returned by train to dine at home. Neild,
the Nestor of our founders, qualified on this day as a Wallaby, but walked no more with us.
Thenceforward members took weekly walks on alternate Saturdays and Sundays. At the first "Regular"
or Monthly Meeting on the evening of Friday, July 20, seven of our founders were present and elected
the office-bearers. Henry became President, Neighbour Vice-President and Oldfield Honorary
Secretary and Treasurer. Henry took the chair, and his first action was to permit the By-laws passed
four weeks before to be broken by electing R. W. Pennefather and G. B. Overend, two lawyers,
members of the Club. Immediately afterwards, Oldfield proposed that Dr. O'Hara be a member, and
Henry seconded this proposal. O'Hara was elected at the next Monthly Meeting in strict accordance
with the provisions of the third By-law. What lies behind this odd sequence of first breaking and then
obeying the by-laws? Perhaps an unrecorded motion that Messrs. Pennefather and Overend be elected
members had been moved immediately after the Club was founded. After the election of members, a
general discussion took place on the question whether non-professional men should be eligible for
membership; opinion must have been divided, as no decision was recorded. At the end of the meeting
the nine members present "adjourned for supper," probably at the Masonic Club, where the meeting
was held. At the third Monthly Meeting the six members present elected five new members—Drs. J.
Talbot Brett and George Adlington Syme, Theodore Fink, Robert Wallace Best and D. W. Ramsay.
Mention will be made later of Brett, Syme and Fink. Robert Wallace Best, a lawyer and partner of
Fink, was a prominent figure in municipal and political life.
At this meeting began the practice of tinkering with the By-laws—a favourite evening pastime of
many early Wallabies. A walk took place next day at which only Henry, Oldfield and the newly elected Brett were present. At the next Committee Meeting, Neighbour and Oldfield decided to fi ne
Dawson, O'Hara and Palmer 2s. 6d. each for non-attendance. At this time the Club had seventeen
members; of these, three walked, eleven sent apologies for their absence, and the three delinquents
were, in military parlance, A.W.L. Before the meeting terminated, Henry arrived, and, after some
discussion, it was decided to remit the fines, which the Committee had no power to impose.
Shortly afterwards the Committee sent out a circular, prepared by Dr. Henry, to members, censuring them
for irregular attendance; the Committee suggested:That absence from two consecutive walks, without a satisfactory explanation, delivered to the Hon. Sec, on or
before the Wednesday next following, shall entail loss of membership.
(i)

(ii)

That the Monthly Meeting be held at the conclusion of the last Saturday's walk in the month.

(iii)

That the supper be held quarterly instead of monthly.
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(iv) Members must notify the Hon. Sec. on the Thursday preceding the walk (or supper) of their intention not to be
present, failing which it must be emphasised that they shall pay their share of the expenses.

A General Meeting was summoned for the evening of Tuesday, October 9, to discuss the proposals made
above. Ten members attended the meeting, discussed the suggestions, but took no action. Two other changes in
the By-laws were proposed:—
(a) That the limit of the number of members be forty.
(b) That "ballot" be substituted for "show of hands" wherever those words occur.

Apparently the two last changes were made because the number of members rose to nearly thirty, and
we find that three members were elected by ballot about seven weeks later. At this meeting Colonel E.
C. Elliston was elected a member. He was among the best known of our early Wallabies, and at the
Annual Meeting in 1895 was elected Vice-President in place of Neighbour, who had left the Club. His
name is in the roll of members in July, 1896, but not in those of 1899 and 1901; he was the first
member to join the Club after the publication of the list of members in March, 1901. He was a retired
Indian Army officer, who had made his home in Victoria. Well past middle age, this thin, wiry active
man was capable of maintaining a walking pace which tested the endura nce of members half his age.
Two young members, in the exuberance of youth, played a trick upon him. They were sauntering
along at a modest three miles an hour when he passed them and kept walking briskly ahead. At the
side of the road was a very deep channel about two feet wide; dropping into this and running at a
moderate pace they were able to emerge from it well in front of him and began sauntering as before,
The Colonel put on full steam, and passed them again. They repeated their trick and mysteriousl y
appeared ahead of him again. Nothing daunted, the gallant old warrior bestirred himself and passed
them the third time, giving them a scornful look. By this time the young Wallabies had the grace to
feel ashamed of themselves and accepted defeat. He soon became an active member of Committee,
and was one of those who arranged walks and other functions. In 1904 he went abroad and was in
Japan at the time of the Russo-Japanese War of 1904-5. He laughed at the current admiration of the
press for the Japanese as soldiers. "He has," said the Colonel, "admirable qualifications, but no better
than other Easterns," thinking, doubtless, of the Sikhs and Gurkhas, and added, "The Russian soldier
is a splendid specimen, but the poor fellow is swindled out of his clothe s and food by his officers." He
remained in Victoria eleven years, and entertained his fellow -members on several occasions. In 1911
he decided to take a long journey abroad, and at the gathering which met to bid him bon voyage, said
jocularly that he was leaving to take a walking tour round the world. As he seemed quite serious,
some members supposed he was in earnest, and the legend grew in the Club that he had walked
through Manchuria, Siberia and Russia to St. Petersburg. Actually, he left Australia on a Japanese
steamer and travelled leisurely from the Far East to St. Petersburg, arriving in England three months
after leaving Melbourne. Three weeks afterwards he was on his travels again. His wife had stayed in
Australia, and expressed a wish to meet at Colombo and go to the Durbar. "Nothing easier," said the
Colonel, and left for Colombo. He got there by a most unusual route. After crossing the Channel, he
went via The Hook of Holland to Warsaw and Moscow, saw the famous fair at Nichinovogorod,
boarded a Volga steamboat, and went to Astrakhan, crossed the Caspian Sea, and visited the famous
oil wells at Baku in Transcaucasia. This province he crossed by rail and reached Batum on the Black
Sea. Then, instead of travelling almost due west to Constantinople, he went north-west to Odessa.
Then through the Bosphorus he visited Constantinople and passed through the Dardanelles into the
Aegean Sea, finishing up at Alexandria. Thereafter travelling by train to Port Said, he reached
Colombo by another Japanese steamer. As the. Colonel said, "Nothing easier."
On returning to England he settled at Bournemouth, on the coast of Hampshire, and concluded a very long
letter to Robertson with a characteristically Ellistonian touch:
"By the way: Do the Wallabies walk now? I do. I walked from Bournemouth to Sidmouth (eighty miles)—about
15 miles a day, stopping at each public house 10 minutes. On one march there were 120. It took me three days
to do that march. It did me no good either. Unfortunately you cannot avoid them. The people seem to prefer
them to churches. If I remember rightly, Wallabies did too."

He concluded his letter with "It may happen that I come out for a trip next year. If I do the
Wallabies will hear enough 'of their well-wisher, E. C. Elliston.'" Unfortunately this trip was never
made. His name was retained on our roll of members till 1915, when it was decided to omit it pending
his return to Melbourne. All of us were sorry not to see this whimsical, gallant old gent leman again.
Having circumnavigated the globe with the Colonel, the writer must return to the chronicles of the
Club. There seems no good reason why the reader should be wearied with the names of the twelve new
Wallabies elected during the next six months. Those who are curious in such matters may consult the roll
of members at the end of the volume. Only one of them, George Gibbs, links the Wallabies of 1895 to
16

those of 1914; he was one of the three elected on the banks of the Yarra. He was Secretary to the
Metropolitan Board of Works. A tall, well-built, pleasant-faced, bearded man, he remained a member
of the early Club till the last meeting on February 5, 1897, and must have resigned between that date
and 1889. His name is not on the rolls of members for 1899 and 1901. He was re-elected on the same
day as S. Leon, Gresham Robertson and the writer, who remembers meeting him on his first outing,
resplendent in tall hat, frock coat, striped trousers, gloved and with umbrella. An agreeable
companion, he was a good Wallaby, and on several occasions arranged visits by members to the water
reserves and reservoirs controlled by the Board.
Fourteen members attended the first annual meeting in 1895; the only business was the election of
office-bearers. Henry remained President, Oldfield Honorary Secretary and Treasurer, and Elliston
Vice-President. At the conclusion of the meeting Henry invited the members to dine with him. Before
this meeting and after it members continued to discuss the By-laws; at length a number of amendments
were ratified, and revised rules printed and circulated. A copy remains in existence, and it shows that
important alterations had been made. Among the chief changes are: (i) The maximum number of members was raised from twenty-one to forty
(ii) New members were to be elected by ballot instead of by a show of hands
(iii) No member could be expelled except by an absolute majority of the members
(iv) The Secretary must inform each member of any proposal to alter the rules
(v) On a requisition signed by five members, the Committee must summon a special meeting.
(vi) Quorums were fixed for Special, General and Annual Meetings.
(vii) The Committee had power to arrange walks, suppers, etc.

These changes were proposed by A. Halkett Dawson, and seconded by Dr. J. Talbot Brett; only Brett, Elliston,
Oldfield and Pennefather were at the meeting which ratified these By-laws.
After the Annual Meeting in 1895, the eclipse of the Club began. Only five walks were taken from July
7, 1895 to January 26, 1896; after this date, record of the attendances at walks and suppers ceases. On a
ramble from Sandringham to Mordialloc, Henry had for company John Jacobs, a candidate for election,
who was doing his trial on the track; later in the year the indomitable President did a solo tra mp from
Box Hill to Heidelberg, and refreshed his drooping spirit at the Old England Hotel. On Friday,
September 27 there was held a Committee Meeting at Johnston O'Shannassy's Rooms; apparently neither
Henry nor Oldfield would enter the other's chambers.
This was the first Committee Meeting recorded for a year. Colonel Elliston, now a man of peace, stayed
away and resigned his position of Vice-President. Henry was in the chair, and Oldfield was in
attendance. The Committee, i.e., Henry, decided not to have a Club Guest at the Quarterly Supper on
October 5; instead of entertaining a guest, Henry proposed to entertain the members by reading a short
paper on "Musical Psychology," and to engage a pianist, whose fee was to be paid from the Club funds.
"Members are requested to wear ordinary costume." Thirteen attended the supper. Clouds were
gathering, and soon the storm broke. At the Monthly Meeting held at Beaumaris on Saturday, October
26, only Henry was present, and he later gave instructions for an Adjourned General Meeting to be held
on Sunday, November 3. Oldfield claimed that this was illegal and an act of supererogation on the part
of the President. He was certainly right if the By-laws had any meaning; he refused to attend the
meeting, but seven members did, and elected Jacobs and Dr. P. Moloney members of the Club. Then
Henry spoke: "I call the attention of the members to the difficulty I have experienced in working with
the Secretary, with whom I must decline to work any longer, and to the lack of inter est taken by the
majority of the members in the walks and purposes of the Club." After a desultory discussion, in which
Messrs. Mackey, Benjamin, Ramsay, Krome and the newly-elected Jacobs had a share, it was decided
not to elect a Vice-President, and that a general meeting be called for the evening of Wednesday, 13th
inst., to alter the By-laws. D. W. Ramsay gave notice of a motion:— "That a paid Secretary be
appointed and that a Committee of five be appointed to consist of President, Vice -President, who shall
act as Treasurer, and three members to carry on the business of the Club."
Both the Special General Meeting held on November 13, and the Monthly General Meeting held on
November 23, were adjourned to Wednesday, November 27. Eleven members were present, and were
confronted with the resignations by Elliston of his Vice-Presidentship, by Oldfield of his offices of
Honorary Secretary and Treasurer, and by Dawson, who was not present, of his membership. These
resignations were accepted. Then Ramsay's motion was debated, and, after an amendment moved by
Elliston and seconded by Oldfield had been defeated, was carried by six votes to four. Then the meeting
turned itself into an "Extra Special General Meeting" to give immediate effect to Ramsay's motion;
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they elected Ramsay Vice-President and Treasurer, and put Dr. Amess, Elliston and Mackey on the
Committee.
After the storm came a calm. More than two months later the Committee, consisting of Henry (in the
chair) and the paid Secretary met "at the offices of the Club," 31 Queen Street, on Tuesday, February
18,1896, at 4.15 p.m. The one-man Committee proceeded to play ducks and drakes with the By-laws.
(a) He passed three new By-laws, and
(b) elected three new members—H. H. Champion, J. B. Butler and T. Patterson—and an honorary member—
Knight Aston (an actor)—and
(c) elected George Gibbs Vice-President and Treasurer in the room of Ramsay, who had resigned these
offices, and
(d) appointed Ramsay as Secretary at a remuneration of 10s. 6d. per member.
Afterwards Committee Meetings were held monthly or fortnightly, and mainly dealt with walks and
invitations of non-members to join in walks, which seem to have been taken at monthly intervals. Gibbs seems
to have helped by fixing a programme of four walks. A Wallaby Supper was held on May 23; seventeen
attended, including one guest. At the bottom of the list of members is a note by Ramsay:
The cost of the supper at the Vienna Cafe was £4, of which 15s. is still due to the Secretary (D. W. Ramsay).

Then followed two meetings of the Committee at which two walks were arranged; another such meeting
lapsed because the Secretary was not there. Henry however sent out a notice for a walk on July 19,
which is called No. 4 of Mr. Gibbs. After this the rest is silence.
Henry's records cease on July 11, 1896, and begin again more than three years later. We know very
little of what happened to the Club after this cessation, but examination of certain Club notices and
documents which have survived make it certain that the Wallabies were still walking and dining seven
months later, had elected fresh office-bearers, and were not showing any signs of breaking up into their
component parts. One notice, signed "D. W. Ramsay, Honorary Secretary," refers us back to a
Committee Meeting held on June 11, 1896, at which Henry and Ramsay were present. It gives members
notice of a walk on Sunday, 21st instant, from Armadale railway station "along Kooyong Road,
southwards to North Road, thence to North Road railway station: about 4 1/ 2 miles." Then follows
notice that "A Wallaby Smoke Night will be held early in July, at which our President (Dr. Henry) will
deliver a Lecturette on 'Victor Von Scheffel,' with musical illustrations by Herr Wendlandt ... The
President and Secretary will pay an official visit to members in a week or two."
Sir Thomas Browne asserts in his Hydriotaphia, "What songs the sirens sang, or what name Achilles
assumed when he hid himself among women, though puzzling questions, are not beyond all conjecture."
The writer, however, will not attempt to offer answers to the many questions which the nimble wits of
the Wallabies may frame. Who was Victor Von Scheffel? Did the Wallabies attend the lecture? Where
and when was the Smoke Night held? Did Henry with Ramsay visit the homes or the offices of the
Wallabies?
Another printed document gives the names of members on July 1, 1896; their addresses are omitted;
they number twenty-seven, and were: Drs. P. Bennie, G. A. Syme, L. Henry, J. Amess, Molloy and H.
M. O'Hara, Professors E. J. Nanson and W. Harrison Moore, Herren Kaussmaul, Krome, Wendlandt,
Hartung and Himmer, Dr. T. F. Bride, G. A. Gibbs, Col. E. C. Elliston, Messrs. F. Cornwall, D. W.
Ramsay, J. E. Mackey, T. Palmer, A. D. Hart, J. Jacobs, M. M. Brodie, H. H. Champ ion, J. B. Butler, T.
Patterson and A. G. Bradford.
The Wallaby Club forty-eight years ago included six doctors, two professors, two lawyers, two
schoolmasters, two officials, three musicians, a journalist, a retired Indian Army colonel and eight
business men -- only Malcolm M. Brodie survives, and he remembers nothing because he resigned three
months after becoming a member, and did not attend a walk or function. Henry's German education and
origin probably accounts for the presence of five Germans in a small club of twenty-seven members;
they would probably form a close coterie on the walks, as would the business men, and thus hinder,
rather than help, "the cultivation of good fellowship and friendly intercourse among members."
An undated notice headed Wallaby Club, issued not much more than six weeks after the issue of the
above list of members, is signed H. H. Champion, Hon. Sec., 7 Queen's Walk, Melbourne. Here follows
the text:
"It is proposed to commence this spring with an excursion to extend over Saturday and Sunday.
Members will meet at 2.15 p.m. Saturday, August 29, at Prince's Bridge station to take train to Box Hill,
and walk thence through Doncaster to Warrandyte (Anderson's Creek)—about 10 miles. Supper and bed
at Gromann's Hotel. Walk thence on Sunday to Yarra Glen, about 15 miles, and return by train, arriving at
Prince's Bridge at 9.7 p.m. Expenses, including fares, not more than 10s. 6d.
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"The following members have definitely promised to come: Dr. Henry, A. G. Bradford, E. W. Carey, H. H.
Champion, F. Cornwall, J. E. Mackey, and Prof. Nanson.
"Members who intend to come must let the undersigned know not later than First Post on Thursday morning,
as accommodation for the party must be secured beforehand. Each member may bring one guest on giving
notice.
"The Club will now go out on alternate Saturdays and Sundays until mid-summer. The walk following
this will be on Sunday, September 5. On Saturday, September 12, there will be no walk, but the usual
quarterly dinner will be held in the evening. Notice of time and place will be sent. Each member may
bring one guest to it."
A hole in the notice card has damaged the first syllable of the word "Gromann's" and cut out all but
fragments of the word following "Yarra." Under a lens "Gromann's" seems probably the correct word,
but some doubt is possible whether "Glen" is right. This notice is interesting. It tells us that Ramsay,
the first and last paid secretary of the Club, had ceased to be in our service, and that H. H. Champion, a
very able, popular, and well-known newcomer to Melbourne, was his successor. It will be noted that the
Club has a new member, E. W. Carey, who had become Honorary Treasurer, and that a week -end
excursion was breaking the monotony of walks from Box Hill to Heidelberg and Sandringham to
Mordialloc. Incidentally the new Secretary expects members to walk ten miles on Saturday afternoon
and fifteen miles on Sunday. By some accident, Henry preserved his copy of the menu of the Quarterly
Dinner of the Club held at Menzies' Hotel on September, 12, 1896. This fixes the year on which the
walk above was taken. On the blank side of the menu card, Henry and Carey conducted a written
discussion on ways and means. Carey asked, "How much each," to which Henry replied, "I can't say.
They'll send me the bill and we must average it out." "Then," replied Carey, "I can't collect to -night.
Give me the names and the amount for collection." Henry complied with the request, and wrote,
"Henry, O'Hara, Cornwall, Carey, Syme, Gibbs, Champion, Moore, Bradford, Kaussmaul, Macpherson,
A. D. Hart, Jacobs, Hartung and Cameron." Six unnamed guests were present. Thus twenty -one sat
down to dinner, among them two more new members, Macpherson and Dr. Cameron. Evidently in
September, 1896, the Club was walking and dining in true Wallabian style.
Three other documents, each dated February 5, 1897, prove that the Wallabies were carrying on the
good work five months later. On two sheets of foolscap are set out two variant copies of the balance
sheet of the Wallaby Club for the period ending February 5, 1897. One balance sheet is in the concise
official form, and sets out assets and liabilities opposite each other; it is signed E. W. Carey, Honorary
Treasurer. Assets consist of unpaid subscriptions, unpaid dinner dues, some stationery, and 19s. in cash;
liabilities are for printing, stationery, and a debt of 6s.11d. owing to D. W. Ramsay. A credit balance of
£9 /11s/1d. shows that the Club's financial position was good. The second balance sheet gives t he assets
in greater detail, and proves that an annual subscription of one guinea a year had replaced the earlier
method of making calls when money was needed. It is interesting to note that the Honorary Treasurer
had paid neither subscription nor dinner dues. This document dovetails neatly into another in Henry's
handwriting. It is a list of the members, and opposite the names of eleven members is written, pd. £1/1 / ; opposite Nanson's name is 10s.6d., with a note on the side, "As he entered in May, only charged halfrate." He has written the word "resigned" opposite the names of Brett, Fink, Elliston, Benjamin,
Pennefather and Hesselmann; not one of these, except Brett, had paid his subscription. Possibly some of
them resigned when the annual subscription first began. In his list of members, the names of Carey,
Macpherson, Dr. Cameron and Dr. Bride are written in pencil; all of them, except Dr. Bride must have
joined between July 1 and September 12, when they were present at the Club Dinner.
Some notes in Champion's hand, and evidently intended be written up in the minute -book, are neatly
written in pencil on a small octavo sheet of paper with the heading Wallaby Club, 5th Feb., 1897.
Evidently a meeting of the Club was held on that night to receive and ad opt the balance sheet, elect the
office-bearers and discuss the state of the Club; Henry, Carey, Champion, Cornwall, Jacobs and Gibbs
were present. Carey, the Honorary Treasurer, read the balance sheet and moved its adoption; Gibbs
seconded it, and the motion was carried. Then followed a general discussion on the affairs of the Club.
Gibbs suggested "shutting up." Henry proposed a monthly dinner and a walk; Champion proposed a
monthly dinner not to cost more than 3s.6d., exclusive of wines, and walks to be arranged thereat. This
last proposal was seconded by Cornwall, and seems to have been carried. Then came the election of
office-bearers. They elected:
President: Professor Nanson.
Vice-President: Professor Harrison
Moore. Honorary Treasurer: E. W. Carey.
Honorary Secretary: H. H. Champion.
Committee: F. Cornwall, Dr. Henry.
Gibbs moved and Jacobs seconded a special vote of thanks to Henry for presiding for two and a half
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years. This was carried by acclamation. The meeting terminated with a vote of thanks to Champion. Thus, at
the end of two and a half years, Henry had lost control of the Club which he had founded.
One fact relative to the records of the Club is that Champion did not have charge of the Club's minute book, although he was Secretary. Apparently Henry kept possession of it, and Champion may have
entered his minutes in another book that has been lost or destroyed. His widow informed the writer that
none of his papers connected with the Club are now in existence. Consequently f rom February 5, 1897,
to August 11, 1899, impenetrable darkness covers the corporate life of the Club.
Where nothing is known, a writer may indulge in a guess or two, provided he does not entangle
himself or his readers in an intricate maze of conjecture dressed up as fact. Certainly the office -bearers
elected in 1897 were a more capable lot than their predecessors, and in the Honorary Secretary
Champion they had a well-known man of great ability, much force of character, and a pleasant
personality. It cannot be reasonably assumed from the pessimistic suggestion of Gibbs that the six
persons present at the meeting constituted the sole survivors of the entire Wallaby herd. Both the
President and Vice-President elect were absent from the meeting, as were nine others of the members
who had been present at the quarterly dinner in September, 1896. What is not a ma tter of surmise, is
that Henry was, and knew he was, in disfavour with the members. The successive resignations of
Oldfield and Ramsay may have convinced the Club that it was difficult for the Secretaries to work
with Henry and not vice versa. He was elected a member of Committee, but it is significant that the
name of J. E. Mackey, who was nominated, if not elected, was erased and that of Henry substituted in
place of it. Probably the change was due to either Gibbs or Jacobs, who wished to soften the blow to
Henrys self-esteem given by his exclusion from all offices of any importance.
At this blank in the history of the Club it may be worth while to suggest some reasons for the apparent
collapse.
Undoubtedly the idea underlying Henry's conception of the Wallaby Club, a conception which took its
fitting and final expression in our second By-law, was admirable, but the plan and methods devised by
him to give this idea form were cumbrous, and had many faults. Perhaps the chief defect was the
compulsory weekly walk. When the Club was formed Henry had come to his fortieth year, and was too
"fat and scant of breath" to keep up the farce of playing at tennis. He thought a weekly walk of four or
five miles would supple his limbs and joints, and he prescribed a regimen that had benefited his health
for the Club. For over a year Henry and Oldfield took their weekly walks, but many members, after
being elected, were present at three or four consecutive walks, then missed two, three or more, saved
their faces by attending a monthly meeting or quarterly supper, and so faded away. Reasons for such
absences are not hard to find. Most members were married men, and could not without voluble protests
from their families give an afternoon and evening to the Wallaby Club. Some would think walking an
over-rated pastime, and preferred to watch the races or a cricket match; some wished to play tennis or
bowls. Another trouble was the weekly obligation in this pre-telephone era to write a note to Henry
giving reasons for absence; even the most ingenious person would soon exhaust his stock of plausible
excuses; Henry kept records and did not hesitate to rebuke members who failed in this act of courtesy.
Another source of irritation was the duty of attending the "Regular" or Monthly Meeting "for the
transaction of business, to arrange walks, etc., and for social intercourse." Probably one reason for the
scanty attendance at outings was that walks were repeated too often. During the first eighteen months,
members wended their way from Sandringham to Mordialloc on ten afternoons, and, as a variation,
from Sandringham to Beaumaris on four other days. Five afternoons found our wayfarers on the road
from Clifton Hill to Heidelberg; on five others days they did a right-about turn and hopped back from
Heidelberg to Clifton Hill. Other favourite jaunts were from Doncaster to Heidelberg and vice versa,
and from Kew or Box Hill to Heidelberg or Doncaster. Judicious changes of these four name s provided
more walks, but did little to relieve the monotony. In addition, there were occasional sea -trips to
Queenscliff or Sorrento. Henry's programme of walks was so planned that a good dinner awaited the
foot-weary wanderers at the end of each pilgrimage; but good hotels were then scarce.
Much of the trouble and discord arose from the continuous alteration of the Rules. Among the founders
were four men with a law degree, and four more lawyers soon joined. With a loosely-worded code of Bylaws before eight men of law, trained to argue anywhere on anything at any time, there was scarcely a
moment of silence. A layman may amuse himself with the thought that the by-laws of a small club which
contained judges, eminent jurists and solicitors galore among its members should require three revisions
during a period of fifteen years before these rules were placed in orderly sequence.
Finance has never been of much importance. Henry's method of making a "call" when communal
expenses had to be met was a nuisance to himself and his fellow members. On one occasion a call of five
shillings a member was made in October, the amount to be left at Henry's rooms. Everyone paid, but the
last three "calls" did not come in till March, next year. Reference has already been made to presence of
too many Germans and business men, but despite these defects the Club might have endured and
prospered if Henry had tempered his love of authority with tact and wisdom.
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years. This was carried by acclamation. The meeting terminated with a vote of thanks to Champion. Thus, at
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from Sandringham to Beaumaris on four other days. Five afternoons found our wayfarers on the road
from Clifton Hill to Heidelberg; on five others days they did a right -about turn and hopped back from
Heidelberg to Clifton Hill. Other favourite jaunts were from Doncaster to Heidelberg and vice versa,
and from Kew or Box Hill to Heidelberg or Doncaster. Judicious changes of these four names provided
more walks, but did little to relieve the monotony. In addition, there were occasional sea -trips to
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were four men with a law degree, and four more lawyers soon joined. With a loosely-worded code of Bylaws before eight men of law, trained to argue anywhere on anything at any time, there was scarcely a
moment of silence. A layman may amuse himself with the thought that the by-laws of a small club which
contained judges, eminent jurists and solicitors galore among its members should require three revisions
during a period of fifteen years before these rules were placed in orderly sequence.
Finance has never been of much importance. Henry's method of making a "call" when communal
expenses had to be met was a nuisance to himself and his fellow members. On one occasion a call of five
shillings a member was made in October, the amount to be left at Henry's rooms. Everyone paid, but the
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too many Germans and business men, but despite these defects the Club might have endured and
prospered if Henry had tempered his love of authority with tact and wisdom.
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OUTING, 1914.
Standing— Visitor, E. Stevens, W. J. Fookes, G. H. Crowther, D. H. Maling
E. W. Skeats, F. Meyer, J. Monash
Seated— A. W. D. Robertson, H. R. Harper, T. Fink,
G. A. Syme, G. H Castles.

G. A. Syme, R. W. Hornabrook, D. H. Ross, E Stevens,
E. W. Skeats.

STARS AND STONES SOMEWHERE IN VICTORIA
P. Barrachi, E.W. Skeats

OUTING AT YARRA GRANGE
(Guests of Arthur Phillips) (c. 1917).
Standing— T. Fink, J. P. Wilson, Visitor, M. M. Phillips, G. A. Syme,
E. L. Armstrong, F. Meyer, E. Scott, E Harmon (Visitor),
G. C. Weigall, E. C. Dyason, G. H. Crowther.
Sreated— A. Phillips, W. J. Fookes, T. a'B. Weigall, F. Clapin,
A. W. D. Robertson, N. C. Lockyer.
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CHAPTER III.
DESTRUCTION - RECONSTRUCTION - PROGRESS,
When the records of the Club begin once more on August 11, 1899, Henry completely ignored its
previous existence. He treated it as defunct and left the dead past to bury its dead; he had made up his
mind that The Wallaby Club must be born again. Yet its existence is implicit in the wording of two very
strange notices sent out by him, dated August 9 and August 17 respectively. The earlier card reads thus: A Meeting of the Members of "The Wallaby Club" will be held on Friday the 11th inst. at the Vienna Cafe'at 5
p.m. Business: The Inauguration of the Club (Your Attendance is requested).
Evidently some previous election, selection or co-optation of members must have been made
previously by a small group, of electors or selectors, among whom Champion and Henry were
prominent. Armstrong firmly believes that Champion played a principal part in bringing together the
majority of the thirty members whose names appear later; perhaps Drs. Bennie, Brett and Syme helped
Henry in inducing the Medical Wallabies to join. Both cards are somewhat ornate; they have gilt edges,
rounded corners and are printed in reddish ink— we shall soon perceive it was to usher in some redletter days for Henry. These cards are noteworthy in being the first to bear on them the figure of a
Wallaby and the Club motto. At the left-hand top corner is depicted a reddish-brown Wallaby erect on
its tarsal bones, with head turned to the right; from its mouth issue the words ' a votre sante ' . This
figure appears also on the cover of the booklet containing the new rules or by-laws of the Club. This
talking Wallaby is a larger and more elegant marsupial than the silent one which has appeared on
notices and cards ever since. Its eye is visible, the ears are shapely and tipped, the front legs and paws
are each clearly defined, the outlines of the hind quarters are noticeably marked, and each of the great
claws of each hind foot is distinct. Its tail is shapely and tapers well and naturally. Apparently this
block was used only three times, and a much smaller and inferior block replaced it. Our present
Wallaby bears all the marks of extreme old age. Its eye is not discernible, the two ears have grown into
one and lost their tips, and in some imprints one ear is split like that of an over-bellicose bull-dog; the
front paws are shapeless, the body is growing grey, and has become blotched in patches; the tail has
developed a lump near the end, and terminates in a stump or a point. This split -eared, mottled, stumptailed Wallaby is a monstrosity, a caricature of a graceful animal and a disgrace to the Club.
Sir Henry Wrixon presided over this so-called Inaugural Meeting and Messrs. Champion, J. V.
McEacharn, Syme, F. Duffy and T. Palmer were present under the watchful eye of Henry; he and
Palmer had witnessed the birth of the Club and the re-birth. A series of resolutions were formally "put
to the meeting and adopted," and the date of the "Inaugural Dinner" was fixed. Henceforth the Club
dined instead of supping.
When the writer examined these resolutions, he rubbed his eyes, re-read them, stared and gasped.
Only seven of the eighteen by-laws of 1895 remained unaltered; these referred to the name and objects
of the Club, the limit of membership, the method of electing new members, the proce dure for modifying
the by-laws and the quorum necessary for meetings. Three other by-laws were amended, the most
important alteration being one which gave the committee of three the power to expel a member who
absented himself without a satisfactory reason from four consecutive walks. Previously, such expulsion
could be made only by an absolute majority of the members.
Eight of the by-laws of 1895 were omitted with the result that the Annual Meeting, the offices of President,
Vice-President and Honorary Treasurer, and all elections except those of new members were
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abolished. Struck out were the by-laws providing for an annual subscription and for paying necessary expenses,
and deleted also were the clauses relating to honorary members and the expulsion of members guilty of
unbecoming conduct. New by-laws in the order of their occurrence in the by-laws of 1899 are:
5.

Messrs. Champion, J. V. McEacharn and L. Henry to act as an Executive Committee for six months,
and administer the affairs of the Club for that period.

6.

Dr. L. Henry to be Honorary Secretary for six months.

7.

At each Supper a member shall be nominated to preside at the next Supper, and to act as Guide at the
Intermediate Walks.

8.

A Walk shall take place every second week on alternate Saturdays and Sundays, and a Supper be
held quarterly, or oftener if desired.

Use of the word "Supper" in the last two By-laws betrays the hand of Henry, as does the loose language of
certain By-laws.
Viewing broadly and as a whole the By-laws retained, and the changes, omissions and additions, the
writer must express his firm belief that Henry deliberately framed this code of rules in order to obtain
and keep control of the Club. Creation of a small co mmittee with himself as a member and nomination
of himself as Honorary Secretary, the sole executive officer, artistically crowned the work of
demolition. He could convene the committee when he chose; it met once in the eight months that
followed. His ingenious seventh by-law suggested that there should be a different chairman at each
dinner; actually, this happened. Our scanty records show that Sir Henry Wrixon, M. D. McEacharn
and S. Gillott each presided at different functions during the following fiftee n months. How Henry
managed to get this unusual scheme of management accepted by such experienced men of affairs as
Wrixon, Champion and Frank Duffy is hard to understand. Perhaps he talked of his past difficulties
with vice-presidents, secretaries and members of committee and persuaded them to give his plan a
trial for six months.
One innovation in the by-laws of 1899 is the inclusion of the names of the thirty "gentlemen to
constitute the first members of the Club." They are:-Drs. P. Bennie, F. Bird, J. T. Brett,L. Henry, C. H.
Mollison, F. Noyes, H. M. O'Hara, R. R. Stawell, G. A. Syme and P. Webster; Messrs. W. T. Coldham,
A. Deakin, A. R. Dowling, F. Gavan Duffy, Sir S. Gillott, L. B. Hall, A. D. Hart, E. Hartung, C.
Henderson, H. B. Higgins, D. Le Souef, J. Macpherson, J. Mather, F. McCubbin, M. D. McEacharn, J.
V. McEacharn, T. Palmer, R. S. Whiting and Sir Henry Wrixon. Three of them resigned before a year
had passed. Eight only of the members on the roll of 1896 are included. As the Club limit was fo rty
members, ten others were very soon elected; they were E. La Touche Armstrong, P. Baracchi, T. M.
Callan, J. T. Craig, J. G. Duffy, R. Law, C. Bogue Luffman, Professors Kernot and C. J. Martin, D.
Mackinnon, G. C. Morrison, R. E. N. Twopenny and F. W. Ward. At the beginning of the twentieth
century the Wallaby Club contained an almost perfect microcosm of skilled professional men engaged
in the arts, all branches of learning and science, pure and applied. Medicine and surgery provided a
quarter of the members, lawyers numbered nine and included three statesmen; in addition we had three
painters, one musician, two professors, an astronomer, a librarian, two schoolmasters, a naturalist, a
horticulturist, a chemist, two editors, a magistrate, a ship -owner, and a few business men.
The "Inaugural Dinner" was held at the Vienna Cafe on Friday, August 25, at seven p.m. Sir Henry
Wrixon presided, and eighteen other Wallabies sat down to dinner. There were no guests, and during
the evening Henry and Champion said "a few words descriptive of the objects and history of the Club."
This is Henry's first mention of the early Club. No attempt seems to have been made to link it definitely
to the newly inaugurated body for nearly three years. Henry begins the first extant a nnual report, dated
June 5, 1902, with the words, "The Eighth Annual Meeting of the Club, etc.," thus identifying the Club
existing then with the old Club. In February; 1903, he sent out to members a notice with the words
Established 1894 printed under the heading Wallaby Club; this still appears on such notices. Six days
later on the first page of a Dinner Card under the heading Wallaby Club appears the phrase,
Innaugurated 1894 , which nowadays is enlarged to Inaugurated June, 1894.
On April 23, 1900, Henry, on behalf of the Executive Committee, gave members an account of his
stewardship for the six months ending February 11, 1900. He reported that the Club had walked on twelve days
and had enjoyed four entertainments. He suggested two amendments of the by-laws:(i) that the limit of membership be raised to fifty;
(ii)
that members pay an annual subscription of one guinea.

He concluded with his customary complaints of bad attendance at walks and of lack of interest in
the objects of the Club, and asked members to elect an executive to continue the work for the next year.
The last walk recorded in the minute-book foreshadowed events to come. Members were to walk eight
miles from Yarra Glen to Healesville in "Alpine Costume." In a footnote he added: "In order to ob viate
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a heavy luncheon immediately before commencing the walk, members are recommended to bring
sandwiches and a flask with them." What a comment on the habits of this time does the suggestion "to
bring a flask" invite! Later was to come the "Billy" for our tea.
Our first Wallaby dinner-card appeared at the quarterly dinner held on November 25, 1899. The
Chairman was then Mayor of Melbourne, Councillor M. D. McEacharn, who had evidently been
nominated at the "Inaugural Dinner," three months before. In this card, H enry began the practice of
sandwiching each toast between slabs of original prose and verse. There were six toasts and at least a
dozen speeches.
As a specimen of a fin de siecle toast list, the following may be of interest:—
'The Queen" .............................................................................. The Chairman
'The Club"........................................................................... Sir Henry Wrixon
"The Pan-Britannic Destiny" .....................................The Honorary Secretary
Mr H.H.Champion
Mr H.B.Higgins
"Literature, Science and Art" ........................................................ Mr F.Duffy
Messrs. Palmer, Syme and Mather
"The Cyrenaics and the Wallabies" ............................. Mr C. Bogue Luffman
"The Guests"............................................................................. The Chairman

To the last toast probably Mr. J. G. Duffy, Victorian Postmaster -General, and Judge Molesworth
would probably reply. Dinner began at 7 p.m. and ended after 11 p.m., when all present, members and
their guests, flown with rhetoric and wine, would happily wend their way home. After April nothing
remains relating to the happenings during the rest of 1900 except a card announcing a Members'
Evening at the Grand Hotel on Friday, December 14, at 8 p.m., with S. Gillott as Chairman. A circular
letter dated March 1, 1901, informs members that "Mrs. Millear must be told how many guests she may
expect," and asks members who have not replied to do so at once. One of them turned down a portion of
the circular and wrote on the back:
Dr. Doctor, Sorry, but the attractions of the Races prevent me from accepting.
Faithfully yours,
2/3
C. Gavan Duffy

Probably a month or so before the issue of the previous notice a Committee had been engaged upon
the revision of the Club's By-laws; the amended By-laws were adopted at a meeting of the Club held on
Wednesday, March 27, 1901, at the Grand Hotel. Nearly every By-law deleted by Henry was reinserted,
and practically all his additions and alterations were expunged. The offices of President, Vice President, Honorary Secretary and Honorary Treasurer were revived and a committee of seven members
was added, the entire eleven executive members were to be elected annually by ballot. This increase in
the number of the Committee corresponded roughly to the increase in the maximum nu mber of
members to seventy-five. More powers were given to the Committee and more duties assigned to it.
Henry remained Honorary Secretary, but he was now the chief executive officer of eleven members of
committee. Except for minor changes, most of which increase the control of the Committee over the Club and
its business, the present constitution differs very little from the reformed constitution adopted in 1901. The
annual meeting was fixed for May in each year, and on May 25, 1901, the first Committee of eleven elected
bythe members was as follows:—
President, Professor W. C. Kernot.
Vice President, H. B. Higgins.
Honorary Treasurer, R.G. Hyndman.
Honorary Secretary, L.Henry.
Committee, E. L. Armststrong, H. H. Champion, D. Le Souef, C. Bogue Luffman, G. C. Morrison, T. Palmer,
Ernest Scott.

Of these, only Henry, Champion and Palmer had been members of the early Club.
Some accident has preserved the circular in which Henry announced to members the result of the
annual elections; nothing else is recorded of the happenings during the year 1901-2. There remain no
notices of walks, no minutes of Committee Meetings, no dinner-cards except that of the Quarterly
Dinner held December 14, 1901. If this circular did not exist, this dinner -card would mystify the reader
of today, as it certainly would have puzzled any guest who had read it without receiving an explanation
from his host. On the front page he would find that Professor W. C. Kernot was the Chairman. The list
of toasts, etc., runs:—
Toast-"The King"............................... The Chairman
Toast-"The Club" ............................... The President
"An Ascent in Paris" .......................... Professor W. C. Kernot
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The guest would see the same man rise, from his seat, propose the Toast of "The King," sit down, rise a
second time, propose the Toast of "The Club," sit down, and after a reply by Dr. Henry, rise a third time
and deliver a lecturette on "A Balloon Ascent in Paris." In this way he would learn that the Chairman,
Professor W. C. Kernot, was President of the Club. On the fourth page of the dinner -card appears the
first extant Wallabiana , consisting of nine trite and dull aphorisms. Here is a specimen: "Life h as been
defined to be the aggregate of the functions which resist death: The Wallaby, in order to enjoy Life,
resists nothing." This and two others of the same vintage were repeated twice within eighteen months.
These early cards stress, too, the prowess of the Wallaby as a toper and a trencherman. At the beginning
of the card of 1901 are some hobbling lines:—
Call for the best the house may bring:
Sack, white and claret, let them bring,
And drink apace, while breath you have,
You'll find but cold drink in the grave.
Welcome, Welcome, shall fly round.

Certainly, the first runnings of the Pierian Spring are a trifle turbid and jerky. But worse was to follow. Henry,
perhaps with the help of Higgins, had managed to get Edmund Barton, first Prime Minister of the
Commonwealth as Chief Guest of the Club. Sir Henry Wrixon, President of the Legislative Council, was to
propose the toast of the Commonwealth, to which Edmund Barton was to reply. Directly under the name of the
Chief Guest Henry had placed two lines of doggerel:
Then let us swill, boys, for our health,
Who drinks well, loves the Commonwealth.

Perhaps by half-past nine our first Prime Minister may have forgotten and forgiven this appalling piece
of gaucherie. It is remarkable that three years later when another Prime Minister in the person of George
Reid was our Chief Guest, the same two lines appear on the dinner -card under his name. Writing
Bacchanalian verse was not one of Henry's gifts.
Not much is known of the Club's doings between June, 1901, and June, 1902, when the records begin again.
One card notifies members that on Sunday, October 27, 1901, they are to make a pilgrimage from
Sandringham to the Bridge Hotel, Mordialloc. At the bottom of the card is a footnote in black type:
"As a number of distinguished guests are likely to be present you are kindly requested to attend."

On the back of this card, sprawling diagonally from comer to corner is one of Henry's slogans:
"Beware of the tumid thoughts of the sluggish Sybarite and the torpid plutocrat's convex congested
paunch— Walk!

Some years later when Henry was president once more and had accumulated no inconsiderable bulk of
evenly distributed "too, too solid flesh," he invited the Wallabies to dine with him. Hansen, then
Honorary Secretary, probably by way of compliment, printed on the back of the invitation card four of
Henry's choicest aphorisms, the fourth being this slogan. One of our versifiers, in all probability
Walter Gale, who edited the dinnercards, wrote some lines and printed them on the back of the card, in
place of the customary Wallabiana.
It is the sluggish Sybarite
Who harbours turgid thought,
Because he won't Walk when he might,
Or doesn't when he ought - WALK!
Behold the torpid plutocrat
With bulged congested paunch:
Too little nourisaed 'neath the hat, Too
much about the paunch! - WALK!!
Behold, our honoured President
How lithe he is! How slim!! To
his own advice a monument, No
bulges loom on him! - WALK!!!

This palpable hit against their host, though not impeccable in point of taste, was much relished by his
guests. Another saying on the card, "Where corpulence is bliss, "tis jolly to have size," is a pleasant jibe
against the Falstaffs of the Club. Fortunately, Henry, realizing the truth of the old adage, "He who
drives fat oxen should himself be fat," laughed at the jest, and all was well.
Alfred Deakin was one of the thirty members who formed the re-inaugurated Club of August, 1899. He
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did not attend the Inaugural Dinner, but a fortnight later took part in the first walk from Preston to
Heidelberg in company with Champion, F. Duffy, Henry, Higgins, Morrison, Palmer and Sir H.
Wrixon. "After high tea the Club returned to town by the 8.25 p.m. train." Three months afterwards he
walked with Baracchi, Henry and Morrison from Hampton to Sandringham. As his name is not on the
roll of March, 1901, he probably resigned his membership in 1900. Two letters from him to Henry
record his inability to accept invitations to be the Chief Guest of the Club at dinner; the second, dated
December 1/3, gives us a pleasant picture of Deakin, the house-father:
"Dear Dr. Henry,—
"Your Club is most generous as always— but it is my misfortune not to be able to accept your kind
invitation for the 19th as we leave Melbourne on the 18th for the sea-side annual rest. In the removal of goods,
etc., for a couple of months, very much depends upon the house father, and I cannot desert my brood at that
critical juncture. I would not allow any ordinary engagement to prevent my acceptance of the honour of being
your guest, but all arrangements have been made and the family must enter the house taken on that day. With
apologies and regret,
Yours very truly,
ALFRED DEAKIN.
Louis Henry, Esq., M.D."

His life belongs to history. All those who knew the man loved him and honoured the statesman, first
among the founders of our Commonwealth.
All-day outings were rare in the early days. In a circular, Henry says, "In compliance with a general
request for a Full Day's Outing, the Committee propose to make arrangements for a Walk on Saturday,
August 9 (Coronation Day), 1902," and added at the end, "Those who join the Walk are expected to
dine together in the evening". Members, dressed "in Alpine Costume", were to leave Prince's Bridge
Station at 8.39 a.m., travel "to Eltham and walk to Warrandyte for Luncheon". In the afternoon they
could walk or take the coach to Ringwood. Fifteen Wallabies and four guests attended the Walk. So
successful was it that three weeks later the Club decided to take a trip to Healesville and the Black
Spur to "Welcome the Wattle". This time seventeen Wallabies bade farewell to the city, left it by the
7.37 a.m. train, breakfasted at 10 a.m. in Healesville, travelled by coach over the Black Spur to Lindt's
Hermitage, "had an excellent luncheon", inspected the grounds, returned to Healesville by 6 p.m., had
dinner— not so excellent— and returned to Melbourne by the 8.5 p.m. train. Professor Kernot was the
guide.
The proposal "To Welcome the Wattle" brought forth this delightful letter from John Gavan Duffy:
"Melbourne, 29th August, 1902.
My Dear Doctor,—
I must decline to go to meet and Welcome the Wattles they are the wrong colour. If you have any green
Wattles, fetch 'em out and then (if my partner were back from Sydney) we should see.
I have to report that recently having to go to Romsey I left the train at Lancefield junction, formed
myself into a Wallaby Club Expedition and walked, on my feet, all the way to Romsey, eleven milesmul"
I may add that I stopped only once on the road for a drink. The fact that there is only one publichouse on the road is some excuse for this.
As they know that I am a Wallaby, I was received with great mistrust at Romsey. I had first to make a
J.P. and then make an affidavit before him, as to my walk, before they would believe me. Noscitur a sociis or
'he walks like a wallaby-in a carriage'—was their comment.
By the way, the Treasurer is continually writing to me for my subscription. Tell him that if he doesn't
stop— pay him.
I'll just throw off a little thing to celebrate the occasion:
We are welcoming the wattles,
Where their golden glories glow,
With expectant thirsty throttles
Where Maroondah s waters flow,
There we wait the writer's coming,
Coming _____________________________ Caetera desunt.
But somebody wants some advice about a will; they won't let a fellow alone. So best wishes for your trip, and
no more now,
From yours truly

JOHN GAVAN DUFFY."

John Gavan Duffy was the eldest of three brothers who were all members during the years 1900-1904.
They were the sons of a famous man, Sir Charles Gavan Duffy, who, after having been Premier of
Victoria and Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, returned to Europe in 1880. His son John had sat with
his father in the Victorian Parliament for six years and had been a member of several ministries. As the
Postmaster General he was the Chairman's guest at the quarterly dinner in November, 1899, and six weeks
later was elected a member of the Club. Five months previously, his brother Frank had joined the reinaugurated Club, and a few months later, the youngest brother, Charles, became a Wallaby. Each of the
brothers had a law degree, taken in the University of Melbourne, and at this time Frank
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Duffy was a law lecturer. Neither of the two elder brothers remained long in the Club, John resigning in
1904 and Frank a year later. His Honour, Mr. Frank Gavan Duffy, was Chief Guest of the Club in 1913,
and twenty-one years later, his son, His Honour, Mr. Charles Gavan Duffy, was honoured in the same
way. His uncle, Charles Gavan Duffy, remained with the Club for many years. Originally secretar y to
his father, he joined the staff of the Victorian Parliament, and after Federation became Clerk of the
House of Representatives. His more abundant leisure gave him more freedom than was possible to his
busier brothers.
At the Committee meeting immediately after the excursion "to Welcome the Wattle," "a discussion
arose with regard to the advisability of indulging in all day trips, and it was regarded by the meeting
as impolitic to repeat all day trips at too short intervals."
At the prior Committee meeting held after the annual dinner, two important members, Martin Peter
Hansen and David Hewitt Maling, were elected. Hansen has the distinction of being the youngest man
ever elected, being only twenty-seven when he joined us. He soon became a member of Committee and
was Acting-Secretary for a few months during Henry's absence. After Armstrong's resignation he became
Honorary Secretary, but was compelled to resign this office in 1909 because his duties as Chief Inspector
of Secondary Schools absorbed all his time and energy. At this time he owned an out-size bull-terrier
named Pompey, and on the Saturday before the Christmas dinner took him for a walk with us along the
river-bank, where he met a Pomeranian and offered him the civilities customary among dogs. The
Pomeranian rejected these, snapped at and bit Pompey, who seized him by the throat, shook him and
carried his prize to his master. Along came his shrieking mistress who received and gave apologies, and
the incident closed. A fortnight later Gale recorded it in the Wallabiana:
"Our late secretary, though usually modest, 'put on dog' to an alarming extent at our last walk."
Hansen continued with us for thirty years, and became, somewhat belatedly, President for 1931 -2. He
died in December of that year, worn out by his unceasing labours in establishing our State system of
postprimary education. All our high schools were built during his long term of office as Chief Inspector
of Secondary Schools and Director of Education, and of him it may be truly said,
si monumentum requiris, circumspice.
Our early presidents were all men of parts, eminent in their professions and highly esteemed by the
whole community. Professor William Charles Kernot, the first president of the re -organised Club, was a
very well-known and popular man and the recognised head of the engineering profession in Victoria.
Genial and kindly in disposition, courteous, dignified and a good speaker, he was an ideal president for
a Club which had been without an official head for four years, and his election as President
undoubtedly induced many of the best of our early members to remain in or join the Club. He fulfilled
all the duties of his office admirably; he walked regularly with the members, attended all the
Committee meetings, presided at dinners and meetings and made an excellent host. When his year of
office was over, he remained on the Committee for some years, and withdrew from it when he thought
an election not advisable. He walked with us and attended functions till Christmas, 1907, when his
health began to fail. He was a generous benefactor of the University and was the first graduate to
become a professor at his Alma Mater. He was for ten years President of the Working Men's College,
where the Kernot Engineering School keeps green the memory of a distinguished engineer, an able
teacher and high-minded citizen.
He was succeeded as President by Henry Bournes Higgins, a famous lawyer, statesman and judge.
He was one of the thirty named in the By-laws of 1899, and a photograph taken early in his year of
office shows Higgins, Kernot, Henry, Armstrong and Syme with five other Wallabies at
Greensborough. He was a good walker, a cheerful and pleasant companion, in fact, an eminently
clubbable man. A good scholar with a retentive memory, and very well informed on a large variety of
subjects, his conversation was interesting his speeches, lucid, logical, solid and pro vocative. He had
little sense of humour, and the writer remembers hearing him speak at a dinner after Sir Henry Wrixon
and before Theodore Fink. Both these men were excellent after -dinner speakers, each in a different
style, but the efforts of Higgins to be gay and flippant gave his hearers distress rather than delight. His
wife and he entertained members and their friends at "an 'Outing', The a I'Anglais on the upper Yarra"
and next year welcomed the Wallabies at their sea-side home. When he left Parliament for the High
Court bench he was invited to be the Chief Guest of the Club at the Christmas Dinner and sixty -three
attended. Fortunately, His Honour Mr. Justice Higgins did not think the duties of his high office
compelled him to put Wallaby Higgins on the retired list, and in April of 1907 he was with us again.
Whenever the High Court was sitting in Melbourne, he took his pleasure with the merry wayfarers on
their wanderings. In the Wallabiana of 1909 is a reference to him:
Mr. Justice Higgins, who has founded a prize for poetry at the Melbourne University, has
arranged for an official of the Metropolitan Gas Company, to scan his meter.
27

The writer well remembers standing beside him at the back of the dummy of the Toorak cable tram as we
went to the city about a quarter to nine each day. He walked with us for thirty years, and passed away in
the same year as George Gibbs and Sir George Syme, two of the pioneers of 1894, Sir G. H. Knibbs and
Hon. George Swinburne. What a fall was there, my Wallabies!
With the advent of Federation and the establishment of the Federal Parliament and the
Commonwealth Government in Melbourne, the Wallaby Club ceased to be wholly Victorian, and for
nearly thirty years its members were, to some extent, representative of the best type of Australian
professional men. Our first three non-Victorians were "Sand-gropers," Walter A. Gale, Sir John
Kirwan and Staniforth Smith. Gale loved the Club and introduced into it many of our best members,
including E. L. Batchelor, C. B. Boydell, Frank Clapin, B. H. Friend, R. R. Garran, L. E. Groom, Sir J.
W. Kirwan, and W. M. Hughes. He was fond of sport, an inveterate "punter" and punster, wrote witty
verses and contributed largely to the dinnercards, of which he became editor. Vice-President in 1909,
he succeeded Garran as President in 1910, and was a prominent member of the Committee for many
years. He was decorated C.M.G. in 1920. After 1924 he was unable to take part in the walks and
resigned from the Committee in 1925. He was a lovable man and the best of good company; his
friends could rely on seeing him at the Melbourne Cricket Ground when international cricket was
being played, and the writer remembers —it is a sad memory— after a day spent at a test match in
1924, walking with him over the bridge which crosses the railway lines. He asked me to take the up grade slowly. The end came shortly after the seat of Federal Government had been transferred to
Canberra. He was one of the finest Wallabies the Club ever had.
Another Wallaby elected during 1903 was Staniforth Smith, then a Senator representing Western
Australia, but afterwards an explorer, author and empire-builder. He was a Victorian who left this State
to seek his fortune in the goldfields of West Australia, prospered, became Mayor of Kalgoorlie, was
prominent in the campaign for Federation and topped the poll for the Senate. He joined the Club in 1903
and was then a bearded, pleasant young man, well set-up and about thirty-four years of age. He walked
with us when Parliament was sitting; in the long recess he travelled—not amongst his constituents but in
the crescent of islands that surround the eastern and northern shores of Australia. He settled in New
Guinea and led several exploring expeditions into previously unknown parts of the Territory, wrote
accounts of his journeys for the Royal Geographical Society, became a fellow of the Society, and was
awarded its Gold Medal. He retained kindly memories of his two years' association with the Club. An
expedition led by him had been for some time overdue and, on hearing of its safe return, Allen
Robertson sent him a telegram of congratulation. In reply, he sent a letter which offers us a glimpse of a
sturdy pioneer and explorer, not wanting in a sense of humour.
"Government House,
Port Moresby, Papua, 31/3/11
"Dear Dr. Robertson,
Very many thanks for your kind and thoughtful telegram of congratulation from the Wallaby Club on our
return from the exploration of the Western Division of the Territory, which I appreciate very much.
Possibly the stern joy of arduous achievement resulting from the valiant explorations of Healesville and
Ferntree Gully by the Wallaby Club generated in my heart that love of travel and adventure that culminated in the
exploration just completed, whilst doubtless the discipline I underwent in those severe and perilous walks inured
me to the difficulties and hardships encountered in Papuan travel.
"With kind regards to yourself and all members,
Yours very sincerely,

STANIFORTH SMITH."
"

Higgins' year of office was one of prosperity for the Club. Twenty-two new members were elected; the
membership had reached seventy-four, and Henry states that members had walked a hundred miles.
Professor J. W. Gregory succeeded H. B. Higgins as President. He did not stay in Victoria much more
than four years. He joined the Club in the year of his arrival, became Vice-President in 1902 and
President in 1903. He was a lithe, spare, active man, a good walker, as a geologist must be, and he
travelled extensively over Victoria, Tasmania and into Central Australia. Following the custom, he
invited members to dine with him at Beaumaris, and prior to his departure for Glasgow was
entertained by the members at a farewell dinner. This was perhaps the best dinner given up to that
time. Fifty-seven members were present, and George Reid, the Prime Minister, was Chief Guest.
Speakers included the Prime Minister, Higgins, Professor Kernot, Professor Osborne, who made his
maiden speech as a Wallaby, Swinburne, Theodore Fink, E. J. Fricker and Henry. The Card was bet ter,
less doggerel and a wittier type of Wallabiana. Somehow a paragraph appeared in the Argus on the
Monday after, which was quite contrary to the unwritten law of the Club.
As a sequel to the dinner, George Reid joined the Club; he was proposed by a political opponent in
Higgins, and paid his subscription, but he never walked or even dined with us afterwards. He was
constitutionally lazy, and did not trouble to prepare even his speeches, trusting to his nimbleness of
tongue in answering interjections. One session the Opposition agreed not to interject when he was
28

speaking, and his speeches fell flat and lacked the customary sparkle! One of his famous retorts occurred
during an election meeting. A leather-lunged member of the audience cupped his hands and bellowed,
"Tell us all you know, George; you can do it in five minutes." Like lightning came the retort: "If that
gentleman will give me five minutes and one second, I will tell the audience all we both know."
When the Committee met in May just before the Annual Meeting in 1904, they were in a dilemma; there
was no Vice-President to succeed Professor Gregory as President. Sir William McMillan, a wealthy
Sydney merchant, and a member of the first Federal Parliament, had been elected a member of the Club in
1902 and Vice-President in June, 1903. If Henry's records are to be relied on, he did not attend any walk,
function or Committee meeting during the years 1902-4. Our By-laws, then, as now, put no obstacle
against the re-election of a president; but when Vice-President Higgins succeeded President Kernot and
was himself succeeded by Vice-President Gregory, these two examples of immediate succession from the
lower to the higher office, created a precedent which has gradually broadened into a custom of the Club.
As a result of this dilemma the Committee chose Pietro Baracchi, who was not on the Committee, as
President, and Colonel John Hoad, who was on the Committee, as Vice-President.
Pietro Baracchi, one of the early members of the reformed Club, was an engineer trained in Italy.
He had been in the Survey Department, and had transferred to the Observatory and worked under that
distinguished scientist, R. J. Ellery, F.R.S., whom he succeeded. He used to tell an amusing story
about his difficulties with the English language. The chainmen on the Survey party used to refer to
him as the b—y Italian. He consulted his dictionary and found it meant "full of blood," "ruddy," and
took the epithet as a compliment to his complexion. At breakfast they woul d ask him to pass the b—y
chops. The epithet seemed appropriate, because the cook sent them to table underdone. When they
asked him to pass the b—y milk, he was bewildered. However, he soon learnt how necessary the
great Australian adjective was to make conversation complete and satisfactory.
Baracchi was one of our most regular members, full of fun and high spirits, and remained in the Club
as long as he lived. He was very much affected by the honour of being President of a typical British
club, and prized very highly this proof of his having become in every sense one of us. He was lavishly
hospitable, and began by asking us to visit the Observatory in the evening where we watched the stars
move in the intervals between drinks. On Saturday afternoons he would invite all the members to
quench the corporate thirst at his expense, until a senior member gently reminded him that it was a
Wallaby rule that each man paid for himself. Later, he invited us to dine with him at Beaumaris. He
walked with us for twenty-five years and then re-visited Italy. On his return he was not often able to
come out with his friends, and our Honorary Secretary included him in a long list of members who
were known to be in Melbourne but had not been seen for a long time. Shortly after this appeared in
the annual report for 1926, news came to a Committee of the Club sitting in Lister House, that he had
passed away that afternoon.
During his term of office the Club had eight functions, inclusive of dinners, a trip down the bay, and
fifteen walks, two of which were all-day outings, and one a week-end trip. He seems to have been the first
President who insisted that guides should be provided for each walk, and so relieved Henry of this duty.
At the end of his presidentship, he was given a gold match-box in recognition of his services.
Among the most popular of our early Wallabies was Colonel John C. Hoad, who succeeded Baracchi
as President in June, 1905. He was a schoolmaster who turned professional soldier, and had
distinguished himself in the South African War, and in 1904 went as Commonwealth Military Attache
with the Japanese Army in the Russo-Japanese War. On the eve of the battle of Haicheng, he received
a letter informing him that he had been elected Vice-President of the Wallaby Club, and spent part of
the evening explaining to the attache's of many nations the high aims and ideals of the Club. His
description of Japanese methods of treating foreigners accords with their actions to-day:
"The difficulties so courteously placed in the way of both attache's and war correspondents by the Japanese
have not been exaggerated. The only way of seeing much was to get lost as often as possible, and abuse the
officer in charge of attachés for not taking care of you. Being a lightweight in the saddle, and a good rider,
Colonel Hoad used his horses more perhaps than any other attachés with the Japanese Army, and it was
during the long periods when he was utterly lost that he learned most."

The Emperor awarded him the Order of the Rising Sun. On his return, the Club gave him a reception
in the afternoon, and honoured him by drinking his health at the Christmas Dinner. He was President
during the year 1905-6, and shortly after his year of office ended, became Brigadier-General and
Inspector General of the Commonwealth Military Forces. A Special Club Dinner was held at "The
Savoy" to congratulate the ex-President on his promotion, at which Maling, Springthorpe, Fink,
Armstrong and our guest spoke. Later, he went as Major-General to England and America, and, though
well over fifty years of age, astonished and delighted the American Army officers with his superb
horsemanship. His heavy duties prevented his being with us on many walks. His early death in 1911
was a shock to the Club, and a severe loss to Australia.
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During his term of office an all-day trip was arranged for Saturday, July 29, 1905, from Gembrook to
Pakenham, with Gale as guide. A mystery still hangs over this walk. Henry's programme was: Take the
8.7 a.m. train to Gembrook, lunch on arrival there, leave at 1.30 p.m., and arrive at the house of Mr. and
Mrs. Arthur Backhouse; leave at 7 p.m. for Pakenham and take the 8.42 p.m. train to Melbourne, arriving
at 10.20, and sup at the United Services Club Hotel at 10.30 p.m. At the bottom of the notice in the
minute-book Henry wrote: — "A tempestuously wet day prevented the whole of the walk being carried
out. Seven ventured to Gembrook." The seven were Baracchi, Boydell, Castles, Duffy, Gale, Garran and
Skeats. When the seven declared they had done the walk they were received with incredulous scoffs, and
one doubting Thomas burst into verse. It was printed by the Club under the title, "The Seasons," and
professes to be "a translation of a copy of MSS. found on the road between Gembrook and Pakenham on a
recent Sunday morning. This manuscript is a copy of a rhymed Latin poem De Mutationibus Anni by
Titus Vergilius Flaccus. Printed from the rare Vatican Codex (by permission)."
YE WINTER.
Now Winter makes her offers
Of careless indoor ease,
But all in vain: let scoffers
Say anything they please.
For though the angry heavens
With storm and tempest lour,
We sally forth by sevens,
Heedless of wind or shower.
Unblenchingly, together
Our gallant few begin
Their tireless way: and weather
Or no, they reach their inn.
(Chorus of Wallabies—For Seven Voices)
0 then, what glee
Has the Wallaby,
As he sits and watches the rain,
With nought but to smoke
By the fire, and joke
Till the time of the evening train!
Till the time (Oho) of the five o'clock train!

This evoked a rejoinder in vigorous verse,—
MORE ABOUT "THE SEVEN."
By One of Them.
0 ! None but the Seven can know the delight
Of tempest encounter'd and storm put to flight;
And none but the Seven to sing should essay
The rivers of rain and the clabber of clay.
Just look at our boots— it were bootless to blacken 'em
Before setting out on the journey to Pakenham.
Of Wallabies walking and talking we've heard,
But of Wallabies wading was ever yet word?
Of Wallabies dining and wining we know
But think of poor Wallabies slushing thro' snow!
Yet still the bold Seven, with rheumatiz rackin’ em
Kept plodding along on the high road to Pakenham.
'Twas "fine temporarily"— afterwards wet—
(See forecast) when Bacchus (or Backhouse) we met;
'Twas wet temporarily— not to say damp—
Or ere the pedometer started its tramp.
'Tis due to the most optimistic Baracchi (nem.
Con.) that we started that morning for Pakenham.
Were three-score dry Wallabies snoring at home,
While seven wet Wallabies roofless did roam;
Yet a shameless dry-sheltering rhymster would rail
At the men who went out with the rain and high Gale.
What proofs have the railers to show us? and lackin ’ em,
darestotodeny
deny that we paddled to Packenham.
Who dares

Two of the Seven are still with us; the writer does not wish to know the truth. A Wallaby historian feels
here a divided duty, and leaves readers to seek each his own solution.
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After a year under military discipline the Club chose to submit itself to the more subtle domination of
the Press, and found there was some truth in Lytton's saying, "the pen is mightier than the sword." David
Hewitt Maling was an Argus man who pleased a generation of readers with the wit and wisdom of
"Ithuriel" whose spear touched lightly yet withal delightfully upon State and Federal politics. He was a
constant walker for five and twenty years, became a member of Committee in 1904, Vic e-President in
1905-6 and President in 1906-7. An entertaining and humorous speaker and an excellent mimic, his
account of "Governors I have met" reproduced the words, intonations and gestures so exactly that
listeners might fancy that Sir Henry Brougham Loch or Sir George Sydenham Clarke was once more
addressing an audience in the room. In 1910 he went abroad, visiting Great Britain and America, and on
his return, each member received from him a witty and amusing rhymed chronicle of his experiences on
shore and afloat. He invited members "to afternoon tea on Sugarloaf Hill" when the walk ended at
Heidelberg on many occasions. With advancing years his eyesight and general health began to fail.
Quoting Johnson's line, "Superfluous lags the veteran on the stage," he continued:—
"Therefore I hereby tender my resignation as a member of this famous and most delightful Club. I am very proud
of having been a member so long. The members have been always so graciously friendly to me, and I shall cherish
the memory of my relations with them until old age decrees my final retirement.

Our Committee acted promptly; it called a Special Meeting of members and
put before them a new By-law (14a), giving it the power of electing Honorary Life Members.
Immediately this By-law was passed, the Club unanimously elected David Hewitt Maling the first
Honorary Life Member. This "wonderful compliment," as the recipient termed it, evoked from him an
affecting tribute. After thanking the Club for "the great honour conferred on me," he continued: "Many of my most jovial and happy days have been spent with the members. I am glad also to remember that
when called upon to 'speak my piece' at the Club dinners, I have to some extent added to its joviality. When I
pass my mind's eye over the status of the members of the Club, representative as they are of high rank and
eminent service in many lines, I am proud indeed that I have been so long associated with them, and even
more proud—if that were possible—that they would not in my old age let me go.
To you, my dear Robertson, my special and grateful thanks."

His hope to be with us again was, alas! not realized, and he passed away four years later.
Our next President was Professor Harrison Moore, one of the nine foundation members, who had
rejoined the Club in 1904. Early in 1908, Carl Bogue Luffman left the Club after a membership of
more than eight years. He was a journalist, author, traveller and lover of trees and gardens. A true
Wallaby, he tramped through France and Spain without any money except what he could earn by the
way. He had arranged to write his experiences for an English newspaper, and afterwards printed them
in book form with the title, "A Vagabond in Spain." He associated with hoboes, sundowners, swagmen
or whatever may be their equivalents in Spain, slept under hedges or haystacks, listened to their oaths,
slang and vile language, in fact, became one of them. Then, reaching a town t o which his luggage had
been sent, he would bathe, change into civilised garb and pay a call to some local magnate. He carried
certain credentials, and after they were presented usually met with the utmost hospitality, due probably
to his pleasant personality and savoir vivre. He came to Australia at the end of the last century and
lived for some weeks the life of a well-to-do tourist in a fashionable hotel in the Blue Mountains. His
money exhausted, he suggested to the landlord that he should employ a guid e similar to those
employed in the Swiss Alps. The landlord agreed and asked where he could find such a man. To the
landlord's amazement, Luffman modestly suggested himself. The offer was not accepted, and he took
up journalism again. Shortly after, he was appointed Principal of the Burnley School of Horticulture,
and was for a time a successful and enthusiastic Head. A difference of opinion with an officer of the
Lands Department whom he told sharply to leave his room led to a gentle remonstrance from his senior
officer. Thereupon, Luffman rose in his wrath, threw his visitor out and punctuated this with a parting
kick. Such things were "not done" in our Civil Service, and Luffman had to go. He returned to England
much to the regret of the Wallabies, who had always welcomed his sturdy figure, usually clad in a
brown suit, and delighted to listen to his tales of travel. They gave him an enthusiastic "send -off" and a
parting gift in remembrance of many happy meetings.
To Moore succeeded Henry, the only President to enjoy more than one term of office. His election for
the year 1908-9 was a recognition of his unceasing labours for the welfare of the Club; it was the one
recompense he desired and appreciated. It must be remembered that the Club over which Henry
presided this year was practically a new club; only Elliston, Gibbs, Krome, Harrison Moore and Syme
remained of the members on the roll of 1896 when Henry had previously been President. In this year
began the practice of having a Wallaby Club House-boat at the Henley-on-Yarra Regatta; it was
intended to be a substitute for the customary Ladies' Afternoon. This aquatic function of the Club began
in quite a modest way; the Club agreed to pay £20, increased later to £30, and the members who
participated were each to contribute five shillings. Next year this contribution rose to ten shillings,
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and soon became fifteen shillings, whilst the Club's amount almost doubled.
Henry was succeeded by R. R. Garran, now Sir Robert Garran, a distinguished graduate of the
University of Sydney, and for many years head of the Federal Law Department. He was the first non Victorian to preside over the Club, and is the last survivor of our first ten presidents. Early in his year
of office, he undertook to make a complete revision of the Club's By-laws; in performing this work he
made additions, which formally empowered the Committee to elect new members and to choose the
office-bearers from the new Committee of each year. He also put the By-laws, which were in most
"admired disorder," into orderly sequence. The revised By-laws were put before a Special Meeting of
the Club, were passed without discussion, and have remained unaltered ever since. Garran left the
Club when the Federal departments were transferred to Canberra, built a house there and still lives in
the Capital of Australia. The most important accession to the Club during the year was Dr. R. W.
Hornabrook.
Another popular non-Victorian in the person of Walter A. Gale was chosen as Garran's successor for
the year 1910-11. During this year the Committee proposed to publish a booklet giving an account of the
formation and history of the Club, but found the cost of publication would be too great; the lack of funds
was due to the cost of the Henley function. Several well-known men joined our ranks during Gale's
presidentship, viz., E. L. Batchelor, W. M. Hughes,. N. C. Lockyer, Theyre A'B. Weigall and L. J.
Wrigley.
Among the very finest Wallabies was Nicholas Colston Lockyer, son of a man associated with early
Australian history, Major Edmund Lockyer, who had in 1825 founded the first settlement in Western
Australia. Our member was born in Sydney thirty years later. He joined the public service, transferred to
that of the Commonwealth after Federation, and shortly after coming to Melbourne joined the Club. He
was one of our most regular walkers, and after retiring from the Commonwealth service, voluntarily
administered the Sir Samuel McCaughey bequest for the education of the sons of soldiers. He joined the
Committee in 1922, was Vice-President in 1923, but modestly declined to take the presidentship,
probably because he was unused to speaking in public. He continued to serve on the Committee till 1932,
when the state of his health compelled him to resign. In reply to Robertson's letter of acceptance, he
replied: —
"I have just referred to your letter of 6th December, 1910, intimating my election as a member on that date,
and-little anticipated what delightful companionship it would introduce me to, what enjoyment it would afford
me with the privilege of making a host of splendid friends. It was not long before I realized I had gained a most
precious asset, the value of which has never dimmed. The grim Reaper has been increasingly busy in the last
couple of years, and has robbed us of not a few of our most charming companions, and yet I have no doubt the
spirit and traditions of the Club are so firmly established it will carry on indefinitely."

He was then in his seventy-eighth year, and expressed the wish "to keep my ordinary membership, even
if I may not be able to walk." This was, of course, granted, but he died shortly afterwards, and among the
most pleasant memories of the writer is one of a twenty-year friendship with that great gentleman,
Nicholas Lockyer.
After Gale came the youngest President the Club has ever had in Ernest Willington Skeats, now
Emeritus Professor. He joined the Club in the year when he arrived from England, and now, nearly
forty years later, still talks, walks and dines with us. Occasionally on Sundays he preaches sermons
on stones, and makes us feel the insignificance of man in the history of a world in which twenty
million years is just one more geological epoch. During his presidentship occurred the only death on
a walk in our fifty years of existence. Egerton Lee Batchelor, a South Australian, who had, as a
young man, held office in several South Australian Governments, and was at this time Minister for
External Affairs in the Fisher Ministry, had been the Chief Guest of the Club at the Annual Dinner in
June, 1910. Gale, the President, invited him to be his guest at the next outing, and during the progress
of the walk both Batchelor and Theyre Weigall were elected members. Batchelor usually attended the
all-day outings on Sundays.
A week-end excursion had been arranged for Saturday and Sunday, October 7-8, 1911, to climb
Mount Donna Buang in the Warburton district. Members left Melbourne on Saturday, stayed at
Warburton overnight, and on Sunday morning made an early start to ascend the mountain. We had been
steadily climbing for about an hour in single file and had reached a small piece of flattish ground when
the writer and Frank Clapin, who were five or six paces behind Batchelor, noticed him begin to stumble
and, after staggering a few yards, fall down and lie motionless on the ground. Drs. Syme and
Hornabrook, who were of the party, examined him, tried to revive him, but found that he was beyond
all human help. We abandoned the walk at once, sent for assistance, improvised a stretcher, and
members carried the body of their comrade down the mountain to Warburton. During their progress
downwards, while Mr. Justice Higgins was helping to carry his dead friend, he stumbled and was struck
on the ankle by the stretcher-pole and had to be assisted himself. The sad news was telegraphed, and a
special train, carrying two Cabinet Ministers, conveyed the party to Melbourne. On arrival at
Melbourne, we all went with the cortege to the Queen's Hall, Parliament House, where the Prime
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Minister, Mr. Fisher, thanked us for paying the respects due to his colleague and our friend. He was
only forty-six years of age, and his death was a severe loss, not merely to his friends and his party, but
to Australia. It was a very bad week-end for the Club, as Sir John Hoad had died two days earlier.
William Morris Hughes, the third Prime Minister to become a member of the Club, did four
preliminary walks under the eye of his colleague, Batchelor, during October and November, and then
joined us in December, 1910, remaining on the roll till 1922. His regularity of attendance prior to
election did not continue afterwards, and his appearances during his twelve years of membership were —
Like angel -visits, few and far between.

However, the Prime Minister could not be bound by rules made for less busy members, and being, as the
old song puts it, always merry and bright, he was a welcome visitor whenever the spirit moved him to
walk abroad. Then, at lunch-time on a Sunday, he would be surrounded by members, listening to his
wonderful stock of anecdotes relating to election experiences, and to stories, pure and not so pure, all
told with a kind of staccato drollery that added vastly to our amusement. He was a good walker, quite at
home in the bush. On one occasion, we lost him or he lost us. A very heavy storm came upon us from a
clear cerulean sky and drenched us so thoroughly that the water ran out of our boots. "Billy" was with us
one moment and had disappeared the next. Rain ceased and we noticed that an important member was
missing. We were much alarmed; we could not return to Melbourne and inform the Press that we had
mislaid the Prime Minister. Search parties were sent out, and the main body marched on, very wet and
wondering what had happened. When we arrived at our hotel, there in a large arm-chair, steaming in
front of a huge fire, sat the missing ruler of our Commonwealth. He certainly knew his way about.
Up Pouches! and royally welcome Clendinnen,
Who sitteth in purple (X-rayed) and fine linen,
Benignly binocular, features seraphic,
All shadows dispersed, not a shade skiagraphic.

These lines by the well-known Wallaby poet, Anon., appear at the head of the dinner-card when Dr. F.
J. Clendinnen succeeded Skeats as President in June, 1912; the third line supplies an apt personal touch.
He had joined us early in 1903, was elected a member of Committee in 1910, became Vice -President in
1912, and was the first medical man, apart from Henry, to rule the Club. He was very popular among
the members, had a keen sense of humour, was always in high spirits and delighted in harmless
practical jokes. But his real claim upon us was his eminence in his profession. He was a pioneer in the
diagnostic and therapeutic employment of X-rays in medical work in both public hospitals and private
practice, and wrote numerous articles in medical journals upon this subject. In 1910 he gave the Club a
lecturette on "The Radius of Radium," and a club versifier wrote of him:
Clendinnen now will make his bow
Upon our social stadium;
With pensive brow he'll tell us how
To raise the rays of radium.
The Becquerel Rays we'll hear him praise,
To sight they're absent ever,
The "Nth" and "Xth" will be his text,
And rays that raise a shiver.

Unfortunately, most of his experiments were made before the dangers associated with X -rays were
recognized; like many other physicians abroad, he cured his patients and killed himself. By 1912 he
had lost four fingers from malignant dermatitis, the result of continuous exposure to these powerful
rays; he left for London early in 1913 for treatment, but his condition was then beyond help, and he
died the same year at the age of fifty-two, a martyr to his interest in and devotion to the progress of
medical science.
During his year of office occurred an amusing incident which has fixed itself in the memories of our
older members. For some years Wallaby J. W. Springthorpe used to invite members to take high tea
with him on Caulfield Cup Day at Murrumbeena, then a sparsely peopled suburb of greater Melbourne.
On October 12, 1912, about thirty Wallabies took the train to Burwood, where Springthorpe and his
son, Guy, met them, and proceeded by devious paths through "fresh woods and pastures new" to his
residence five miles distant. It so happened that on that day there was a land sale near Burwood, and a
number of land-seekers were on the same train as the Club. One of them, a middle -aged man, rather
shabbily dressed, joined us, attached himself to Gibbs and chatted affably with him; Gibbs took him for
a guest of a member. On arrival at our host's house, he invited us to moisten the parched clay and to
remove from our persons all traces of travel; the stranger refreshed himself freely but refrained from
ablution. After conversation, high tea followed, and the uninvited one sat down to table, ate and drank
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to repletion, smoked a chain of cigarettes, pocketed two or three cigars and silently faded away.
Speculation arose, and, when no member claimed him, it was agreed that it was not of this outsize in
audacious impudence that Shakespeare said,
Unbidden guests,
Are often welcomed when they are gone.

Our most important recruit during Clendinnen's year of office was John Monash, afterwards Sir
John Monash. He was elected a member on March 14, 1913, and had hardly become acquainted with
his fellow-members when the first World War began. His career for the next five years belongs to
world history. On his return to Australia after demobilizing the Australian Army, the Club
unanimously elected him to the Committee, which chose him as President for the year 1920 -1,
although he had not previously been Vice-President. Shortly after his return, in the course of
conversation with a member, he said, "I think I owe most of my success in the war to the fact that I am
an engineer". "You will pardon me, I hope," said his friend, "but, in my opinion, your statement does
not fit with the facts. At least a hundred competent engineers served as soldiers, but very few gained
any special distinction. You rose to the top because you alone had the rare qualities of mind, force of
character and organizing ability peculiar to John Monash". "Do you know," replied Sir John, "that this
is the first time in five years that I have been contradicted?" "Is that so?" said the member, "what a lot
of arrears must be made up".
His long service in our Militia and the army and his position as Chairman of the Electricity
Commission united to develop in him some traits of the autocrat. A member of the Club relates a story
illustrative of this. When members of the Club, complete with wives, visited the Buffa lo Mountains at
Cup-time, Sir John Monash assumed command of walks and excursions, and fixed 9.30 a.m. as the time
for hopping off to scale the rugged front. Precisely to the minute, he took his stand at the starting -post,
watch in hand. As each latecomer arrived, he sternly told him the time and reminded him that he was
late; when the ladies, most of whom look upon punctuality as one of man's amusing foibles, strolled
along still later, he glanced deliberately at his watch and looked at them reproachfully. Apparently,
ability as a guide was not one of his military talents; among the Wallabiana of 1922 are "Buffalo
Reflections: An end to everything, even Monash short cuts." There are several references to the
"Monash stick order."
He had a very high opinion of his teacher, Wallaby W. C Kernot. About two or three months before
Monash passed away, Wallaby Frank Ellis, principal of the Melbourne Technical College, wrote to him,
requesting him to speak at the opening of the new Engineering School. The reply was t hat Sir John
Monash would attend the ceremony if he could. The writer advised Ellis to ask General Monash to
dedicate the new school to the memory of Professor W. C. Kernot. At once came the reply that he would
be delighted to pay this tribute, and his speech, the last that he ever made, was a masterpiece in its
eloquent appreciation of the man, and a pious eulogy of his revered teacher.
In June, 1913, H. Courtney Dix, Honorary Treasurer of the Club from 1902 to 1913, resigned his office, and
was succeeded by H. R. Harper, who still sits at the receipt of custom. Dix's resignation impelled our bardling
to write:
When Dix did the billing and we did the paying
Bis dat qui Dixo dat – that was the saying:
Of the got cash, but at times he got nix. It
Is “farewell to Dixie.” Alas! Ipse Dixit.

Clendinnen was succeeded by George Adlington Syme, afterwards Sir George Syme, a distinguished
surgeon who had contributed many papers to the principal medical journals. One of the 1894 group, he
retained his membership as long as he lived, and was one of the best Wallabies we ever had. A good
listener, he was a man of few words, but could talk well on any subject if in the mood. He was rarely seen
to smile, even at Gale's jests or the quips of Stevens. One of our rhymesters said—
When sombre Syme's convulsed with laughter, the Millennium is near.

He was knighted in 1924, and this distinction was chronicled on the dinner -card thus:
OUR NEW KNIGHT.
What ho, Sir George! You dear old blighter,
Who's made so many insides lighter;
The King has sent you duty free,
A new appendix K - n - t.

"Sir George" from now he will be deemed:
But till the present time,
By all he has been much esteemed
As our best Sur Geon Syme.

34

Hitherto, all our presidents had been professional men of distinction; in 1914 we elected a cultured
man of business, Edward Stevens, a partner in the firm of Henry Berry and Co. He was well-known in
literary and artistic circles, and was inducted into the Club by M. P. Hansen in 1906, and remained
with us till he passed away in 1933. A very tall man with luxuriant black mustachios and beard just
beginning to be grizzled, he was a striking figure on our walks, and when Gale, Garran and Stevens
walked abreast, they formed a trio of commanding presence. He strode along at a brisk pace and in a
"Stevensong," a poetaster begged,
And when you lead our hopping
We fain would ask some stopping

(Occasionally Guide)
Of Stevens° stately stride.

A "devout Shakespearophil," he was a faithful member of the Melbourne Shakespeare Society,
became its President, and had a battery of apt quotations from the Master ready to confront any
occasion. A ready, pleasant speaker, nimble-witted and much given to puns and jests, he often spoke at
our functions and passed from grave to gay with practised ease. He and his accomplished wife were
always present at Easter and Cup-time excursions, when Stevens added to the gaiety by reciting one or
other of the many parodies of the nursery rhyme, "The House that Jack Built," itself an adaptation of
an ancient Jewish hymn sung at the feast of the Passover. During his presidentship began the first
World War, in which he lost his only son. Of our members, Hornabrook, Law, Monash, Sellheim,
Springthorpe, Syme and Zwar served in the army or war areas. Our most important addition during this
year was W. A. Brennan, happily still with us, and editor of the dinner -card.
William Alexander Osborne, now Emeritus Professor, whose membership dates back to 1904 , was our
second war President. All Wallabies who attend the Annual Dinner see the retiring President hand to his
successor the Anzac Walking Stick, gleaming with bands of gold. This ceremony was performed for the
first time when Professor Osborne handed this stick to the incoming President, Theyre Weigall. This
stick has a history. Wallaby Legge had been sent from Australia to take the place of General Bridges
who had died of wounds. On arriving at Gallipoli, Legge found a twisted shrub growing on the top of
the dead general's "dug-out." He removed it with its roots, gave it to Dr. J. W. Springthorpe, a brother
Wallaby, who brought it to Melbourne and delivered it to our Secretary. Robertson describes it as a
mass of interlacing roots which resembled a badly coiled piece of rope. Osborne examined it and
handed it to Professor Ewart, another Wallaby. He treated it, managed to untwist the coils, straightened
them, and finally fashioned it into the shape of a walking-stick; he then presented the product of many
hours of skilled labour and scientific treatment to the Club. This was the stick which Osborne handed to
Weigall as the Anzac Walking Stick in June, 1916. At the first Committee Meeting after the Annual
Dinner, "it was decided to discontinue the presentation of gold medallions to retiring presidents, same
to date from the year of first affixing the President's name on an inscribed band to the 'Anzac Stick'
presented by General Legge to the President of the Club." As Syme was the last President to receive a
medallion, it came about that the name of Edward Stevens is on the first gold band on the stick , that of
W. A. Osborne is on the second gold band, and so on. At present, there are twenty-nine gold bands on
the Presidential Walking Stick, but so far no one has used it to support his tottering steps. Some keep it
for a year in a safe, others in a safe deposit or a bank, or some secret place in the house. A recent report
in the Press that a president was waving it in the air as he strode down Collins Street i s without
foundation; as Gale said, "A pressman's account is generally overdrawn." The stick, swathed in brown
paper, was being conveyed under the arm of the President to the house of Drummond to receive its
yearly band of gold, when a Herald-angel saw him, learnt a little, and our stick became news."
Early in March, 1916, died John Mather, a well-known water-colour artist, who had been a member
since 1900. Everyone liked this quiet, pleasant, bearded man who was so good a listener and enjoyed
our walks, but one Sunday he imperilled his popularity. He knew the hill-country about Melbourne very
well, and had painted many fine landscapes depicting the scenery. Naturally, he was chosen guide for
the journey from Yarra Glen to Healesville, and on this day, twent y-five members followed him. He led
us over delightful country, up gently sloping hills, down into fern -clad gullies, across grassy paddocks
and through ploughed fields. Two o'clock came and with it thoughts of lunch. A short rest on a hill -side,
and off we went again, the guide seeking "the solace, the serenity and renovating influence of benignant
nature," of which Henry wrote on the back of our notice-cards. At three o'clock we had lost our
"serenity," and were all agog for "the solace and renovating influence" of lunch. Then we learnt to our
disgust that we were two miles away from the river, and that Mather, a "no -lunch" man, had not thought
of food and drink. At a quarter to four we lunched and drank draughts of "billy" tea, and ceased to shout
"conspuez le peintre," "a bas, Mather."
Law superseded Physiology when Theyre Weigall, afterwards Mr. Justice Weigall, became President for
1916-17. He was very popular. A thin, active man, he was one of the earliest players of lawn tennis
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in Victoria, represented the State in matches against other States, and was a principal factor in the
formation of the Victorian and the Australian Lawn Tennis Councils. He joined the Club in 1910, and
we soon discovered that we had gained an admirable member. We had begun to carry lunch with us on
Sunday walks, and Weigall ate his in two sections, one at about half -past eleven, the second while the
"billy" was on the fire. Very neat in his attire, he wore goloshes on wet or muddy days, and some
punster called him The Goloshus of Roads. He was a notable speaker, wise and witty, and many stories
are told of his quickness in repartee. A number of members with their wives were on a week -end
excursion to Sherbrooke. After breakfast, some of them went for a walk, but were driven back by
heavy rain. As they came in, a lady said: "Look at poor Dr. Wilson, he's wet from top to bottom." "I'm
glad," said Weigall, "he didn't get his feet wet." When he was President, a versifier wrote:
On the Woolsack of the Wallabs sits a very bright K.C.,
From all other Weigalls ear-marked by the letters T. a’B.;
He has walked and talked with Wallabs from the day he hopp'd his
pouch,
And in all their far meanderings was never known to slouch.
He is learned to the eyebrows, to the Bar much kudos bringing,
And if fees were paid in ivy, he'd have wreaths from the
beginning.
He will guide us like a "leader," and our paths will be the plainer,
Now we’ve got him for a twelvemonth with the usual "retainer."

His death after a brief illness in 1926 was a shock to the Club, and evoked this melancholy tribute from a
member—
IN MEMORIAM. THEYRE a'BECKETT WEIGALL.
That gift for friendship and that vivid brain,
Have passed in one swift moment like a breath,
And he who bore so lightly all Life's strain,
Now marches with Life's Royal Consort, Death.

To Weigall succeeded Dr. Felix Meyer, one of the wittiest and most pleasant of men. The writer
cannot discover when he became a member of the Club, unless, like "Topsy," he just "growed" into it.
His name is not in the lists of 1896, 1899 or 1901, and does not appear in any record of attendances
prior to the Christmas Dinner of 1903; thereafter he remained among the faithful till he passed away in
1937. Fond of art, music and literature, he was an excellent raconteur, bubbling over with quips, jests
and pleasantries. He sometimes described himself playfully as a "guinea -cologist," and when he had
referred to himself thus in a speech at a dinner, Sir T. T. Ewing said: "After looking at this gentleman, I
think I am safe in saying that he never exercised his `-cology' for a guinea." Meyer, like his cousin,
John Monash, was a good Wallaby, and walked with us till his ailments made long walks impossible.
When Meyer ceased to be President, members recognised the many me rits of E. La Touche Armstrong,
who had for nearly twenty years given them unsparingly of his best as Honorary Secretary, guide,
Committee man and speaker. Now, he is the well-beloved father of the Club, the sole surviving Wallaby
of the forty members of 1900; his one regret is that his health does not permit him to be on the trail with
his fellows. His successor, Dr. J. P. Wilson, was the first school-master to become President. Two
generations of girls at the Prebyterian Ladies' College, among them wives and mothers of Wallabies,
were under his care; he admitted that Madame Melba and Henry Handel Richardson had been his pupils,
but none of us blamed him. A native of Victoria, he was a more perfervid Scot than any modern
Scottish Nationalist, and one of our versifiers sang that the Millennium would come,
Millennium would come,
"when Wilson boasts of England's glory."

Members could always rely on getting a "rise" out of him by relating the latest joke from the Aberdeen
factory. He was elected a member on the same day as Stevens, and like him, shared his idolatry of the
Bard of Avon; he delivered two amusing lectures on "Peter" and "Miranda." He used to tell with delight
a story about an incident which occurred during a visit to the west coast of New Zealand with Drs.
Rentoul and MacFarland, of Ormond College. They were stopping at a hotel for the sake of the fishing,
when one night Dr. Wilson was aroused from his sleep by the proprietor who told him a man wished to
see him at once. The man asked him to come immediately to his house as his wife was expecting to
have a child; Dr. Wilson explained that he was not that kind o f doctor. The anxious husband asked
whether Dr. Rentoul or Dr. MacFarland would be willing to come to his wife, and was again informed
that a doctor of divinity and a doctor of civil law would be useless to him. "What a place," said the
husband, "Australia must be; three doctors, and not one of them able to help a woman who needs
assistance." For some years, Dr. Wilson was Honorary Auditor to the Club, and, like every
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good Wallaby, stayed with us till the end.
After Wilson our - Presidents were Monash and Robertson, who continued his work as Honorary
Secretary. They were followed by Robert Law who had been elected a member on the same day as
Armstrong. He was Chief Assayer at the Royal Mint, and brought with him from Glasgow Tech nical
College a first-class training in chemistry and metallurgy, which had been supplemented by work in
Freiburg. He had a fine Scottish "burr," which "education" is doing its best to destroy. For many years
he was the Club photographer, and his finished work was as good as that of the best professionals; some
examples will be found inserted in this volume. A very strong man and untiring walker, he usually
walked at the tail of the herd to keep an eye on stragglers and the foot-weary. Being a very powerful
swimmer, he won the breast-stroke championship of Victoria when he was forty years of age. Like his
friends, Monash and Tivey, he was an officer in the Militia, and when war broke out he was placed in
charge of the garrison at Queenscliff, but managed to get to the front. He was "gassed" and invalided
home. After his return, he resumed his place on the Committee, and was elected President for 1922 -3.
His son, Brunel Law, joined us in 1926, and this was the first example of father and son being members
at the same time. Four years later, all our members were shocked to learn that their lovable friend had
died in his sleep.
One member, Theodore Fink, was connected with the Club for a longer period than any other
member, but his years of membership were discontinuous. He joined in 1894, went for three walks in
nine months, and was posted as missing for over six years. His name is not on the rolls of 1896, 1899
or 1901; he must have joined again in the last of these years because he proposed the toast of "Our
Guests" at the Quarterly Dinner of December, 1901. Henceforward, he remained faithful to the Club
till the end of his life in 1942, and did not give up walking till he was past eighty. He was not a good
Wallaby, attending very rarely and erratically in some years. Thus from 1906-1909, during which
years records of attendances were kept, he was present at ten walks or functions. In his prime he was
an excellent after-dinner speaker, somewhat inclined to make the subject of his sparkling wit a little
uncomfortable. Some old members may recollect when J. W. Springthorpe, in proposing the toast of
"Returned Wallabies," made his hearers uneasy by a mock panegyric on the many merits of Fink who
had just returned from England. Most of us thought this punishment had b een deserved, but the victim
took his "roasting" in good part, and displayed no resentment in replying. Fink was an exceedingly
well-informed man and his conversation was interesting but apt to become one -sided. The writer on
one occasion met a friend who was late for his appointment; he apologised for his late-coming by
saying that he had had a long conversation with Theodore Fink. "I do not think I can believe that," was
the reply, "no one has ever had a conversation with Theodore Fink." Two Wallabies wer e standing on
the summit of a steep Dandenong hill. Looking down at the road winding up from a valley, they saw
two of their companions slowly trudging upwards. "Ah," said Stevens, "here comes Theodore and his
listener." Scott, the listener, was a forthright vigorous talker, but like many another, found that Fink,
once in his conversational stride, took no notice of any attempt to break his monologue, and kept on
talking. As he grew older, this habit grew upon him. He was, as Dogberry says of Verges, "A goo d old
man, he will be talking." But aren't we all reaching this stage?
At this point the writer will cease to discourse of our colourful past and of Wallabies that were. Only
six of the Presidents after Hornabrook (1924-5) have passed away, viz., Hansen, Wrigley, Scott,
Wreford, Shann and Young; they all were alive in 1932 and were well known to at least two -thirds of our
present members. There remains only some fitting conclusion to our uneventful history, and this must
take the form of some appreciation of the man to whom the Club owes most, our modest, self-effacing
and efficient Honorary Secretary, Allen Robertson. Three years after he took upon himself the work of
managing the Club, there appeared in the Dinner-Card of 1912 some verses:Let others praise the rising sun,
Or bow to him whose course is run,
I sing (mid-way) of Robertson.
Four pleasant years their course have spun
Since he high office took, and none
Has harder hopped than Robertson.
Long may he live, and may the sun
Of joy and happiness never shun
The hoppiness of Robertson.
At council staid, at walk, in fun,
All hearts our good Hon. Sec. has won,
So drink the health of Robertson!

This toast was drunk with enthusiasm. These lines appeared over thirty years ago; they mean well but do not
express to the full the affection and gratitude felt by all of us for the man who has for two-
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thirds of his working life unselfishly devoted so much time, energy and thought for our welfare.
He has heaped happiness upon us but behind this precious gift lie enthusiasm for his self-imposed
task, competence in doing it, and a complete mastery of the detail necessary. Yet his modesty and self effacement are such that most of us accept the pleasure of many a perfect day without a thought that it
has been planned by this friend of all the members, present and past, and his efficient and silent co worker, the Walks Secretary. Both Robertson and Minifie ask members to recognise the work they do
by attending the walks; this is the one recognition and reward they seek.
Perhaps some of our younger Wallabies may be interested in their predecessors' ramblings forty years
ago. Below is a list of the outings during the year 1903-4; the time of assembly for members is at the
side.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

June 6
June 21

July 4
July 19
August 1
August 16
August 29
September 13
September 26
October 11
October 24
November 8
November 21
December 6
December 19
March 19
April 2
April 17
April 30

20. May 15
21. May 28

Public Library (Invitation of E.L.Armstrong)
Caulfield to Camberwell
Eltham to Yarra Falls
Luncheon and Outing. Yering to Lilydale
Caulfield to Brighton Beach (Evening with C.E. Oliver)
Toorak to Surrey Hills
Box Hill to Ringwood
Toorak via Hartwell to Surrey Hills
Ferntree Gully (up the mountain)
No Record
Musical Conversazione (University)
Mordialloc to Carrum
Macedon to Woodend
Port Melbourne to Sorrento
Christmas Dinner (Vienna Cafe)
Zoological Gardens (Invitation D. Le Souef)
Dromana (Invitation H.B.Higgins)
Mordialloc to Carrum
Sandringham to Beaumaris (Invitation Professor
J.W.Gregory )
Canterbury to Oakleigh
Annual Meeting (Box Hill to Heidelberg)
(Rural repast after meeting)

2.45 p.m.
2.35 p.m.
1.10 p.m.
11.15 a.m.
2.25 p.m.
2.30 p.m.
2.15 p.m.
2.30 p.m.
1.35 p.m.
3.15 p.m.
2.25 p.m.
12.15 p.m.
10.50 a.m.
3.00 p.m.
10.15 a.m.
2.25 p.m.
2.40 p.m.
2.45 p.m.
2.5 p.m.

N.B.-The first outing was on a Saturday. The first two outings in 1904 were both on Saturdays; elsewhere Saturdays and
Sundays alternate.

Several marked differences exist between the walks then and now. In 1903 -4 they were shorter,
varying from a minimum of a mile or two to a maximum of seven miles; now, our minimum is about
four or five miles and our maximum has risen to ten. Forty years ago Sunday walks usually began after
two o'clock in the afternoon; now they are all-day outings. In 1902-3 there was no Sunday all-day
outing, and in the following year there were only three, each beginning with a train or boat journey. Ou r
Sunday visit to St. Hubert's Vineyard, Yering, meant eating a substantial luncheon and an inspection of
the spacious cellars. The Wallabies admired the huge casks and could not well refuse the request of
their host, Mr. T. Patterson, a member, to sample the choice wines maturing therein. According to the
card, "in the afternoon the Club will walk to Lilydale (about 7 miles)." On reaching the upper air a little
late in the afternoon, most of the visitors preferred to be driven there. At "Heronswood," the c ountry
home of Wallaby Higgins at Dromana, many of his guests preferred to talk with their host and hostess
till it was time to walk back to the boat, while those who voyaged from Port Melbourne to Sorrento in
search of ozone, ate an ample Sunday dinner at the Continental Hotel, and dawdled in the sun on the
beaches till the ship sailed.
Two walks were repeated, one, the walk from Toorak to Surrey Hills, probably because bad weather
or poor attendance compelled Henry to cancel it. However, when Henry planne d a walk, he took care
that members completed it. Behind the repetition of the journey from Mordialloc to Carrum lies a
story. Henry had garnished the notice announcing this walk with the statement that at Carrum "the
Wallabies will partake of a French dinner conceived by the celebrated French Chef, Mons. Morin." All
our gourmands turned out in force and marched to Carrum, but when they arrived at the Chalet, it was
closed, the Chef invisible, the conception missing. Henry was furious, and his hungry sheep looked up
and were not fed. It seems that Morin no longer rented the Chalet, lived in Melbourne, and had not
received Henry's letter. He had built another place some hundreds of yards distant. In his reply to
Henry, Morin abased himself and was "desolated" at the Club's misfortune, concluding thus: "My new
place is completely private. No bar business but a good French diner will always be find." Henry
forgave him and twenty-eight Wallabies invaded Carrum in the autumn, and partook of the celebrated
Chef's "conception"- price, 3s. 6d. Those were the days!
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Another difference is that our pristine Wallabies enjoyed more functions and fewer walks than we do
now. In 1903-4 members walked on twelve afternoons and were entertained or entertained themselves on
nine others. There was no annual dinner, perhaps because members were giving Professor J. W. Gregory
a farewell dinner two months later; instead, after the meeting was over, Henry had arranged "a Rural
Repast (2s. 6d.) for members and their guests" at the Old England Hotel in the village of Heidelberg.
Moreover, it was the custom of the Club from 1901 to 1909 that the President should invite members to
dine with him; this custom ceased when Garran and Gale became President in successive years. All our
presidents had been well-to-do men who could afford to spend anything from £30 to £50 in entertaining
their fellow-members. Garran was an important Federal official, but had all the responsibilities of a
young family ahead of him, and declined to accept the presidentship if acceptance meant this heavy
expenditure; Gale took the same stand. Since 1909 no President has invited the Club to dine with him,
though many of them have entertained members and their wives.
In contrast, compare Minifie's programme of outings for the year 1937-8, the last year prior to the
outbreak of the second World War.
The outings and functions of the year were as under:—
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.

June 6 — Narre Warren East to Narre Warren North.
June 19 — Annual Dinner.
July 4 — Mt.Dandenong to Bayswater.
July 17 — Montmorency to Templestowe.
August 1— Yarra Glen to Kangaroo Ground.
August 14 — Mitcham to Ringwood.
August 29 — Werribee Gorge to Bacchus Marsh.
September 11 — Flagstaff Gardens to Treasury Gardens.
September 26 — Kinglake to Wombelane Falls.
October 9 — Kallista to Begley's Bridge.
October 24 — Mt. Dandenong to Montrose.
October 29 — November 2-Cup Week-end at Hepburn.
November 14 — Mt. Eliza to Trewalla.
November 27 — Treasury Gardens to the Shrine.
December 12 — Belgrave to Ferntree Gully.
December 18 — Christmas Dinner at Mordialloc.
March 13 — Olinda to Mt. Dandenong.
March 26 — Motor Boat Trip to Studley Park.
April 10 — Kinglake to Mitton's Bridge.
April 23 — Bonbeach to Dr. Sutherland's Cottage.
May 8 — Emerald District.
May 21 — Blackburn to Wattle Park.

We perceive how much more true pleasure the present-day Wallabies enjoy than their fore-runners
forty years ago. In 1937-8 no fewer than twelve of the twenty-two walks were all-day jaunts, and one
of them gave members and their wives four days holiday at Hepburn. On Sundays we were not tied t o
the railway lines, and our pleasure subordinated to a rigid time-table. Frequently, we hired a char-abanc, took it to any place that pleased us, sauntered in any direction we wished, and arranged that our
conveyance should meet us when and wherever our walk ended. As the programme indicates, we
travelled over a far greater range and variety of country, could climb the hills, descend the gullies, pass
through the forest, and escape from the dust, smell and danger of motor-cars. As we carry our own
lunches, our journeys are not confined to roads that lead to hotels. Frequently we have not a house in
sight for an hour or more, and do not meet anyone for miles. If we wish we may shorten or prolong a
walk.
A young member may ask how is the Club governed? The answer is that control is so unobtrusive that
many old members are scarcely aware that it exists. Our Committee numbers eleven as it did in 1901. In
June of each year we have an Annual Meeting at which the report of the Committee and the Balance Sheet
for the past year are presented and adopted by members. We then elect the Committee for the following
year, and the Committee immediately elects the President, Vice-President, Hon. Secretary and Hon.
Treasurer from among the members of the new Committee. Our eighth By-law reads:—"Of the retiring
Committee in each year two senior members to be nominated by that Committee shall not be eligible for
re-election on the Committee for the following year." Sir R. R. Garran drew up this By-law, which is
carefully worded, in order to ensure the retention on the new Committee of the Executive Officers except
the President and Vice-President, and to bring new men on the Committee each year.
Our elections are little more than a formality. The Committee nominates two senior members due to
retire, and chooses two suitable members willing to take the vacant places. All the eleven members are
nominated and seconded as prescribed by the third By-law; as the number of candidates does not exceed
the number of vacancies, the President reads their names to the members at the meeting and declares them
duly elected. Of course, any two members are at liberty to propose and second any other member
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PARTY AT BLACK SPUR (1921).
Back or Standing— J. Monash, W. J. Fookes, Mrs Clements, Mrs Harper, Visitor, Miss Monash, Mrs Robertson,
Mrs Payne, E. Scott, A. C. Mountain, Mrs. Mountan, Mrs. Fookes.
Sitting— A. W. Robertson, P. Baracchi, H. R. Harper, H. Payne, G. H. Castles.

YARRA GLEN DISTRICT
Front Row— J. Monash, H. R. Harper, T a'B. Weigall, D. H. Ross,
A. W. D. Robertson, H. A. Woodruff.
Back Row— Visitor, E. Scott, E. C. Dyason.

Visitor, T. a'B. Weigall, J. T. Tweddle, A. W. D. Robertson.
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who is willing to stand for election. This happened last in 1906. Four candidates were nominated in
addition to the eleven members of the Committee elected in 1905; on the evening of the election, three
of the candidates withdrew their names, and after a ballot, the old Committee was re-elected. At this
time the eighth By-law was not in existence, and it was probably devised to provide for automatic
changes in the Committee, and thus do away with any necessity for contested elections in a Club
whose prime object is the cultivation of good fellowship.
In the years between 1908 and 1928, when the Club was at its best, Gale, Stevens and Theyre Weigall
were almost permanent members of Committee, being re-elected after the statutory year of absence for
terms of four or five years; other members such as Armstrong and Garran served on the Committee for
two or more terms of four years. At present, the Committee, with the exception of the three executive
office-bearers, consists almost entirely of members who have not been more than ten years in the Club.
Much of the most important business of the Committee is the maintenance of a steady supply of
members who measure up to Wallaby standards. In the days when the roll of members was within five
or six of the limit of seventy-five, there were frequently more nominations than vacancies. If there were
six candidates and four vacancies, the Committee usually decide d to fill two of these. They reduced the
six candidates to two by an exhaustive ballot, and then each of the two remaining candidates were
balloted for in turn. No member has ever been elected except by a unanimous vote. If a candidate is not
known personally to one or two members of Committee and is not unreservedly vouched for by them,
his candidature is put aside until judicious inquiries among the older members satisfy our eleven
selectors that he is a desirable man in every way. Behind this rigorous pr ocedure lies the fundamental
principle that the objection of one old member to the election of a candidate is fatal to his success. This
principle is a direct consequence arising from the peculiar character of the Club. Our members meet in a
body, travel together in trams, trains or char-a-bancs, eat, drink, talk and walk in company. If two
members be on strained relations or feel mutual dislike, their presence on an outing with seven or eight
others would produce a mood of constraint, and tend to destroy the all-pervading harmony and spirit of
friendliness which have turned many diverse personalities into a united band of happy brothers.
When the writer was President of the Club, a prominent member, himself a former President, asked
him when a candidate proposed by him was likely to be elected. He was informed that as a former
President he should know that no member of Committee ought to discuss its business with anyone. He
applied to the Honorary Secretary who gave him no satisfaction. Next year he tackled the new President,
who politely told him to go to, as Shakespeare says. Inquiry had been made among members and it had
been learnt that the presence of this candidate in the Club would have been objectionable to a member
of over thirty years' standing who had been President. The Committee did not elect this candidate. Some
years later a member who was informed that the candidate proposed by him had been rejected resigned
his membership; evidently he did not understand the ideal that has kept the Club going for fifty years,
viz., every member must be on terms of perfect amity with every other member. On reviewing an
experience of forty-two years in the Wallaby Club, the writer cannot recollect one instance of a quarrel
or serious dispute between any two members. This suggests that the Committee has chosen members of
the best type and has consistently acted with discretion and wisdom in managing this most important
portion of their business.

EVOLUTION OF A WALKS SECRETARY.
Almost from the beginning of our corporate existence walks and guides formed a principal topic of
discussion at the Committee meetings. No walks card, bearing the name of the guide, exists prior to
February 28, 1900, when a card informed members that R. G. Hyndman would act as guide. On Sunday ,
March 4, he conducted a band of four doctors, three other Wallabies and a guest, by tram and boat and
on foot from Kew to Heidelberg. Hyndman was an architect, young and enthusiastic, but unfortunately
was so seriously injured in a lift accident that he died in the following year. The second card which
gives the name of the guide refers to a walk on June 8, 1902, when our senior member, E. L. Armstrong,
took a party of five members across fields and along the roads from Canterbury to Oakleigh. Guides
were not plentiful about this time, and there is evidence that Henry had complained, and with justice on
his side, that too much of this work was thrust upon him; the minute -book records (16/vi/1902) "Messrs.
Armstrong, Luffman, Elliston and the Hon. Sec. were elected a sub-committee to deal with walks and
arrange the functions of the Club for the ensuing year. It was resolved that each member of the
Committee shall take it in turn to act as guide for the walks."
During this year seven of the Committee acted as guides on eight walks; two members guided their
fellows on two outings, and Henry kept his straying sheep together on four of their wanderings. Next
year, the supply of guides was short. Four members of the Committee blazed the trail on five
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afternoons, and the six other members of the Committee left Henry to do his best on the other five
afternoons. Apparently, Henry said a few plain words on laziness and Laodicean guides, because after
the Annual Meeting in 1904 the Committee resolved:
That each member of the Committee should take it in turn to conduct the walks and so
relieve the Hon. Sec. of a part of his duties.

Committees seemed to believe that guides, like poets, are born, not made, and only five of the ten
members of Committee who had bound themselves in 1904 to assist the Secretary answered the call of
duty in 1905. Three ordinary members, however, came to Henrys rescue, and his tasks were reduced to
four. Among the most prominent of our pathfinders during these years were Arms trong, Elliston, Gale,
Hansen, Harper, Professors Gregory, Kernot and Harrison Moore, Dillon and Oliver; each of these took
charge of the flock on several days; of guides that misled us once or twice the name is legion.
Members soon discovered that in the multitude of guides there was a plentiful lack of road knowledge,
and much variety of pace. Geologists such as Gregory and Skeats, who set the pace for students on
excursions, engineers and surveyors such as Baracchi, Clements and Harper, long-striding athletes like
Gale, all possessed a deceptive habit of seeming to saunter along at a comfortable four miles an hour;
these Mercuries of the road alternated as guides with Henry, Gibbs, Scott, Castles and Wadsworth, who
were content to achieve a modest three miles an hour when such a rate was thought necessary. Fast
walkers in the lead, then as now, got half a mile ahead of their less speedy comrades, waited till the
rearguard joined them, and then, as now, moved swiftly off again.
When Henry was President, an attempt was made to standardize the pace of our guides. The subcommittee for
walks was asked to draw up rules to limit the rate of walking, and to give instructions to guides, and it
recommended that:
1.Guides shall set the pace in walking at about three to three and a half miles per hour, and
shall call a halt every twenty to thirty minutes for about three to five minutes
2.Members are requested on no account to get in advance of the guide.
3.The Honorary Secretary, if present, shall have full charge of the arrangements, and in his
absence, the representative of the Committee for the day.

These rules are incorporated in the By-laws of the Club. For seven or eight years afterwards, the choice
and conduct on walks continued to be left in the hands of the three executive officials. In 1917 Allen
Robertson moved that each member of Committee should be responsible for the arrangement of two
walks in each year. This motion was rejected; members favoured the appointment of a Wal ks Secretary,
and it was suggested that Frank Clapin be approached and asked to accept such a position. The
President, Theyre Weigall, persuaded him to undertake the duties of this new office. Clapin began the
job with the energy and enthusiasm characteristic of him, and at the next Annual Meeting was formally
elected Walks Secretary. He was a cheery, good-tempered New South Welshman, who was for ever
bantering Victorians on their shortcomings and sounding the praises of Sydney and the Mother State.
He was affectionately known as the "Little Boy from Manly." Unfortunately, after a few years, he
began to suffer from an affection of the knee-joint, and in 1922 asked the Committee to relieve him of
his duties. Sir John Monash suggested he should be given leave of absence until rest enabled him to
resume his activities. Clapin courageously carried on and was re-elected Walks Secretary for 1923-4,
but increasing trouble with his knee forced him to resign this position in 1924. He was an out -of-doors
man and, like his bosom friend, Gale, was fond of every kind of sport; they went to the races together
and were to be found on the Melbourne Cricket Ground when test matches or football finals were being
played. Clapin needed all his courage when he became lame. Finally, he resigned his membership; this
was not accepted, and he was unanimously elected an Honorary Life Member in 1932. After a long
illness he passed away in 1940.
When he resigned the Walks Secretaryship, the office was left vacant for almost a year. Hornab rook,
his only possible successor, was President during the year 1924 -5, and in June, 1925, he became Walks
Secretary. No account of the Wallaby Club would be complete without some account of Dr. R. W.
Hornabrook. Elected a member June 20, 1910, he was a regular attendant at walks and functions. When
the first war broke out he volunteered and became surgeon on H.M.A.S. Australia, and subsequently
served in Belgium and France. On returning to Australia he was elected to the Committee, and after
being President, became Walks Secretary as narrated above. He enjoyed the work and put all his
abounding energy into the problem of planning a series of new and interesting walks through
picturesque country. After each walk, his motto was
To -morrow to fresh woods, and pastures new.

44

Every member whose waistline had lost the symmetry of youth learnt the art of squeezing through two
tightly strained lengths of barbed wire without ripping out oaths or pieces of his coat; even though a
gate was available, a Wallaby, with the guide's eye f ixed upon him, knew that he must not shirk one of
the tests appointed for that day, and obediently twisted himself through the thirtieth fence as
gracefully as through the first. At an Annual Dinner the President formally presented Hornabrook with
a coronal of silver-gilt barbed-wire and gave him the sole right of wearing it at all our functions. He
has an excellent sense of direction, and when he had managed to lose himself and us, would walk
away, climb a hill, gaze into space, return in a few minutes, an d lead his flock home. He did this good
work for seven years until his doctor bade him discontinue it. For a while he was compelled to endure
the torture of a complete rest. His chief regret at this time was his inability to contest the Federal seat
of Yarra, a Labour stronghold, against Mr. J. H. Scullin. However, the Fates were not without mercy.
This enforced rest occurred in 1932, and in 1944 he is still walking with his fellows over rough and
smooth, and winds his way through barbed-wire spaces as nimbly as the most youthful "joey" of them
all. Now Minifie is our painstaking pathfinder, and his more experienced forerunner assists him in
losing the trail and picking it up again.
One incident lives in the memory of many Wallabies. The hilly country betwee n Eltham and
Hurstbridge is a favourite haunt of the Club on Sundays, and one walk had ended with dinner at a
Diamond Creek Hotel. This was burnt down not long after we had paid a visit to the district. Someone
told Hornabrook that it had been rebuilt, and he arranged a walk, to finish at this hotel. The sequel is
the theme of some lines.
THE LAY OF THE PHANTOM "PUB."
Sir Rupert de Hornabrook dozed in his cosy nook,
A-dreaming of track yet untrod by the Club,
And Lethewards sinkin'—perchance he'd a drink in—
A vision uprose of a newly-built "Pub."
The road seemed to ramble through barbed-wire and bramble,
And deviously twisted o'er upland, down dale;
A walk quite entrancing brought Hornabrook dancing
With joy to his dream-pub in Diamond Creek's vale.
Such faith wrought this vision — scoff not in derision—
That Rupert announced a new walk on the card;
And Wallabies flocking used language quite shocking:
The bricks of that "pub" lay flat in the yard.
So glumly at supper, this thought would come upper,
At times in the truth man is sadly to seek;
The Club are not criers, not all men are liars,
Still, Rupert, that "pub's" yet unbuilt at the Creek.

Another rhymester concludes some lines entitled, "Ho, The Guide's the Man," with some standard gibes
against Club guides:
But what are Secs. and Presidents, beside
That Man of Men, the Wallaby Club Guide:
His best trump-card is when he stays away,
His next best, when he leads us all astray.
Like all great Guides, he leads from far in rear,
The stern, he says, is where the sailors steer;
The peg on which good ancient jests are hung,
Without him, this great Club would soon go bung.

Two occasions when we went astray remain in the writer's memory. Our walk was in the Lilydale
district, and we were due to dine at The Crown Hotel at six o'clock, have a pleasant chat and board the
train for the city. At six o'clock dusk had fallen and we were lost in paddocks some miles distant from
our dinner. At last we saw a light gleaming ahead, and stumbling over tussocks and stumps and
climbing over fences found ourselves in a small pig enclosure, and were greeted with porcine grunts.
One of the generals on our strength was with us; he was so very economical in the use of oaths that we
believed he had used up his stock in the war. However, when he found himself surrounded by swine, in
objurgating the guide and his remote ancestors, he emitted such a huddle of improper nouns, over worked adjectives and forbidden verbs that the British Army, fa med for swearing terribly in Flanders,
would have gazed upon him with envious admiration. We felt that the general had said all that was
necessary on guides and pigsties; we left the pigs, found the road, and, dinnerless all, quickmarched to
the railway station just in time to board the train.
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Some amusing lines on the "Sunday Guide" appeared in the dinner -card at the Annual Meeting of
1920.

THE LAGGARD.
The way was long, the pace red hot,
The brother not in form, I wot;
His muddy boots, pants grimed with clay,
Bore witness of a better day,
His flask, his sole remaining joy,
Was carried as an empty toy.
The last of all the troop was he
To call this outing revelry.
The spryer folk had forged ahead,
He dragged along with feet of lead.
Of comforts reft, by aches distressed.
He mused on blissful hours of rest.
Saw self on prancing palfrey borne,
Or honking loud his motor horn.
The watchful Sec. soon marked his case,
His downcast mien and halting pace,
And cheered him on with vision fair
Of tea and scones and easy chair.
The footsore wretch saw through his bluff,
Yet forced a pace that made him puff.
For fifty yards he stumbled on,
Then sagged again, his courage gone.
So passed his day of toil and pain,
Until he reached his goal — the train.
There settled, he with jocund smiles
Began to boast of vanquished miles.
Who was this wight whom all deride?
Why, just our average Sunday guide.
1920.
WALL ABI ANA.
During the first twenty years of this century, our Wallabiana, the ana or notable sayings of the
Wallabies, usually filled the fourth page of our dinner cards; after 1920 the title remained, but the
contents of this page frequently did not differ appreciably in character from those in the second or third
page. Our earliest d inner card (1899) has a vignette on the last page, but two years later, when Kernot
was consul, the branch of Wallabiana had begun to burgeon; the buds, however, were drab and lacked
colour. All the bud -scales had fallen off before the farewell dinner give n to Professor Gregory in 1904,
and the plentiful blossoms were bright and variegated with wit and wisdom. One group of the earlier
Wallabiana consisted of agreeable perversions of old English proverbial sayings. Here follow some
specimens:
Eat, drink and be merry, for to-morrow we diet.
Do not judge a man by his clothes—he may not have paid for them.
People who love in glass houses—should pull down the blinds.
A lie in time saves nine.
A fee in the hand is worth two in the book.
There is no time like the pleasant.
In marriage, he who hesitates is bossed.
No woman is as red as she is painted.
To the pure many things are impure.
It is not good for man to beer alone.
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The more waist, the less speed.
A friend in need is a friend to feed.
Only the young die good—the Wallaby is evergreen.
Wisdom is more precious than rubies; therefore the thrifty woman chooses rubies.
Bigamy is its own punishment.
Half a loaf is better than no walk.
Tell the truth—and shame the family.
It is a wise epigram that knows its own father.
A miss is as good as her smile.
A miss is as good as a male. (Suffragette motto.)
A soft drink turneth away company.
Ignorance of the law excuses no one — from practising it.
A bird on a bonnet is worth ten on a plate.
Another group consists of pleasant perversions of famous lines of our poets, or lines from the Bible:
Where corpulence is bliss 'tis jolly to have size.
In Spring an old man's fiancee
Lightly turns to thoughts of love.
An eye like Ma's to threaten and command.
Water, water everywhere, and not a drop of drink.
A little widow is a dangerous thing Absinthe
makes the heart grow fonder.
One touch of nature makes the whole world sin.
To speed is human, to be caught — is fine.
Heaven lies about us in our infancy;
And afterwards, we lie about ourselves.
Man moves in a mysterious way his blunders to perform.
Miscellaneous snippets of wit and wisdom:
If Universities do not make fools, they develop them.
Some men who live to old age do nothing else.
Man is the only animal that blushes and needs to.
The more a politician talks, the less one remembers.
He gives twice who gives quickly, for he is sure to be asked again.
To know oneself is to misunderstand everyone else.
Too much happiness unfits a man for married life.
At a dinner the men study the menu, the women the men-u sit next to.
The money we scorn is ceremony.
Never spoil a good thing by explaining it.
There are two sides to a question — your side and the wrong side.
Saints have a past, sinners a future.
A woman looks in a mirror while she is dressing to see what is going on.
It is other people's silence that is golden.
Propinquity is the splice of life.
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Wild oats never grow near wallflowers.
Fit yourself for the best society — and then keep out of it.
Degrees of medical comparison
Positive, ill; comparative, pill; superlative, bill.
Never run after a tram or a woman — there'll be another along directly.
The higher the woman's hat, the higher the man's choler.
The miles we walk are measured by links in the chain of friendship.
Germany's liability after the war will be as great as her lie-ability during it.
Defaulting Wallaby Walker:
I will eat with you, drink with you, talk with you— but not
walk with you — The Modern Shylot.
Women who smoke in this world — will smoke in the next.
Pay as you go, but not if you're going for good.
Life is a question of nerves and "sells."
Give us our debts and we'll forgive our debtors.
In some countries wives are sold; with us, it is the husbands.
When two are made one, which is the 'one?
A pressman's account is generally overdrawn.
Most of our epigrams were originated by the ancients, elaborated by Gale and attributed
to Henry.
This last statement is very near the truth. Gale was a very well -educated man, of "infinite j est and
most excellent fancy"; he wrote light verse of distinction.

Some selections from the verse written by members for the dinner cards during the past forty years
will fitly close these rambling records of the Club's existence. Nothing was written up to 1905 worthy of
quotation. Two sets of occasional verses written on the "mystery" walk of that year have been quoted. A
clever imitation of Lewis Carroll's nonsense verses is entitled:

"THE CREWS OF THE WALLABEE."
When the breeze from bar Acchi's beneficent blim
Twirls the Gale in a tooramooloo,
And the whiskery whine of a den Dinnen whim
Drowns the Corr of a rattatattoo;
Then the Wallaby dreams of a Luffmangoshee
And the cry of a Duffymolay,
And what Hoad calls the scent of a blimmery blee
From the Malinghall over the way.
Ah, the Crystalline Skeats and the Gibbsery blanks
When wee Garran seen through the X-rays,
And the sparks of a hurricane Harpery hanks,
Set alight to a Higginsy phrase;
Then Leon Kaysee with his clangery whang
Makes Moore swear at such fiddlededee;
What can Kernot do with his whangery bang
When Keating pays postage for tea?

L'ENVOI.
It's a Boydell go Brettle and Dixsee go bung
When Beauty Smith Castles around,
And Friend Fricker Finks the plunketty pung,
When the Hansery Hagens abound;
If the Law cannot snap at Oliver's cart,
Seeking surcease to gluggety glug,
What use is for Scott and the tranquilsome Hart
To argue on chucketty chug?
1905.
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YARRA REVISITED.
(By a Words-worthy Wallaby.)
At Rudder Grange there lay our launch,
All on an Autumn day,
Filled with "convex congested paunch,"
The rest they rowed away.
And yet, I think, they were not rowed,
These men so slim and fleet:
'Tis said, that they were only towed,
Because they had Club feet.
1909.

THE "ARK"—CADIANS.
The animals went out one by one,
Garran (R. Robert), then Robertson.
The wandering Wallabies walked in pairs,
The Moores with the Mountains: the Harts with the Meyers.
The Joeys jogged jauntily three by three,
Brearley (J.), Brett (J.), and Booker (J.D.).
The Macropods marched in battalions of four,
Leon and Luffman, and Legge and Law.
The merry marsupials meandered in fivers,
Present E. Stevens, and absentee levers.
The social ones sauntered in sections of six,
But where the — Courtney — was Treasurer Dix?
The animals ambled along in sevens,
Guided by globe-trotters Clapin and Nevins.
And then (as I've come to the end of my tether)
The Wallabies walked in all together.
1910.

We have walked upon the railways —
in a train; We have walked upon the river — in a boat;
Our muscles well to harden,
We have walked in Springthorpe's garden, While
Gale and Clapin patronized the tote.
We have walked a great deal further — than you'd think.
We would walk a dozen furlongs — for a drink.
But we walk with legs more stable
When they're underneath the table,
While we listen to the anecdotes of Fink.
1914.

TO SIR HARRY CHAUVEL.
O valiant Captain, cast in antique mould,
Who led'st, like knight of yore, in many a fight
Those matchless men, our pride and thy delight,
Whilst day by day the tide of battle rolled
Through storied plain and sacred cities old
As man, the laureate wreath of victory bright
Becomes thy brow! To thee God gave the nght
To end that endless tale of woes untold.
The Anzacs smote the Turk from Gaza's gate
To Judah's flow'r-clad hills; he bowed his head
Beneath the blast and mourned an Empire's loss
In that last flight from an avenging_Fate.
The crescent waned, the ravening Eagle fled—
O'er Zion waves once more the conquering
Cross.
1920.
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SIGNS OF MILLENNIUM.
When Groom from office says he'll flee,
And Monash gives us current free:
When Clapin gets above a flutter
And (K)nibbs gets crossed and starts to sputter;
When Garran climbs a greasy pole
And Gale has found a better 'ale:
When somber Syme's convulsed with laughter,
And Latham's sick the morning after:
When Wilson boasts of "England's" glory,
And Armstrong follows Love's old story:
When Lawson takes to baby prattle,
And Sellheim shirks the field of battle:
When Dillon dons a khaki jacket,
And Wei all buys a ping-gong racket:
When Robertson shows signs of "side,"
And Wallabies refuse to ride:
Then strike your Hart and preen your wings
This old world's at the end of things.
1924

THE IDEAL WALLABY — A FANTASY.
What's he that starts at break of day
And foots it through the miry way.
With merry heart so lightly:
His tireless tread itself's a song,
He scorns to think the road's too long,
The Wallaby so sprightly.
What's he that fords the roaring creek,
And climbs the craggy cloud-topped peak
While all the world is sleeping?
O'er yawning chasm and crumbling rocks
His sure foot strides; what danger shocks
The Wallaby up-leaping?
What's he that still renews the prime
Of golden youth, old Robber Time
Of half his spoils thus cheating?
Age creeps on him a welcome guest,
The cares of life seem but a jest:
Then, Wallabies our greeting !

1921.

[In 1826 Major Edmund Lockyer sailed from Sydney to found the first British Settlement in Western
Australia.]
A hundred years ago Lockyer unfurled
Old England's flag on far King George's Sound,
And viewed a dismal waste where shrill winds swirled
Athwart the storm-tossed sands. He roved around
Each scrub-capped cliff, and watched in solitude
The desolation of the tumbling sea.
But his stout heart o'ermatched wild Nature's mood
And bade defiance to despondency:
Exiled from home and friends, he proudly stands
His England's sentry in our trackless West,
And treads the path of duty in strange lands
Serenely undismayed, peace in his breast.
His century is now the Past. Behold
The lamp of duty, passed from sire to son,
Blaze still undimmed, bright effluence as of old
In like self-sacrifice. Work nobly done
In singleness of aim to serve the State
Hath richly earned the honours Kings may give.
Unsought they came: true honour lies in wait
For those rare souls that, as our Lockyer, live.
" A verray parfit gentil knight."
1928
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A SEDENTARY WALLABY REPINES.
Alas, 'tis true! I did go here and there,
And joined myself unto a motley crew,
Gor'd mine own boots, made cheap what was most dear,
Through barbs of fences in confections new;
Most true it is that they did look on truth
Askance and strangely, but by all above
These walkers gave my heart another youth,
Their worst essays provoked my best of love.
Now all is done, my walks are at an end; Along the
road I never more will grind,
With new-made member or with older friend,
A non-existent pub with them to find.
So, farewell then, to all my super pals,
And best of luck to all marsupials.
1929.
THE ANZAC STICK.
It grew on Anzac shoreland,
So shall our thoughts incline
To where its leaves were wont to take
The shadow and the shine.
Now far from its green mother
With life no longer quick,
Mute but memorial it bides,
Our trusty Master-stick.
Sturdy with knots that strengthen,
Fashion'd with craftsman s skill,
Fit servant for the Master
To work the Master's will,
Go read the simple legend
In letters all of gold:
The tale of them that ruled betimes—
Long may that tale be told.

1933.

THEY'RE OFF.
When Weigall, friend of Prince's, leads,
And Hornibrook recounts fell deeds,
And ancient walks and modem feeds
Are commonly the themes.
When Shann displays the perfect smile,
And Osborne's innocence is guile,
And Hart explains that Shakespeare's style
Is better than it seems!
When Brennan's silence makes us think
That all his thoughts appear in ink,
While Seitz, without a blush or blink,
Declares he understands
Curricula and things like those,
And Wreford very proudly shows
A nice tame Overdraft he knows—
It eats from out our hands.
When Meyer airs his views on Art,
And Scott the loves of Bonaparte,
And Dixon tears a case apart,
Or murmurs, "I dissent!"
When Skeats takes quite a doubtful view
Of tales that Fink declares are true
(They're made by "Herald"-angels, who
Each day fresh "news" invent).
When Wadham puffs his floury way
And tells us what we ought to pay
For bread— and each one has a say,
Till everyone is talking.
When tongues are running fast and free,
And even bosom friends agree,
(Or beer, perhaps! Oh, certainly!)
The Wallabies are walking!
1936.
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OUTING AT BUFFALO MOUNTAINS.
Back Row— G. Bennett, Mrs. Latham, L. S. Latham, S. Leon, J. Monash,
J. P. Wilson, W. J. Young, Mrs. Young
Front Row— R. Webster, Mrs. Harper, Miss Wilson, Mrs. Wilson, Visitor.

AT SHERBROOKE, c. 1928
W.A. Osborne, A. W. D. Robertson, L. S. Latham, A. Hart,
G. Bennett, W. J. Young.

From Left— T. Fink, M. P. Hansen, L.S. Latham, A. W. D. Robertson,
E. Stevens, Visitor, F. W. Clements, W. J. Young, R. Law, R. W. Hornabrook.

WALLABIES AND FRIENDS AT COWES
(Nov., 1924)
Standing.— Mrs. Stevens, Mrs. Syme, G. A. Syme, T. Fink, Mrs.Robinson,
L. S. Latham, Mrs. Hansen, Mrs. Young, Mrs. Harper.
Seated.— S. Leon, H. R. Harper, E. Stevens, J. P. Wilson, R. W. Hornabrook.
Lying Down .— M. P. Hansen.

I see thee ever in my dreams,
Wallaby, O Wallaby!
Thy tussocked swamps and unbridged streams;
Wallaby, O Wallaby !
Once more my shoes are caked with mire,
My eyes are red from smoky fire,
My clothes are gashed with barbed wire,
Wallaby, O Wallaby!
Once more I feel my braces burst,
Wallaby, O Wallaby!
Once more that unquenched Sunday thirst:
(Wallaby, O Wallaby!)
As tramping over hill and plain
We seek the char-a-banc in vain—
The guide has lost himself again!
Wallaby, O Wallaby!
1938.
ON W. St. G. S.
A Wallaby chieftain named Sproule
With a wit most uncommonly droule,
Asked a pris'ner one day,
In his jocular way,
If the gaol was his goal when he stoule.
Said the prisoner: "Give me a cell,
I don't want your sermons as well.
'Struth! if I wrote 'coal'
In the way you write 'Sproal,'
I'd deserve to go in for a spell!"
1939

BACCHANALIA
EDITE! BIBITE! FUMATE!
Quicumque vult esse frater,
Bibat bis, ter et quater;
Bibat semel, et secundo
Donec nihil sit in fundo.
1905
Drink, for we know not whence we came, nor why;
Drink, for we know not why we go, nor where.
1907
When my thirsty soul I steep,
Every sorrow's lulled to sleep,
Talk of monarchs! I am then
Richest, happiest, first of men;
Careless o'er my cup I sing,
Fancy makes me more than king.
1909
Old Pindar guess'd that water's best,
Doctors say milk and Polly—
But Wine, I’m sure, 's the only cure
For all my melancholy.
So bring the glass, and let it pass
Until we all are jolly;
Pale wisdom may fill us with lactobacillus,
But here's to good liquor and Folly.
1910
When the summer sun doth glow,
Drinking will not hurt you;
When the winter's white with snow,
Drinking is a virtue;
When the autumn leaves are sere,
Drinking hath a reason;
When the merry spring is here,
Drinking is in season.
1911
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ARGUMENTUM A NATURA??
If man was not meant to drink,
Why was he given a throttle?
Why are grapes fill'd with juice,
If good wine has no use?
And why does the cork fit the bottle?
And why are good topers so many?
And why are Good Templars so few?
If drinking were folly,
Would wine make us jolly?
Would whiskey taste better than dew?
1914
I, who sang the praise of wine,
Now preach the worth of water;
Not that my tastes that way incline,
But 'cause I think I oughter.
Still, for just this once, we might
Postpone the Referendum;
So, on this Wallab Wassail Night,
Fill up! Nunc est Bibendum.
1915

A health to good wine!
Tho' wowsers malign,
Tis eight parts in nine
Of a dinner;
So broach the best bin
And let jollity in
For if drinking's a sin
I'm a sinner.
1923
Shall we worry, you and I,
'Cause America is dry,
Or our cheeks make pale with tears,
'Cause a brother can't get beers?
Be he droughty as Sahara,
Or unhappy Boroondara,
If the drought is not for us,
What care we for t'other cuss?
Shall we cease our drink to mix
'Cause the pubs are shut at six,
Or taste undiluted water
'Cause of Rechab's son or daughter?
Sure, of all deaths 'twere the worst
If a man should die of thirst;
But, if I the cup may drain,
What care I if fools abstain?
1924
The following roll includes, as far as is known, every member of the Club from June, 1894, to the
beginning of 1944. The date of election to the Club, and the date of leaving it, whensoever necessary,
have been placed to the left and the right respect ively of his name. Dates given for the year of entry
and specially those for the year of exit of some of the forty -four members belonging to the Club prior
to 1899, are doubtful guesses; the records, never wholly exact, are missing from January, 1896 to
August 11, 1899. Blanks in the column headed "Date of Leaving," indicate: that the member is still
with us in the spirit, though too frequently, the body is unwilling to be taken for a walk. An asterisk at
the left of a name indicates that the member has bee n President, the abbreviation "Ob." at the right of a
name indicates that the member named remained a member till his death, and "c." means "circa."
Some uncertainty exists as to the date when certain members joined the Club or resigned their
membership during the period from April 20, 1900, to June, 1902. Henry's records are not in existence
for this period. We had forty-one members on the first of these two dates. In the booklet issued on March
27, 1901, there are printed the names of fifty-five Wallabies; in the writer's copy there were added an
additional twenty-six names of members elected between the date of the booklet, and October 20, 1902.
This gives a total of eighty-one members at the latter date, but several of the earlier members had
resigned in the interval. Some help has been afforded by the records of the Treasurer; the list is,
however, not free from possibility of errors.
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Date of
Joining
1903 Adamson, L. A.
1922 Agnew, Dr. J. F.
1903 Allan, E. F.
1909 Allen, G. T.
1927 Amery, W. Bankes
1895 Amess, Dr. J.
1925 Apperley, Prof. F.
1900 * Armstrong, E. La
Touche
1912 Arthur, J. A.
1906 Atkinson, E. J. L.
1923 Avery, D
1928 Bailey, Prof. K. H.
1899 *Baracchi, P.
1910 Batchelor, E. R.
1907 Bavin, Sir T. R.
1922. Bell, N. G.
1907 Benjamin, L. S.
1895 Benjamin, M.
1927 Bennett, Dr. G.
1912 Bennie, J.
1894 Bennie, Dr. P.
1894 Best, Sir R. W.
1894 Bird, Dr. F.
1903 Blanch, G.
1929 Book, C. H
1905 Booker, J.
1903 Boydell, C. B.
1895 Bradford, A. J.
1906 Brearley, J. A.
1915 * Brennan, W. A.
1894 Brett, Dr. J. T.
1896 Bride, Dr. T. F.
1894 Brodie, M. M.
1927 Brown, Sir H. P.
1924 Browne, Prof. G. S.
1935 Bull, Dr. L. B.
1934 Burnet, Dr. F. M.
1942 Burstall, Prof. A.
1936 *Burt, W. 0.
1895 Butler, J. B.
1909 Calder, W. R.
1900 Callan, T. M.
1896 Carey, E. W.
1904 Castles, G. H.
1913 Cattanach, W.
1931 Cavanagh, B.
1895 Champion, H. H.

LIST OF MEMBERS.
(1894 - 1944)
Date of
Date of
Leaving
Joining
1904 Christie, A.
1905 Clapin, F. L.
1903 Clements, F. W.
1903 *Clendinnen, Dr. F.J
1933 Clewlow, F. D.
1942 Clyne, Judge T. F.
1899 Coldham, W. T.
1901 Cooke, J.
1895 Cornwall, F.
1904 Corr, J. R.
1902 Cowper, C. R.
1899 Craig, J. T.
1937 Crawford, Prof. R. M.
1935 * Croll, R. H.
1907 Crowther, Dr. G.H.
1902 Davies, A. J.
1932 Davies, L. F.
1925 Davison, H. E.
1894 Dawson, A. H.
1902 Dawson, S.
1938 Day, H. M
1899 Deakin, A
1938 Derham, Dr. A. F.
1902 Derham, F. T.
1903 Dillon, E. E.
1901 Dix, H. C.
1912 Dix, H. S.
1927 * Dixon, Sir 0.
1905 Dobson, H.
1903 Donoghue, J. E.
1901 Dow, D. M.
1899 Dowling, A. R.
1920 Downer, G. H.
1926 Downes, Dr. R.
1906 Doyle, B.
1901 Dubois, R .
1900 Duffy, C. Gavan
1899 Duffy, Sir F. Gavan
1900 Duffy, J. D. Gavan
1915 Dyason, E. C.
1927 Ellis, F
1894 Elliston, Col. C. E.
1909 Evans, A. J.
1915 Ewart, Prof. A.
1907 Ewing, Sir. T. T.
1903 Falk, D. J.
1894 Fink, T
1930 Floyd, Dr. A. E.

Ob.1933
Ob.1925
1906
1917
1896
1933
1914
1910
1936
1933
Ob.1926
Ob. 1911
1908
1927
c. 1914
1896
Ob. 1923
1903
1895
c. 1902
1916
1938
1912
1910
1896
1938
1921
1897
1894
1941

1896
1922
1902
1897
Ob. 1927
Ob. 1932
1934
1902

* Denotes President.
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Date of
Leaving
1906
Ob. 1940
Ob. 1939
Ob. 1913
1938
1900
1907
1896
1905
1904
1900
Ob. 1918
1904
1934
1895
1904
1900
1905
Ob. 1926
1915
1915
1908
1905
1903
1900
1924
1939
1909
1903
1916
1906
1904
1939
1920
1926
1916
1909
1913
Ob. 1942
1933

LIST OF MEMBERS (Contd.)
(1894 -1944)
Date of
Joining

Date of
Joining

Date of
Leaving

Ob. 1925
1902 Kirwan, Sir J. W.
1911 Fookes, W. J.
1922 Fordyce, J.
1910 Knibbs, Sir G. H.
Ob. 1942
1894 Krome, Otto
1904
1902 Forrest, H
1911 *Latham, Dr. L. S.
1937 Foster, J. F.
1901 Laver, Prof. W. A.
1907
1903 Fricker, B. T.
1909
1935 Law, Brunel
1902 Friend, B. H.
1933 Fullagar, W. K.
1900 *Law, R.
1902 * Gale, W. A.
1915 Lawson, J. A.
E. 1927
1905 * Garran, Sir R. R.
1930
1923 Leckie, J. W.
1914
1895 Gibbs, G. A
1919 Le Couteur, P. R.
1906 Gibson, W. A.
Ob. 1936
1908 Legge, General J. G.
1923
1918 Gilbert, D. J.
1927 Leitch, W. A.
Ob.1935
1932 Gill, H. L..
1902 Leon, S.
1906
1899 Gillott, Sir S.
1899 Le Souef, D.
Ob.1937
1927 Gilruth, Dr. J. A.
1903 Lewis, W. H.
Ob.1932
1910 Lockyer, Sir N. C.
1927 Gregory, R. H.
1904
1899 Luffman, C. B.
1900 *Gregory, Prof. J. W.
1927
1907 Groom, Sir L. E.
1900 Lyle, Prof, Sir T. R.
1913
1906 McBean, W.
1900 Hagens, G. T.
1900
1927 MacCallum, Prof. P.
1899 Hall, B .
1905
1903 Hamilton, C.
1901 McCulloch, S.
Ob.1932
1899 MacCubbin, F.
1902 *Hansen, M.P.
1923
1903 MacDonald, D.
1921 Hardy, Commodore
1899 McEacharn, J. V.
1903 *Harper, H. R.
1902 *Hart, Dr. A.
1899 McEacharn, Sir M.
1906
1918 McGregor, S. B. T.
1895 Hart, A. D.
1902
1896 Hartung, E.
1911 McKay, G. V.
c. 1923
1911 Mackay, Dr. C. V.
1918 Hearder, D.
Ob. 1924
1895 Mackey, Sir J. E.
1894 *Henry, Dr. L.
1901
1899 Henderson, C.
1900 Mackinnon, D.
Ob.1929
1903 McLean, C.
1899 *Higgins, H. B.
1897
1896 Himmer, Herr
1896 Macpherson, J.
Ob.1911
1902 McMillan, Sir W.
1900 *Hoad,Gen.Sir T. H.
1910 *Hornabrook, Dr. R.W . 1901
1902 *Maling, D. H.
1922
1899 Martin, Prof. Sir C. J.
1910 Hughes, W.M.
Ob.1902
1899 Mather, J.
1899 Hyndman, R. G.
Ob.1910
1903 Ievers R. L..
1901 Maxwell, G. A.
1896
1925 *Maxwell, Dr. L. A. I.
1895 Jacobs, J.
1942
1930 Jenner, L.
1938 Medley, J. D. G. .
1928 *Jobbins, G. G.
1903 *Meyer, Dr. F
1923 Jona, Dr. Leon
1914 Mills, S
1901
1900 Jones, A. W.
1915 Milne, G. T.
1906
1926 Minifie, J. E
1904 Jose, A.
c.
1913
1904 Joseph, J. H.
1899 Mollison, Dr. C. H.
1903
1902 Joshua, E.
1894 Molloy, Dr. C. H.
1896
1896 Kaussmaul, Herr
1895 Moloney, Dr. P.
1911
1913 *Monash, Sir J.
1903 Keating, J. H.
Ob. 1909
1900 *Kernot, Prof.W.C.
1894 *Moore, Prof. Sir H.
* Denotes President.
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Date of
Leaving
1904
1926
c. 1915
1903
1938
Ob. 1931
1929
1927
1928
1923
Ob. 1933
1902
1906
Ob. 1933
1910
1903
1910
1930
1903
1900
1904
1904
1904
1923
Ob.1916
1920
1896
1903
1904
1903
1904
Ob.1931
1902
Ob.1916
1904
Ob. 1937
1943
c. 1919
1900
1895
1896
Ob. 1931
1921

LIST OF MEMBERS (Contd.)
(1894 - 1944)
Date of
Joining
1926
1899
1903
1928
1896
1894
1894
1894
1904
1901
1899
1902
1903
1925
1894
1894
1901
1904
1894
1929
1894
1937
1895
1912
1894
1909
1901
1913
1911
1902
1904
1894
1923
1939
1940
1904
1932
1938
1921
1903
1905
1921
1902
1910
1901
1894
1930
1902

Date of
Joining

Date of
Leaving

Date of
Leaving

1900 *Scott, Sir E.
Ob. 1939
Morgan, H. E.
1901
1926 Seitz, J. A.
Morrison, G. C.
1936
1908 Selheim, General V.
1918
Ob.1928
Mountain, A. C.
1937 Serle, P.
Ob. 1937
Murdoch, A. D.
1937 Sexton, R.
1897
*Nanson, Prof. E. J.
1894
Neave, F.
1920 *Shann, F.
Ob. 1943
1910 Sharp, W. G.
Neild, Dr. J.
1894
1913
1932
1894
Shaw,
Dr.
G.
Neighbour, G. H.
1919
1935 Sholl, R. R.
Nevins, H. P.
1903
1905 *Skeats, Prof. E. W.
Norris, Dr. W. P.
1900
1902 Smith, Dr. W. B.
Ob. 1922
Noyes, Dr. F.
1900 Smith, J. McP.
1908
1908
Noyes, H.
1905
1903 Smith, S.
Officer, Dr. D. McM.
1908
1903 Springthorpe, Dr. J. W.
1928
Ogilvie, W. D.
1929
1926 *Sproule, W. St. G.
O'Hara, Dr. H. M.
1902
1910 Stapley, Dr.
Oldfield, E. L.
1895
1913
1903
Oliver, C. E.
Ob. 1931
1899 Stawell, Dr. R. R.
1906 *Stevens, E.
Ob. 1933
*Osborne, Prof. W A.
1938
Overend, G. B.
1894
1932 Stokes, Dr. L.
1900 Strong, Dr. R. H.
Owen, Dr. G.
1902
Ob. 1902
1901
1902 Sutherland, A.
Palmer, T.
1931 Sutherland, Dr. C.
Paton, Prof. G. M.
1903 Sutton, Dr. C. S.
Patterson, T.
1905
1921
1938 Summons, Dr. W.
Payne, Prof. H.
Ob. 1929
1896
1902 Swinburne, G.
Pennefather R. W.
1894 *Syme, Sir G. A.
Percy, J. B.
1917
Ob. 1929
1941 Talbot, R. J. De C.
1904
Peterson,Prof F.S
Phillips, A.
Ob. 1940
1900 Tate, F.
1928
1901 Tickell, Capt.
1930
Phillips, M. M.
1915
1920 Tivey, Gen. E.
1908
Pirani, S. G.
1938
1936 Turner, Dr. A. W.
Quick, W. H.
1910
1941 Turner, Prof. J. S.
1896
Ramsay, D. W.
1921 Tweddle, J. T.
Randall, A. G.
Ob. 1927
Ob. 1942
1900 Twopenny, R. E.
Rawson, G.
1923
1932 *Vance, E. S.
Read, F. M.
1927 *Wadham, Prof. S. McM.
Reid, Sir G.
1905
1920
1906 Wadsworth, A.
Richards, E. S.
Ob. 1937
1900 Walker, W. J.
Richardson, Dr. A. E. V.
1902
1900 Ward, F. W.
1903
Rivett, Sir A. C. D.
1942
c. 1912
1905 Watson, T. G.
Robb, A. M.
c. 1914
1909 Watt, W. A.
1925
*Robertson, Dr. A W.
1895 Weber, A.
Robinson, E. N.
1895
1926
1902
1899 Webster, Dr. P.
1927
Robinson, G.
Ross, D. H.
1917 *Weigall, Dr. G. C.
1910 *Weigall, Theyre A'B. Ob. 1926
Salmon, Dr. C. C.
1902
1894 Wendlandt, B.
1896
Sandes, J.
1896
1899 Whiting, R. S.
1936
Sargood, H. M.
1903
1900
Wilkinson,
W.
P.
1903
1903
Savage, Major
* Denotes President.
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LIST OF MEMBERS (Contd.)
(1894 - 1944)
Date of
Joining

Date of
Leaving

Date of
Joining

Date of
Leaving

1903
1915
1906
1936
1930
1913

1904
1930
Ob. 1932
1943

1920
1910
1899
1921
1906

Ob. 1938
Ob. 1933
1905
Ob. 1942

Williamson, F. S.
Wilson, F. G.
*Wilson, Dr. J. P.
Wood, Prof. G. L.
Woodburn, J. L. T.
Woodruff, Prof. H. A.

*Wreford, Sir E.
*Wrigley, Prof. E.J.
Wrixon, Sir H.
*Young, Prof. W. J.
*Zwar, Dr. B. T.

*Denotes President.

OUTING AT TOOLANGI (Nov., 1935).
From Left— G. G. Jobbins, J. L. T. Woodburn, Miss B. Woodburn, Mrs Minifie, J. E. Minifie, Mrs. Vance, A. Hart,
E. W. Skeats, E. S. Vance, R. W. Hornabrook.

OUTING AT GRAMPIANS (Nov., 1939).
J. L. T. Woodburn, J. E. Minifie, G. G. Jobbins, L. V. Biggs (Visitor), A. Hart, L. Jona.
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